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Bouali Nabul *, Emperor of the 
iN Moguls, refleQing upon his 
= great Age, eaſily apprehended 
that he could not long enjoy the 

Light of the Sun; he therefore ſent for his 
Vol. II. B wells 


* Great Father, 
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well.beloved and only Son Nourgeban, 
and ſpoke to him thus: 


Nourgehan, I leave my Throne to 
thee ; I have this Moment order'd the 
Draught of Death to be prepar'd for me, 
and you will ſoon fill my Place; forget 
not to do Juſtice equally to the Poor as 
to the Rich; be fatisfy'd with poſſeſſing 
a flouriſhing Kingdom; envy not the 
Dominions of any other Prince; leave 
every one in Poſſeſſion of what their 
Fathers have left to them; in one word, 
always remember that you mult die, and 
that Clemency and Juſtice are the nobleſt 
Titles of a Sovereign. After having ſaid 
theſe Words, without being touch'd with 
the Tears of Nourgeban, he deſcended 
from his Throne, made his Son aſcend 
it, and retir*d into a delightful Apartment, 
where he had paſſed his happieſt Days, 
took the fatal Draught, and waited with 
the greateſt Tranquillity for the Moment 
which was to conduct to Heaven his 
ſpotleſs Soul, free from all the Torments 
of the leaſt Remorlſe, 


Nourgeban, 


ORIENTAL, TALES. 5 
Nourgeban, after having paid all the 
Honours that Nature and Gratitude could 
inſpire him with to ſo good a Father, was 
wholly occupied in fulfilling the laſt 
Counſels that he had received from him. 
His Heart was naturally good, and his 
Judgment juſt: But if every Man ſtands 
in need of Experience to form his Mind, 
much more is it neceſſary to thoſe who 
are deſtin*d to Thrones, Nourgeban, per- 
ſwaded of this important Truth, was far 
from the Preſumption too common to 
Princes. One Day, as he converſed with 
his Courtiers upon the Subject of Go- 
vernment, he applauded thoſe Kings who 
had ſhewn the greateſt Love of Juſtice. 
Solomon was quoted as having been the 
moſt juſt. This Example, replied Nour- 
geban, cannot be alledg'd; Solomon was 
a Prophet, and could eaſily find Reme- 
dies to-thoſe Evils which he foreſaw ; but 
a common Mortal can only employ his 
| beſt Endeavours to repair the Faults of 
his Weakneſs; therefore I command you 
all, not only to inform me of all my Du» 
ties without Flattery, but alſo to prevent 
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When a King teſtifies a Love for Virtue, 
all his Subjects become virtuous. As ſoon 


as Nourgeban had ceaſed to ſpeak, Abou- 


razier roſe up and ſaid- Great Prince, if 
you wiſh to have Juſtice truly exerciſed 
in your Dominions, you muſt make 
Choice of a diſintereſted Viſier, who has 
only your Glory and the Good of the 
State in View: The Satisfaction of hav- 


ing done right muſt be the only Recom- 


pence he wiſhes for. You ſay well, Abou- 
razier, return'd Nourgehan, but the Difi- 
culty is to find ſuch a Man. You have, 
my Lord, replied the Courtier, one of 
your Subjects whoſe Moderation and Wiſ⸗ 
dom made him renounce all publick 


Employments under the Reign of your 


illuſtrious Father; your Majeſty perhaps 


is ignorant of what happen'd to him in 


the City of Schiras. The King having 


.commanded him to inform him of it, 
Abourazier purſued his Diſcourſe in this 


Manner: 


Imadil Deulè *, in the laſt War which 


we ſuſtain'd againſt Perſia, lead our vice 


| . torious 
The Support and Aſſiſtance of Felicity. 
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tor ious Army as far as Schiras, which he 
took, and by a Sentiment of Humanity 
preſerv'd from being plunder'd: His 
Soldiers, however, demanded a Recom- 


pence that might make them Amends 
for the Booty they would have made; 


and ſpoke to him ſo ſtrongly, that he 
was obliged to promile it to them, tho? 
he knew not where he could procure it. 
One Day as he was in his Palace, thinking 
of this Demand, he perceived a Serpent 


creep out of a Hole in the Wall and re- 


turn into it again; he-call'd the Eunuchs 
of his Harem and ſaid to them---Break 
open that Hole, and take the Serpent that 
J ſaw enter it this Moment. The Eu- 
nuchs obey'd him, and found a Vault full 
of Preſſes ranged along the Walls, and 
Cheſts piled upon each other, Th y 


were open'd, and they found them to be 


flill'd with Sequins, and the Preſſes heap'd 


up with the moſt magnificent Stuffs. 


Imadil Deule returned Thanks to God 


for this Diſcovery, and diſtributed the 


'T reaſure to his Soldiers. He afterwards 
commanded a Taylor to be ſent . for to 
make Habits of theſe Stuffs, with which 
B 3 he 
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6 ORIENTAL TALES. 
he defign*d:to recompence the Merits of 


thoſe Officers who had ſerv'd under his 
Command. The moſt experienc'd Taylor 


of the City was preſented to him, who 


had always wrought for the late Gover- 
nor. Imadil Deule faid to him- - Not 


only thou ſhalt be well paid if theſe Ha- 
bits are carefully made, but I will procure 


thee a further Recompence, and ſome 


Bowls of Caſſonnade . The Taylor, 
who was deaf of one Ear, apprehend- 
ing that he was to have the Baſtonade, 
fell a weeping; and imagining it was to 
demand an Account of the late Governor's 
Cloaths which he had in his Poſſ:flion, 
he declar'd he had only twelve Cheſts 
full, and that thoſe who accuſed him of 


having more, had not ſaid the Truth. 


Imadil Deule could not forbear ſmiling at 


the Effect which Fear had produc'd in 


the poor Taylor; he cauſed the Habits to 
be brought, which were found to be mag- 
nificent and entirely new. The only Uſe 
he made of them, as well as of the rich 


Stuffs he found in the Preſſes, were to 


cloath and adorn the Officers of his Ar- 
my: 
+ A kind of Sherbet mix'd with Honey. 
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my: I believe therefore that ſo diſinte- 
reſted a Man deſerves the Confidence of 
your Majeſty. Abourazier having ceaſed 
to ſpeak, Nourgeban ſaid to him---Tmadil 
Deule ſhall not be my Viſier ; I believe 
him an honeſt Man, but he wants Pru- 
dence, and I don't think him capable of 
ſupporting my Authority; he had the 
Seals of the Empire, and yet knew not 
how to order every thing neceſſary for 
his Expedition; in a word, his Treafures 
fail'd him, and his Soldiers preſum'd to 
give him Laws. Without the Accident 
of the Serpent, which any other Man 
would have made the ſame Uſe of, what 
would have become of him? The Story - 
of the Taylor is uſeleſs, and of no Con- 
ſequence, Nourgehan continu'd to con- 
verſe with his Courtiers, who often en- 
tertained him with Propoſitions too com- 
mon to be related, But continually occu- 
py'd with the Love of Juſtice, and the 
Deſire of reigning well, he often left his 
Palace at all Hours, to inform himſelf 
of the Truth by his own Knowledge. 
There was an old Potter of Earthen 
Veſſels who inhabited near his Palace, 
| Nour- 


8 ORIENTAL TALES. 
Nourgeban, moved by ſeeing him every 
Day pray to God with the moſt ardent 
and zealous Fervour, ſtopped one Day 
before the little Hutt in which he dwelt, 
and faid to him---Afk of me whatever 
thou deſireſt, and I promiſe to grant it 
thee. Command all your Officers, ſaid 
the Potter, to take each of them one of 
my Pots, and pay me for them what I 
aſk, I won't abuſe this Permiſſion, Nur 
gehan granted him his Requeſt, and gave 
Orders to his Guard to watch over the 
Sale of the Pots, and above all, to do 
whatever the Potter order'd him. He 
made a very modeſt Uſe of the Favour 
that he had obtain'd, and fatisfy*d with 
the Sale of his Work, he exacted no 
more than the Value of them, thinking 
himſelf happy in being able to live by 
his Induſtry, and wiſhing that he might 
give a Proof of his Gratitude to his So- 
vereign. The Viſier of Nourgeban was 
avaritious; but for fear of diſpleaſing h's 
Maſter, he concealed that Vice with the 
utmoſt Care. He went one Morning to 
the Emperor's Audience, when the Pot- 


ter demanded a Sequin for a Pot which 
| he 
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he preſented to him. The Viſier refuſed 
it, and ſaid it was a Jeſt to aſk ſuch 
a Sum for a Thing that the leaſt Coin 
would ſufficiently pay for. The Potter 
ſeeing that he added Menaces to his Re- 
fuſal, anſwer'd him, That ſince he took 
it in that Strain, he demanded a thouſand 
Sequins for his Pot, and added, that he 
ſhould not enter into the Emperor's Pre- 
ſence till he hung the Pot about his Neck, 
and carried him upon his Back to have 
Audience of the Emperor, that he might 
make his Complaints of the Refuſal and 
Menaces he had given him. The Viſier 
made many Difficulties and great Intrea- 
ties to avoid theſe vexatious and morti- 
fying Conditions; but the Hour ap- 
proaching waich the Emperor had ap- 
pointed him, and the Guards refuſing to 
let him enter till he had ſatisfied the De- 
fires of the Potter, he was obliged to 
ſubmit to them, to promiſe the thouſand 
Sequins, to hang the Pot about his Neck, 
and, which was more, to carry the Potter 
on his Back, a Condition that he would 

not recede from. The Emperor, ſur- 
priſed at ſeeing his Viſier arrive in a man- 
B 5 ner 
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ner ſo ridiculous, and ſo unſuitable to his 


Dignity, commanded them to tell him 
what had paſs'd; when he was inſtructed 
of it, he oblig'd the Viſier to pay the 
thouſand Sequins immediately; and com- 
prehending of how great Conſequence it 
might be to a Prince to have an avari- 


tious Miniſter, he depoſed him, and was 


pleaſed with the Potter for having made 
known to him a Thing which perhaps 
but for him he might long have been 1 go 
norant of. 


Nourgeban eſtabliſh'd a Counſel which 
he compoſed of the moſt worthy Men 
of the Empire, ordain'd wiſe and prudent 


Las, and departed to viſit his Provinces, 


with a Reſolution of reſcuing his People 
from an Authority which 1s always dan- 
gerous, when thoſe who exerciſe it are at 
too great a Diſtance from the Sovereign. 
This Prince, endowed with every Virtue, 


had no other Wiſh but that of deſerving, 
after his Death the noble Epitaph of that 


Perſian Monarch, who has only grav'd 
upon his Tomb, bat Pity that Chah 


Chuja zs dead, 


Nourgehan 
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Neurgehan viſiting all the Provinces of 
his Kingdom, had already gone through 
the greateſt Part of them, and remedy'd 


numberleſs Diſorders, when his Curiofity 


engag'd him to make a Journey into 


Tartary *, his neighbouring Kingdom. 


Finding himſelf ſo near their Country, 
he had a Deſire to ſee and to know the 
Manners of theſe Tartars, who are more 
civiliz'd than the others, for they have 
Cities and fix'd Habitations; their Wo- 
men alſe are not confin'd like thoſe of 
the other Aſiaticks. The Tartars know- 
ing the Arrival of the Emperor of the 
Moguls, came to meet him, ſome of 
whom performed Courſes on their ſwifteſt 
Horſes todo him Honour; others, ac- 
companied with their Women, form'd a 
kind of Dance, which tho? a little ſa- 
vage, was not deſtitute of Gracefulneſs 
in their Manner, In the Number of the 
 Tartarian Women who preſented them- 
felves before him, Vourgeban was ſtruck 
with the Beauty of a young Perſon of 
| B 6 . eighteen, 

*The Kingdom of Tanga? lies Weſt of the. 


Moguls : [t is divided into two Parts; the South 
is properiy call'd Tangut, and the North Thibet, 
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12 ORIENTAL TALES. 
eighteen, named Damake +. She reunited 
in herſelf, Shape, Mien, Beauty, and an 
inexpreſſible Senſe and Modeſty in her 
Countenance. Nourgeban did Homage 
to ſo many Charms, and cauſed a Place 
in his Harem to be propoſed to her, but 
ſhe refus*d it; and he would have ſeduc'd 
her by conſiderable Preſents, which Offers 
were not ſo much as liſten'd to. Love 
but too often cauſes the greateſt Change 
in the worthieſt Characters. This Prince, 
ſo wiſe, and till then ſo moderate, lead 
away by his Paſſion, join'd Menaces to 
his Intreaties; he even went ſo far as to 
ſay that he would bring a formidable 
Army thither to obtain a Beauty, whoſe 
Refuſals did not permit him to hope for 
her otherwiſe, He indeed made this raſh 
Speech to Damake alone; for if the Tar- 
tars, who are a People the moſt jealous - 
of their Liberty, had had the leaſt Know- 
ledge of it, the War would have been 
that Moment declar'd. But Damake till 
anſwer'd him with the utmoſt Sweetneſs, 
without ſhewing — leaſt Fear, and with- 


out loſing that Refpect which ſhe awed 
to 


+ Joy of the Heart. 
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to a Sovereign; and it was with that gen- 


tle, and yet reſolved Tone that Courage 
and Truth always infpire, that ſhe related 


this little Hiſtory to him. 


One of the great Lama's, faid ſhe to 
him, whoſe ſupreme Authority in this 
Country you are not ignorant of, became 


in Love (in this very Place) with a Maid 


of the Tribe that Jam of. Not only ſhe 
refuſed all that he cauſed to be offer'd to 
her, but ſhe would not accept the Propo- 
fal he made to marry her; ſo far was he 
blinded by his Paſſion. The Love ſhe 
had to a Muſician, who was not extremely 
well made neither, was the ſole Cauſe of 
her Refuſal, which ſhe confeſs'd to the 
Lama, with a Hope of appearing unworthy 
of his Attachment. But that Prince, (for 
they are look'd upon as ſuch) diſtracted 
with Anger and Sorrow, cauſed his un- 
worthy Rival to be put to Death; and 
under the Pretext of her being agreeable 


to the Dalay Lama “, it was not difficult 
to 
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»The Dalay Lama paſſes, in the Opinion of 


the Tartars of that Canton, for being OT : 
. | 2 


ne. — 
1 


— 
_— — V4 _— - . - * 
SSD 


* 0 
* * 
/ « = — 
* p — 


* = + — 
9 r 
1 —— << ab * — 
=" T6 De. v8 b Wy Q 
* * - n 122 2 


A => — — 1 6 
— DDE e ISL 
— . N 


i 
F + 
* 
« * 
152 8 
* 
9 
5 
* 
> 
N 
1 
* 4 - 
* 
i 7 
3! 
A ** 
4 
4 
4 
* 
, Y 
KA 
5 
1 
he | 
*/ 
1 2 
- As Ta 
% * 
3 
py” 
1 
= 9 
48 
= 
wo -- 
8 
1 
"ro 
1 
"= 
47 85 
„ 
»&5 
1 
1 
#1 | 
; ©, 
. 
4 
3 
* 
1 
* *z 
5 
5 
* 
3 
1 
RR. 
+ 71 
2 
1 
1 
'® 
3 : 
=s 10” 
TY 
ys 
_. 
4 
754 
98 
1 
8 
* 
© 2x8 
3 
= 4 
5 
_ 
34 
73 
75 
5 
' : 
** 
1 
— 
4% 
Þ 
«S 
"> 
3s of 
4 # 
t 
1 
£8 
+ 
RE. 
LY 
* 
Ss. 
4% 
1 A 
. a 
* +. 
1 
4 
Þ 
N 
4 
: 44 
N 
1 
9 $ 


14 ORIENTAL TALES. 
to have her carried off. For you are ſen- 
fible, my Lord, that in this Country 
every thing trembles at the very Name 
of him, whom we look upon as a God 
but the Lama enjoy'd not much Satis- 
faction from his Cruelty and Injuſtice; 
| . | bor 


a — — 
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— 
He lives ſecluded from the World, Without takin g 
any Care of the Temporality of his Dominions : 
Two powerful Chans of the Ca/mucks furniſh him 
with what is neceſſary for the Subfiltence of his 
Houſhold. The Tartars of his right believe that 
he never dies, but is renewed like the Moon: This 
is the Artiſice made uſe of to perſwade the People 
of that Fable. When the Dalay Lama is at the 
Point of Death, they ſearch through all the Re. 
gion of Tangut for a Lama who reſembles him the 
molt, to fupply his Pace, after they have carefully 
concealed the Body of the Deceas'd. It is by this 
Means that they pretend that the Lama has already 
lived ſeven hundred Years, and that he will live 
for ever. All the Princes of Tartary who follow 
his Worſhip, ſend him rich Preſents before they aſ- 
eend the Throne, and make frequent Pilgrimages 
to pay him their Adorations as to the living and 
true God. He lets himſelf be beheld in a ſeeret 
Place of the Convent, illuminated with ſeveral 
Lamps: He vever appears but cover'd with Gold 
and Jewels, rais'd upon a kind of Stage, adorn'd 
with magnificent Carpets, and ſeated upon a rich 
Cuſhion, with his Legs a-croſs after the Manner of 
the Tartars. They proftrate themſelves before 
him, without being permitted to approach him ſo 
much as to kiſs his Feet. [4 Relation of Great 
Tartary, | 
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for after ſhe had promis'd to yield to the 
amorous Purſuits of the Lama, in order 
to obtain a greater Liberty, ſhe precipt- 
tated herſelf from the Top of that Rock 
which can be perceiv'd from hence, and 
which is always ſhewn ia the Country as 
a Proof of the Conſtancy and Reſolution 
that the Tartarian Virgins are capable of. 


It is not, continued Damake, being pre- 
jud.c*d in the manner ſhe was, that makes 
me refuſe the Offers of your Majeſty, 
my Heart to this Hour is free, but, my 
Lord, learn to know it thoroughly. It is 
noble, and perhaps worthy of the Favour 
vou condeſcend to honour me with: My 
weak Charms have ſeduc'ct you; but a 
Woman who has no other Merit, in my 
Opinion, is of little Value! Perhaps, re- 
turn'd Nourgeban, the Difference of our 
Religions is an Obſtacle to my Happi- 
neſs. No, my Lord, I am a Muſſulman, 
reſumed Damake; Can you imagine I 
could ſubmit to the Ideas that are given 
us of the Dalay Lama? Can we believe 
that a Man is immortal ? The Artifice 
that is made uſe of to perſwade us of it, 
is too groſs ; in one word, my Eyes 
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16 ORIENTAL TALES, 


are too much enlighten'd for me to heſi- 
tate between the Ideas fomented by theſe 


Prieſts, and thoſe by which the Divinity 


of God is preached by his moſt ſacred 


Friend. No, my Lord, continu'd ſhe 


but I am ſenſible of the Riſque I ſhall 


run by your Goodneſs to me. Time 
makes the Nightingale periſh, that ami- 


able Bird; it makes the Roſe fade, that 
Flower ſo charming even in the midſt of 


Thorns; it permits the Moon to ſhine 


during the Night, and to darken its Lu- 
{tre when the Day approaches; the Night 
forces the Sun to diſappear, that King of 
the World; Time, after having rais'd 
a Man to the Throne, has often ſunk 
him to. Poverty and Want. Can I ex- 
pect, therefore, it ſhould be conſtant in 


my Favour alone? Yet, notwithſtanding 


theſe Reflections, I confeſs, my Lord, I 
ſhould be flatter*d with the Thought of 
pleaſing a Man whoſe Virtues I eſteem 
above his Greatneſs. But I ſhould wiſh 
to pleaſe him by other Qualities: I ſhould 
wiſh to have render'd myſelf worthy of 
him, by Services ſo conſtderable, that 


even a Marriage thus unſuitable, far from 


expoſing 
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expoſing him to Reproaches, ſhould only 
ſerve to make his Choice more applauded. 
Judge then, my Lord, continued ſhe, 
whether a Perſon penetrated by the Ex- 
ample I have related, and which I ap- 
prove, notwithſtanding the Contempt 
the World may have of her, can let her- 
ſelf be ſeduced by infinuating Offers, or 
ſubdu'd by Violence. Nourgeban charm'd 
at finding ſuch uncommon Senſe, and 
ſuch delicate Sentiments, in an Object 
whoſe Figure alone could have render'd 
her amiable, admir'd her Virtue, gave 
her his Royal Promiſe never to conſtrain 
her, and reſolved never to depart from 
her. He ſent a numerous Train of Slaves 
and Camels to the beauteous Damate, 
who followed him with all her Family. 
She would never have conſented to this 
Step, if ſhe had been oblig'd to abandon 
Friends to whom ſhe was attach'd, and 
whoſe Preſence might prevent the leaſt 
Attempt againſt her Reputation. The 
King ſaw her every Day, and cou'd not 
be a Moment without wiſhing to ſee her, 
or without admiring her when he did 
ſee her. In the mean time, the Diſcour- 
ſes 


— — * 


| Wing with Loney Charm of Youth, and 
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fes of the Court and of the Populace 


reach'd the Ears of Damake ; ſhe knew 


the wrong Opinion they had of her. 


To repair this Inconvenience, ſhe reſolv'd 
to remove this Opinion, and to prejudice 
their Minds in favour of her. With this 
Deſign ſhe conjur'd Nourgeban to aſſem- 
ble all the learned Men of his Kingdom, 
that ſhe might anſwer their Queſtions, and 
afterwards propoſe her's to them. Nour- 
gehan, who dreaded leſt a Perſon fo young 
as Damake ſhould expoſe herſelf too haſt i- 


ly, and return with Confuſion from ſuch 


a Diſpute, uſed his utmoſt Efforts to diſ- 
ſuade her from her Requeſt; for the Fear 
and Concern that is felt for what we 
love, is moſt certainly far ſtronger than 
what intereſts us for ourſelves. His Re- 
nonſtrances were in vain. The learned 
Men were aſſembled to the Number of 
Twelve; and in the Audience that was 
given them, the King was placed upon 
an elevated Throne, in his Habits of Ce- 
remony 3 Damake was ſeated lower, op- 
polite to him, leaning upon a Sopha, 
dreſs'd with the greateſt Plainneſs, but 


every 
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every Gift of Nature, ſurrounded by the 
twelve Sages, venerable by their extreme 
Age, and their flowing Beards, leaning, 
upon a large Table, round which they 
and ſne were ſeated. The Sages, who 
knew not with what Deſign Nourgehan 
had aſſembled them, were extremely 
aſtoniſnh'd when he made known to them 
the Project of Damake © They look'd up- 
on the Adverſary which was preſented 
them, and kept Silence, not doubting but 
the King did it with a Deſign of Con- 
tempt. Nourgeban ſaid to them, I per- 
ceive your Thoughts, but I have given 
my Royal Promiſe, and *tis your Buſineſs 
to acquit me of it. Propoſe boldly the 
hardeſt Queſtions to this Beauty, who has 
engag'd to reſolve all the Difficulties that 
your great Learning gives you the Op- 
portunity of propoſing to her. Then 
one of the Sages ſpeaking, and addreſ- 
fing himſelf to Damake, ſaid to her, 
W hat is that which is confin'd, and yet 
pleaſes the whole World, whoſe Head is 
g1Pd with Fire, its Body with Water, 
and whoſe Back is in the Air, 
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5 Damake reply'd, without Heſitation, 
»Tis a Bath. The Sage felt a Confuſion, 
i and Nourgehan a Tranſport of Joy. 


The ſecond Sage demanded, What is 
that Thing which takes the Colour of 
them who look upon it, which Men can- 
not do without, and which of itſelf has 
neither Body nor Colour ? 


It is the Water, reply*d Damake again. 


The third ſaid to her, Can you, oh 
Miracle of Senſe and Beauty, tell me what 
is the Thing which has neither Door nor 
Foundation, and which is within fill'd 
with yellow and white, : 

It is an Egg, ſaid that beauteous Moon 
of Felicity, | | 


The fourth Sage, after having conſi- 
der'd a little, in hopes of ſurpaſling his 
Brethren, (for the learned Men in the 
Magul have a Share of Self-Love) ſaid 
to her, There is in a certain Garden a 
Tree, this Tree bears twelve Branches, 
| 5 upon 
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upon each Branch there are thirty Leaves, 


and upon each Leaf there are five Fruits, 


of which three are in the Shade and two 
in the Sun: What is this Tree? And 
where is it to be found ? 


This Tree, return'd Damake, repre- 
ſents the Lear, the twelve Branches are 
the Months, the thirty Leaves the Days, 
the five Fruits the five Prayers, of which 
two are made by Day, and three by 
Night. The Sage remain'd confus'd, 
and the Courtiers whoſe Minds vary 
like the Air, and whoſe Sentiments are 
chang*d by what 1s leſs than nothing, be- 
gan to be inwardly perſwaded of the Va- 
lue of what they had at firſt only pretend- 
ed to admire, 


The other Sages, who had not yet 
ſpoke, would have excus'd themſelves, 


and made their Silence be paſſed over in 


favour. of the Applauſes they gave to 
the uncommon Senſe of her who had 
confounded thoſe who preceded them. 
But Nourgeban, at the Intreaty of Da- 
make, having commanded them to conti- 
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nue the Conference: One of them de- 
manded, hat was beavier than a Moun- | | * 
tain ? The other, Phat was more cut. 
ting than a Sabre? And the third, J/hat 
<vas fwifter than an Arrow? Damake, 
with an equal Preſence of Mind, anſwer'd, 
that the firſt was the Tongue of a Man 
that complains of Oppreſſion; the ſecond, 
Calumny; and the third, A Look. There 
| were four Sages remaining who had not 
yet propos'd their Difficulties. Nou. 
gehan trembled, leſt at length the Mind 
of Damake ſhould be exhauſted, and ſhe 
ſhould loſe the Honour of ſo great a 
Number of judicious Anſwers. Yet this 
beautiful Moon of the World appeared 
neither fatigu*d nor exalted, with what 
would have rais'd the Vanity of the great- 
eſt Part of Mankind. But the very Pro- 
perty of Love being to ſubmit to the Will 
of what it loves, Nourgehan whom the 
Preceding Examples had not yet reaſſur'd, 
full of Alarms and Inquietudes, com- 
manded them to ſpeak by a Sign of his 
Head, which they durſt not refuſe. 
The firſt demanded of her, What that 
Animal was which avoided every body, 
Was 
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was compos'd of ſeven different Animals, 
and inhabited in deſolate Places, | 


| The ſecond acid to know who that 
was, whoſe Habit was arm'd with Darts, 
who wore a black Veſt, a yellow Shirt, 
whoſe Mother lived above a Hundred 
Years, and who was liked by the whole 
World ? 


The third deſir'd her to name that, 
which had but one Foot, which had a 
Hole in its Head, a Leathern Girdle, and 
which raigd-up-its Head when its Hairs 
were torn off, and its Face was ſpit upon, 


The fourth added the followin 3Queſtion, 


What Woman 1s chat, who is above 
a Hundred Years old, who lies in every 
Year of above a thouſand Daughters, tho? 
ſhe has no Husband, who throws out Poi- 
ſon whenever ſhe opens ker Mouth, whilſt 
Honey flows from the 225 of her Chil- 
dren ? 


 Damake anſwer'd to the firſt, That it 


Was 
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was a Graſhopper, which is compoſed of 
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ſeven Animals: For it has the Head of 


4 Horſe, the Neck of an Ox, the Wings 
of an Eagle, the Feet of a Camel, the 


Tail of a Serpent, the Horns of a Stag, 
and the Body of a Scorpion. 


This Beauty found it more difficult to 
anſwer the Queſtion of the ſecond; for 
a Moment the whole Aſſembly thought 
her vanquiſn'd. This Idea, which ſhe 
perceived in the Eyes of all who look'd 
upon her, made her bluſh : She appear'd 
only ſtill more beautiful; and Nourgehan 
was charm'd when he ſaw the Sage who 
had propos'd the Queſtion, agree, that 
ſhe had anſwer'd with her uſual Juſtneſs, 
when ſhe ſaid, that it was a Cheſnut. She 
anſwer'd the third without Heſitation, 
that it was a Diſtaff; and was not longer 
in aſſuring the fourth, that the Subject of 


his Enigma was a Fig-Tree, 


So much Knowledge, ſo much Pre- 
ſence of Mind, join'd to ſuch uncom- 


mon perſonal Charms, threw all Minds 


into ſo pleaſing a Confuſion, that not- 
| | with- 


f 


. 
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withſtanding the Awe that the Preſence 
of Nourgeban muſt inſpire, they all loud- 


ly expreſs'd the Joy, the Admiration, 


and the Pleaſure they felt at being Wit- 
neſſes of ſo uncommon a Scene. Damake 
then made a Sign that ſhe deſired now to 


ſpeak. Silence was commanded, and ſhe 


deſired the Sages to inform her, what 
was ſweeter than Honey? 


| Some of them anſwei*d, That it was 
the Satisfaction of enjoying our Wiſhes; 


ſome that of Gratitude z; and ſome al- 


ledg*d, it was the Plealure of conferring 
Obligations, 


When Damake had let them ſpeak a 


ſufficient Time, ſhe applauded all the 
reaſonable and juſt Thoughts they had 
made uſe of; but The finiſh'd her Diſ- 


courſe by asking them with Gentleneſs, if 


ſhe was miſtaken when ſhe imagin'd the 
ſweeteſt thing upon Earth to be, The 


Love of a Mother to her Child, 


An Anſwer ſo ſuitable to her Sex, who 


ought always to appear attach'd to their 
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Duty, and propos'd with ſo much Mo- 
deſty, intirely finiſh'd the Conqueſt. of 
their Hearts, But Damake who had no 
other Deſign upon this Occaſion but to 
conciliate their Eſteem, and authorize the 
Favours that Nourgeban honour'd her 
with, was reſolv'd to finiſh a Scene which 
ſhe did not deſign to repeat, reſolving for 
the future to be occupy'd with Schemes 
and Ideas of a higher Kind. Damake 
then caus'd Inſtruments to be brought, 
and ſung and play'd in all the different 
Modes of Muſick, and finiſh'd by ſing- 
ing in the famous Strain of Zeaghioule 
the following Song, which ſhe accompa- 
nied with the utmoſt Grace. 
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I am never ſatisfied with ſeeing what I 
love: If I am ſeparated from it I ſhall 
die with Sorrow, My Heart and my Bo- 

fom inflan®d with my Love, muſt, be con- 
fow's by the Fire of our Separation. He 
is a [ways preſent in my Mind, and his 

Name is for ever in my Mouth : I cannot 

live without his Preſence : His Love and 

his Charms are the. Source and Eſſence of 
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Nourgeban, in thoſe Tranſports of Joy 


of what one loves, - diſmiſſed the whole 
Aſſembly, but not without making ſome 
large Preſents to the Sages z and when 
they were all retir'd, he threw himſelf ac 


the Knees of Damake, ſaying, Thou art 
the Flambeau of my Heart, and the 
Life of my Soul, haſte thee to make me 


happy. This Beauty of the Heavens an- 


ſwer'd, That ſhe was not yet worthy of 
him. What can you require farther, 


cry*d the paſſionate Prince? You have 
charm'd my whole Court ; you have 
_ confounded the Learning of the Men moſt 
celebrated for their Wiſdom and their 
Science: The Juſtneſs of your Anſwers, 
the Moderation of your Queſtion, and 
the Modeſty with which you bore the 
Advantage of ſo great a Triumph, have 
dazzled them. Not fatisfy'd with hav- 
ing prov'd your Senſe, what Talents did 
not you ſhew when you touch'd the muſi- 


cal Inſtruments ! What a Taſte did you 


expreſs in your Song! Who ever, like 


Damake, join'd ſuch Merit to ſo much 


C3 Beauty 


- which are given by the repeated Succeſſes 
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Beauty ! But I perceive it, you love. me 
not, ſaid this paſſionate Prince with the 
utmoſt Tenderneſs, ſince you refuſe to at- 
tach your Deͤſtiny to mine; doubtleſs 
you have an Averſion for my Perſon. I 
am very far from deſerving this Re- 
proach, my Lord, ſaid this Beauty of 
Beauties, you yourſelf ſhall be my Judge. 
The greateſt Pleaſure and the higheſt Sa- 
tisfaction I have felt on this Day, which 
your Prejudice in my Favour has made 
you think ſo glorious, was the being 
able to expreſs before the whole Court, 
in a proper Manner, the Sentiments 
with which you have filPd my Heart, by 
the Song of the celebrated Enevers*. 
W hat can you wait for farther to render 
me the happieſt Man upon Earth, cry'd 
Nourgeban with Eagerneſs? You love 
me, and I adore you, What wants there 
more? My Wiſhes for you are become 
an Ocean unbounded by any Shore, I re- 
ſolve to deſerve you, my Lord, reply'd 
ſhe, by Talents of more Value than thoſe 
of Muſick, by a Juſtneſs of Senſe more 
uſeful than that which your Sages ſer ſuch 


2 Price — and which 1 is only a Subtil- 
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® One of the moſt celebrated Perſſan Poets. 
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ty of Mind more glaring than eſſential. 
TI wiſh to eſtabliſh myſelf in your Heart 
upon Foundations more ſolid than Beau- 


ty, or thoſe ſuperficial Talents that you 
have had the Goodneſs to applaud : In 


fine, I wiſh that Love may in you only 
be a Paſſage to that Eſteem and Friend- 
ſhip which I aſpire to deſerve : Submit 
your Impatience to grant me this Favour 
it perhaps gives me more Pain to ask it, 


than your Majeſty to grant it : Let me 


then live ſome Time under the Shadow 
of your Felicity. I am capable of no- 
thing now, reply*d Nourgeban, but loving 
and adoring you ; but at leaſt, added 
he, permit me to give a full Proof of 
the Juſtice I do your Merit; aſſiſt in the 
Divan, preſide in all Affairs, and give 
me your Counſels, I can follow none 
that are more prudent, or better judg'd. 
The Diamond had boaſted, reply'd Da- 
make, that there was no Stone which 
equall'd it in Strength and Hardneſs ; 
God, who loves not Pride, chang'd its 
Nature in favour of Lead, the vileſt of 
Metals, to which it gave the Power to 
cut it, Independently of the Pride I muſt 
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render myſelf guilty of, if I accepted your 
obliging Offers, purſu'd this fair Roſe 
of Beauty, God forbid that I ſhould do 
that Wrong to my Sovereign Lord, to 
authorize by my Behaviour the Re- 
proaches that would be thrown: upon 
him : There would be a Foundation to 
ſay that he was govern'd by a Woman. 
T allow, added ſhe, that your Majeſty 
ought to have a Viſier; you cannot ſee 
every thing with your own Eyes, and I 
ve I am able to ſhew one worthy 
or Neurgehan. Name him to me, reply'd 
hs, and I will give him the Charge this 
Moment. Your Majefty, reply'd the 
beauteous Damake, muſt know him be- 
fore you accept him, I hope you will 
. d in him, whom I propoſe, thoſe Vir- 
tues and Talents neceſſary in a Man dig- 
nify*d with ſo great an Employment. He 
is retir'd into the City of Balk, and is 
named Diafer. The Poſt of Viſier to 
one of the moſt powerful Kings of the 
Indies, has been preſerv'd in his Family 
oye a thouſand Years ; judge then, 
y Lord, what a Collection of admira- 


ble Memorials he muſt have upon all 
Parts 
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Parts of Government; and yet a Prince, 


blinded by the pernicious Counſels of his 
Favourites, has depoſed him, and he 
paſſes his Days at Balt; Days which 
might'be happy if he had not lived in a 
Habitude of Labour, and a Hurry of 
great Affairs, which ſeldom leave the 
Mind at Liberty to be fatisfy'd with any 
Thing leſs tumultuous, Nourgehan im- 
mediately reply'd, Diafer is my Viſier; 
Damake can never be miſtaken. Upon 
the Spot he wrote to the Governor of 
Balk, and ſent him a Note for a Hun- 
dred Thouſand Sequins, to be deliver'd 
to Diafer, to defray the Expences of his 


Journey; and he charg'd the fame Cou- 


rier with a Letter for him, in which he 
conjur'd him to accept the Poft which 
he had deſtin'd him for. Diafer began 
his Journey ; he was received with Mag- 
nificence in every City, and the Empe- 
ror ſent all the Noblemen of his Court 
to meet him, and conduct him to the Pa- 
lace which he had deſtin'd for him in the 
Kingdom of Viſiapour, where he then re- 
ſided. He was treated there with incre- 
dible Magnificence during three Days; 

after 
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after which he was conducted to an Au- 
dience of the Prince : He appear'd at 
the Height of Joy for poſſeſſing a Man 
whom Damake eſteem'd ſo highly; but 
that Joy was of no long Duration : For 
that Prince, who was 10 gracious, and fo 
prejudic'd in his Favour, flew into the 
moſt dreadful Anger the Moment he ap- 
pear*d in his Preſence. Go, ſaid he to 
him, vaniſh this Moment, and never ſee 


me again, Diafer obey'd, and retir'd | 


in all the Confuſion, the Sorrow, and 
the Surprize, that ſuch a Reception 
muſt give him: He return'd into his A- 
partment, without being able to imagine 
the Cauſe of the King's Anger, who, in 
the mean time, held a Councel, and ex- 
amin'd the Affairs of his Kingdom, with- 
out taking any Notice of what had paſs'd 
with him whom he had deſtin'd to be 
his Viſiter. He afterwards repair'd to the 
Apartment of Damate, who, already 
inform'd of an Event which employ'd 
the Thoughts of the whole Court, doubt- 
ed not but there was an Alteration in the 
Mind of him to whom ſhe was ſo per- 


ur attach'd. The Sorrow which this 
Re- 
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Reflection had given her, had plung'd 
her into a Situation ſo languiſhing, as 
ſcarce left her the Uſe of Speech. Yer 
making an Effort to conquer herſelf, ſhe 
ſaid to him, after ſome Moments Si- 
lence, How is it poſſible, my Lord, that 


after all the Expences you have been at, 
and all the Cares you took for the Arri- 


val of Diafer at your Court, after all the 
Honours you have order'd to be paid 
him, and thoſe that you have loaded him 
with, you ſhould receive him ſo ill? Ah! 
Damake, cry'd Nourgehan, I ſhould 
have had no Regard to all that I have 
done for him, to the IlJuſtrioufneſs of 
his Family, nor to the Fatigues that he 
has ſuffer*d in coming ſo far, if any other 
but you had recommended him to me; 
I would have had his Head ſtruck off 
the Moment he preſented himſelf before 
me, and it was wholly in regard to you 
that I ſatisfy'd myſelf with baniſhing him 
from my Preſence for ever. But how did 
he incur your Indignation, purſu'd Da- 

make? Know then, reſum'd Nourgehan, 
that when he came up to me, he had 


the moſt ſubtle of Poiſons about him. 
May 
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May I ask you, my Lord, return'd Da- 
make, what Certainty you have of ſuch 


a Fact; and if you may not doubt of the 


Fidelity of him who made you the Re- 
port. Nourgeban reply'd, I knew it from 


myſelf, I permit you to enquire into it, 


and you will find whether I was miſtaken 
or no. When Nourgeban had left Da- 
make more reaſſur'd as to the Heart of 
the Emperor, though alarm'd at the Im- 
preſſions he was capable of taking ſo 
lightly, ſhe ſent for Diafer, who appear'd 
ſunk with the moſt violent Chagrin : She 
convers'd with him for ſome Time, and 
perceiving how deeply the ill Treatment 

he had received from the King had 

plung'd the Poniard of Sorrow into his 
Heart, the ſaid to him, that he ought not 
to afflict himſelf ſo much; that the 
Wrath of Nourgeban would be of no 
long Duration, and that he would ſoon 


repair the Afffont that he had given him: 


She added, that Princes had their Mo- 


ments that ought to be paſs'd by and ex- 


cus*d., When ſhe had a little calm'd his 
Chagrin, ſhe finiſh'd her Diſcourſe by 
faying to him, If I have deſerv'd your 

Con- 
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Confidence, if you believe that I ſhall en- 
deavour to repair the Affront you have 
ſuffer'd, ſince I, by doing Juſtice to your 
Talents, was the innocent Cauſe of what 
has happen'd to you; if I deſerve any 
Return from you, vouchſafe to inform 
me why you had Poiſon about you when 
you were preſented to Nourgeban? Dia- 
fer ſurpriz'd at this Queſtion, after hav- 
ing reflected ſome Moments, reply'd, 

*Tis true, I had it with me, but my 
Heart, though I bore it about me, was 
as pure as the Dew of the Morning; I 
even have it now that I ſpeak to you : 
Saying this he drew a Ring from off his 
Finger, and preſented it to her : The 
Setting of this Ring, ſaid he, encloſes a 
moſt ſubtle Poiſon; it is a Treaſure that 
has been preſerv'd in our Family from 
Father to Son thele Thoufand Years ; 
my Anceſtors have always worne it, to 
' preſerve themſelves from the Anger of 
thoſe Princes they ſerv'd, in caſe they 
ſhould have had the Misfortune to diſ- 

leaſe them in the Exerciſe of their Poſt 
of Viſier. You may believe, continu*d 
he, that the King ſending for me, wholly 

C 6 un- 
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unknown to him, to exerciſe that Charge, 
and conſcious of the Enemies a Stranger 
generally meets with, I would net forget 
to bring this Treaſure, The Sorrow that 
the cruel Behaviour of Nourgehan has 
given me, and the Shame that he has 
cover'd me with, renders it ſtill more pre- 
cious to me, as it ſhall not be long before 
I make Uſe of it. Damake obtained from 
him that he ſhould ſuſpend, at leaſt for 
ſome Days, his fatal Deſign, and con- 
jur'd him to wait in his Palace till he 
heard from her. . 


She immediately repair'd to give an 
Account to Nourgehan of what ſhe had 
learn'd. That Prince perceiving by her 
Relation that Diafer had no ill Deſign, 
and that the Cruelty of Princes in gene- 
ral authoriz'd but too juſtly ſuch a Pre- 
caution, repented that he had received 
him ſo unworthily, and promis'd Da- 
make the next Day to make Amends for 
the Pain he had given him. She ap- 
prov'd this Deſign; but before ſhe quit- 
ted him, ſhe conjur'd him to ſatisfy her 


Curioſity, by informing her how he could 
perceive 
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perceive the Poiſon which Diafer in ef- 
fect had with him, Nourgeban reply'd, 
Never will J have any thing concealed 
from the Sovereign of my Heart; I al- 
ways wear a Bracelet, purſued he, which 
my Father left me, and which has long 
been in our Family, tho' I am ignorant 
of the Name of the Sage who compogd 
it, or how it fell into the Hands of my 


Anceſtors. It is of a Matter that nearly 


reſembles Coral, and has the Property of 
diſcovering Poiſon, even at a very great 


Diſtance. It is moved and agitated when- 


ever it approaches; and when Diafer 
came near me, the Bracelet was very nigh 
breaking, the Poiſon which he bore had 
ſo much Strength and Violence, Had he 
not been recommended by you, conti- 
nu'd he, his Head ſhould have been 
ſtruck off that Moment; I was the more 
certain that Diafer bore that dangerous 
Poiſon, as my Bracelet remained im- 
moveable immediately upon his leaving 
the Hall where I gave Audience. Nour- 
geban loos'd it from his Arm and gave 
it to Damake, She examin'd it with great 


Attention, and ſaid to bim This Taliſ- 
man, 
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man, my Lord, is doubtleſs very won- 


derful; yet this Adventure ought to 


prove to you, how much thoſe who have 


the ſovereign Power are oblig'd to be 
upon their Guard againſt Appearances, 
and of what Confequence it is for them 
not to give Judgment raſhly. Damake 
retit'd, and Nourgeban commanded the 
greateſt Pomp, and the moſt ſplendid 


Train to conduct Diafer the next Day to 
Audience. This Order was executed ; 


Neurgehan receiv'd him with the utmoſt 
Affability, and teſtify*d the greateſt Re- 
gret for what had paſs'd. Then there 
was preſented to him, by his Command, 
a Standiſh of Gold, a Pen and Paper. 
Immediately he wrote in the beautifulleſt 
Characters the moſt ſublime Sentences, 
upon the manner in which a Vifier ought 
to behave himſelf in his important Poſt, 
Nourgeban admir'd his Talents, made 
him cloath himſelf in the Robe of a Vi- 
fier, and to crown his Goodneſs, confided 
to him the Secret of his Bracelet. Dia- 
fer ſtrenuoufly adviſed that Prince never 
to part with it; and in his Admiration, 
and the Pleaſure he felt at poſſeſſing fo 

| great 
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great a Treaſure, he aſk'd his new Viſier 
if he believ'd that through the whole 
World there could be found any Thing 
ſo curious? Great Prince, rcply*d Diafer 
to him, I have ſeen in the City of Dioul 
another Miracle of Nature, leſs uſeful 
indeed, but which for the Strength of Art 
and Learning with which a Sage has 
compos'd it, may be compar'd to this. 
What is it, returned Nourgehan, I ſhould 
be glad to be inſorm'd of it. Then Dia- 
Fer ſpoke thus: 


When J had receiv'd your Majeſty? 3 
Command to repair to your Preſence, I 
departed, and was oblig'd to make ſome 
Stay at Dioul, through which I pais'd in 
my Way to Viſiapour, where I knew I 
might join your Majeſty. Notwithſtand- 
ing my Impatience, I was oblig'd to col- 
le& ſeveral Things which were neceſſary 
to me in my Journey, and made Uſe of 
that Time to view the Beauties of the 
City. The Governor, whoſe Riches and 
Opulence aſtoniſn'd me, came to meet 
me on the Day of my Arrival, and con- 
ducted me to his Palace; he loaded = 
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with Honour, and, during my Reſidence 


there, ſhew'd me the utmoſt Reſpect and 


Favour ; yet it was accompany'd with 


a Conſtraint that render'd his Fidelity ſul- 


pected by me. Among the Amuſements 
that he procur'd for me, he engag'd me to 
a Party upon the River; I conſented to it, 
and we embark'd the next Day in a 
ſmall Frigate which he had provided 


with that Deſign: The Weather was as 


we could wiſh, and the Converſation moſt 
agreeable, The Governor of Dioul was 
ſcated on the upper Deck, and I was 
placed cloſe to him; a young Boy, beau- 
tiful as the Sun, lay at his Feet; the moſt 
Exquiſite Wines were ſerv'd upon a Ta- 
ble which ſtood before us; their Coldneſs 
and that of the Ice, with which all the 
Fruits were ſurrounded, contributed to 


the moſt ſeducing Voluptuouſneſs, when- 
ever the beauteous Slaves gave Leiſure 


to think upon any thing beſides their 
Charms, and the Skill with which they 
ſung, and play'd upon different Inſtru- 
ments, Our Pleaſure was thus accom- 
pany'd with every thing that could render 
it delicious; andas I was thinking upon 
ſomething to ſay that might be agreeable 

LO 
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to the Governor, I perceiv'd upon his 
Finger ſo magnificent” a Ruby, that I 
could not forbear giving it the Praiſes it 
deſerv'd. The Governor immediately 
drew off his Ring and preſented it to me; 
I examin'd it with Attention, and return'd 
it to him again, and had all imaginable 
Trouble to make him take it: But ſeeing 
that I abſolutely refus'd to keep it, he 
was ſo concern'd that he threw it into the 
River, I repented then that I had not 
accepted ſo perfect a Work of Nature, 
and teſtify*d my Sorrow to the Governor, 
who anſwer'd me, That it was my own 
Fault, Yet, continu'd he, if you will 
promiſe me to accept it, it won't be diffi- 
cult for me to find this Ring again, which 
is really deſerving of your Acceptance, 
T imagin'd that having another not unlike 
it, he deſign'd to offer me that; but with- 
out ſaying any more to me, he immedi- 
ately commanded they ſhould ſteer the 
Veſſel to the Land. When he was ar- 
riv'd there, he ſent his Slave to his Trea- 
ſurer to demand ſuch a ſmall Caſket as he 
deſcrib'd to him, and caſt Anchor to 
wait the Return of the Slave, who was 

expedi- 
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expeditious in executing the Orders he 
had receiv'd; and the Governor having 


taken out of his Pocket a ſmall Gold 
Key, open'd the Caſket, out of which he 


took a fmall Fiſh of the ſame Metal, and 
of admirable Workmanſhip, and threw 
it into the River, Immediately it plung'd 
to the Bottom, and foon after appear'd 
vpon the Surface of the Water, holding 


the Ring in its Mouth. The Rowers 


who were in the Boat took it in their 
Hands and brought it to the Governor, 
to whom it deliver'd the Ring with a 
Motion of its Head; no other Perſon 


could have forc'd it from its Teeth. The 
Governor again preſenting it to me, I 


could not refuſe it, efpecially as he redou- 
bled his Entreaties. The Fiſh was re- 


placed in the little Caſket, and ſent back 


to the Treaſury. 


Diafer, after g related this Hi- 
ſtory, drew the Ring from off his Fin- 
ger, and prefented it to Nourgoban, who 


finding it to be extremely magnificent, 


faid to him, Never part from this Ring, 


which is till more uncommon by the 


Virtue 
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Virtue of the Taliſman which renderd 
you the Poſſeſſor of it, than by its natu- 
ra] Beauty. But, continu'd he, you ought 
to have inform'd yourſelf at what Time, 
how, and by whom that wonderful Ma- 
ſter piece of Art was compos'd. I us'd 
my utmoſt Efforts to be informed in it, 
reply*'d Diafer, but they were in vain; 
and ſtruck with ſo ſingular an Event, I 
thought no more of the Pleaſures of the 
Day. The Governor perceiving that L 
fell into a deep Reverie, faid to me, Life 
is ſhort, make Uſe of every Moment, 
and enjoy every Pleaſure. The Soul is a 
Bird impriſon'd in the Cage of the Body, 
which it muſt ſoon quit; rejoice while it 
is in your Power, you know not who 
fhall exiſt To- morrow. I confeſſed to 
him that Curiofity had penetrated my 
Heart; he reply'd, I am in Deſpair that 
I cannot ſatisfy you, and pronounc'd 
theſe Words with a Tone that expreſs'd 
his Deſign of not giving a more parti- 
cular Anſwer, Let us think only of amu- 
ſing ourſelves agreeably, continu'd he. I 
follow'd his Counſels as much as it was 
in my Power, and departed from Diou! 

| without 
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without being able to have any Ecclaircif- 


ſement from the Governor upon that Ar- 


ticle; but fully perſwaded that this Taliſ- 


man was the Source of all the Treaſures 


which he poſſeſſes. 


Nourgeban terminated the Audience of 
Diafer by aſſuring him of his Favour, if 
he us'd his utmoſt Care in the Admini— 
ſtration of Juſtice; he afterwards gave 
an Account to Damake of the Converſa- 
tion he had held with his Viſier, and made 
her a Recital of the Hiſtory of the Fiſh. 
J have a Love to theſe Taliſmans, ſaid 
that Prince, and this little Fiſh gives me 
an extreme Curioſity, and I wiſh at leaſt I 
knew the Author of it. That ſhining 
Star of the Firmament promis'd him to 


uſe her utmoſt Efforts to inform him of 


it, In effect, the next Day Damate in- 
ſtructed him, that of all the Taliſmans 
which the great Seidel-Beckir had made, 
there ſubſiſted only four, his Bracelet, the 


little Fiſh which Diafer had ſpoke to 


him of, and which ſhe preſented to him 


from the Governor of Dioul, adding, 


that he had juſt ſent it as a Preſent to 
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your Majeſty, in order to obtain a Life 
which he had deſerv*d to loſe, your faith- 
ful Subjects having taken him in Arms 
againſt you. The third, a Poniard, very 
meanly adorn'd, which ſhe beg'd him to 
accept. The others, continu'd ſhe, are 
either worn out, (for you know, my 
Lord, they are only eſtabliſh'd for a cer- 
tain Time) or have been deſtroy'd by dif- 
ferent Accidenis. Why did the Goyernor 
of Dioul, reſumed Nourgeban, conceal 
from Diafer that Seidel-Beckir was the 
Author of that which he poſſeſs'd. He 
was ignorantof it, my Lord, interrupted 
Damake, and perhaps aſham'd of not 
knowing it, he feign'd it to be a Secret, 
as 1s the Nature of Mankind who cover 
their Ignorance by an Affectation of My- 
ſtery. But what is the Virtue of this 
Taliſman that you offer me, ſaid Nour- 
gehan, as he accepted the Poniard? I 
ſhall inform youof it, my Lord, continu'd 
Damake, at the ſame time that I give you 
an Account of what I have been able to 
learn concerning the Fiſh, It may be 
about three thouſand Years ſince there ap- 
pear'd in this Part of Aſia, where we in- 
habit, 
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habit, a Man named Houna, who was ſo 
great that he was ſurnam'd Seidel-Beckir. 
He was a Sage, who poſſeſſed in Perfec- 
tion all thoſe Talents which acquire a 
general Veneration. The Science of Ta- 
liſmans he poſſeſs'd in ſo eminent a De- 
gree, that by their Means he commanded 
the Stars and the Conſtellations. Unhap- 
pily his Writings are loſt, and therefore 
no Taliſmans like his can now be made. 
Antinmour, King of Indoſtan, having 
found Means to acquire a Friendſhip with 
him, Seidel-Beckir in return for his Senti- 
ments, and ſome {mall Services that he 
had done him, made him a Preſent of 
that ſmall Fiſh, of which your Viſier 
gave you an Account, and it always re- 
i mained in the Treaſury of Aniinmour as 
i long as his Family ſubſiſted, One of the 
Anceſtors of the Governor of Dioul find- 
mn ing himſelf the Viſier of the laſt of that 
1 Race, when the Family was extindt by 
| thoſe Revolutions which the Hiſtory of 
1 the Indies relates at length, and which are 
| 


univerſally; known, ſeiz'd upon this Cu- 
riolity, and his Succeſſors have kept it 
with the utmoſt Care till this Time, Not 
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only this Taliſman fetches back what- 
ever is fallen. into. a River, or the Sea, to 
the Perſon to whom it belongs, but if you 
indicate to it any thing to be brought out 
of that Element, it goes in Search of it 
with the greateſt Exactitude, and brings it 
to where it is commanded. I am fully 
ſatisfy'd. reply'd Nourgeban, as to the 
two Taliſmans, and never Prince was 
Poſſeſſor of ſuch Treaſures; I may now 
truly ſtile myſelf the Sovereign of the 
Sea. What do I not owe to thee, the Ru- 
ler of my Soul! But of what Uſe is this 
which the beauteous Damake has pre- 
ſented to me? My Lord, reply*d ſhe, 
when I inſtruct you for what Reaſon it 
was compos'd, you will know its Virtue. 


We read in the Revolutions of Indo- 
Nan, that Antinmour would have unjuſtly 
exacted a Tribute from Xgiramour, who 
was too weak to reſiſt the Forces of his 
Enemy; and not knowing to whom elſe 
to have Recourſe, he reſolv'd to addreſs 
himſelf to the Sage Serdel-Beckir, and ſent 
his Vifier to him with magnificent Pre- 
ſents. The Sage refuſed them; but he 

| was 
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was ſo touch'd with the Situation to which 
the King, his Friend, was reduc'd, that 


be declar?d A ſhould not ſucceed 


in his Deſigns. Immediately he com- 
pos'd this very Poniard which I have 
now preſented to my Sovereign, ſaid 
Damake, and gave it to the Viſier. Tell 
your Maſter from me, ſaid he, to chuſe 
out twenty of the braveſt Soldiers of his 
Kingdom, and deliver the Poniard into 
the Hands of him who commands them. 
This Poniard, added he, has the Virtue 


(when it is drawn) to render inviſible not 


only the Perſon who bears it, but all thoſe 
whom he deſigns ſhould anticipate the 
Virtue of the Taliſman; his Will alone 


_ decides the Effect of it. Keiramour ſhall 


ſend theſe twenty Perſons to Antinmour, 
with a Letter, in which he ſhall refuſe to 


pay the Tribute that is demanded of him. 
Antinmcur, in the Exceſs of his Anger, 


ſhall order the Ambaſſadors to be ſciz'd. 
Then the Law of Nations being violated, 
he who bears the Poniard ſhall render 
himſelf inviſible by drawing it with one 
Hand, and his Sabre with the other; and 
his Troop following his Example, and 

doing 
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doing the ſame, he ſhall obey, without 
Heſitation, the Dictates of his Courage. 


The Viſier returned to Keiramour, and 
all that Seidel-Beckir had commanded was 
executed. The Son of the King was 
charg'd with the Command and the Exe- 
cution of this great Enterprize. Antin- 
mour became enrag'd at the reading of 
the Letter that was- preſented to him. 
Let this inſolent Ambaſſador be ſeiz'd, 
cried he, this Moment, Then the Prince, 
haſtily drawing out his Poniard and his 
Sabre, ſtruck off the Head of Antin- 
mour, His Train did the ſame to all thoſe 
who compos'd the Divan; and running 
directly into the City, an Infinity of 
Heads were ſeen to fly off, without Know- 
ing who caus'd this dreadful Diſorder, 
After this great Execution, the Ambaſ- 
ſador and his Train made themſelves vi- 
ſible, and declar'd to the People in the 
public Square, that there was no other 
Method of avoiding a certain Death, but 
to ſubmir to the Government of Keira- 
mour, which they did without Reluctance. 
This, Poniard, continu'd Damake, has 
Vor. II. D been 
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been long kept in the Treaſury of the 
Princes of that Country.; by little and 
little in Time its Value was forgot, and 
the Remembrance of its uncommon Pro- 
perty totally loſt; and when your Ma- 
jeſty defir*d an Explication of the Taliſ. 


mans, I found that this was at Balſora in 

the Poſſeſſion of a poor Few, a Broker, 
who ſells upon the Bridge of that City 
all the old Iron and uſeleſs Weapons that 
are left off: It was not difficult to pro- 
cure me the Poſſeſſion of it, therefore it 
was no Merit to give my Sovereign Lord 
a Taliſman which wauld be abſolutely 
uſeleſs to me, whilſt the Deſtiny of Mo- 
narchs may unfortunately render ſuch Pre- 
cautions neceſſary to them. Murgeban 
made a thouſand Exclamations upon the 
boundleſs Ocean of her Liberality, and 
ſaid to her, Sovereign of my Heart, re- 
flect upon what you have ſaid to me; 
conſider that if theſe Taliſmans, valuable 
in themſelves, but mean in Compariſon 
of you, have excited my Curioſity, how 
much greater muſt be that which you give 
me! No, all the Sages, Seidel. Beckir him- 
{elf, never compos'd a Taliſman ſo won- 
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derful as you are: Yeſterday you knew 
not a ſingle Word of the Hiſtory of the 
Taliſmans; To- day you are perfectly in- 
ſtructed in it. This Poniard, ſaid he, point- 
ing to it, was not four and twenty Hours 
ſince at Balſara; notwiihſtanding the great 
Diſtance we are from that City, you have 
preſented it to me this Moment! Are 
you not the Daughter of Seidel. Beckir 1 
or are you not a Sage yourſelt! Damake 
bluſh'd at this Diſcourſez and Nourge- 
han again preſſing her to ſpeak, the ſaid 
to him---What can procure more Speed 
in finding out what is deſir'd by the Ob- 
ject beloved, than the Dictates inſpir*d by 
ha Paſſion ? But I ought not, nor will 
not conceal any thing from you. 


Not W after my Mother had Gee 
me into the World, ſhe was ſeated at the 
Foot of a Palm. Tree, enjoying with me 
the Coolnefs of the Morning, without 
any other Theught than that of return- 

ing by her tender Kiſſes my innocent Ca- 
reſſes; when in a Moment ſhe perceiv*d 
Herſelf ſurrounded by a numerous Court 
who attended a Queen, beautiful, maje - 
D 2 ſtick, 


_ 
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ſtick, magnificently dreſs'd, and who had 
herſelf alſo an Infant in her Arms. Not- 
withſtanding the Pomp of her Train, 
and all the Grandeur of Royalty, ſhe 
careſs'd me, young as I was, and after 
fome Moment's Stay, the Queea ſaid to 
my Mother,--- This Child whom you ſee 
in my Arms, and who is mine, is abſo- 
lutely oblig'd to taſte the Milk of a Mor- 
tal, it being a Command laid upon us by 
the moſt high God, and I cannot find one 
more modeſt, more wiſe, nor whoſe 
Milk is purer ; do me the Pleaſure, there- 
fore, added ſhe, to let my Infant ſuck for 
ſome Moments. My Mother conſented 
to it with Pleaſure; and the Queen, in 
Return for her Complaiſance, ſaid to her, 
Whenever you have any Sorrow, or 


any Deſire, come to the Foot of a Male 


Palm-Tree, cuta Leaf from off it, burn 
it, and call for me; I am named the 


Peri Malikatada, and I will haſte imme- 
diately to your Aſſiſtance; I grant alſo the 


ſame Power to your little Girl when ſhe 


attains the Age of Reaſon. My Mother, 


continu'd Damake, never importun'd the 


Peri but for the Care of my Education; 
and 


— 


+ 
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and I, my Lord, before J knew you, had 
never addreſs'd myſelf to her, who knew 
no Deſire, nor had my Heart form'd any 
Wiſh. From that Time, ſaid ſhe bluſh- 
ing, I fear I have fatigued her, ſo many 


Troubles and Inquietudes have ſeiz'd 


upon my Soul : It was ſhe, as you will 
judge, who made Diafer known to me, 
who dictated to me the Anſwers | gave 
the Sages, who inform'd me of the Taliſ- 
mans, and deliver'd this to me. It was 
ſhe likewiſe who caus'd the Governor of 
Dioul to be arreſted, and who demands 
his Life of you in Return for the Golden 
Fiſh which I have given you from him; 
ſhe alſo would have given m 
Go on, beauteous Damake, ſaid Nourge- 
han with Tenderneſs; if you love me, 
can you conceal any thing from me? She. 
would have given me, reſumed Dam ke, 
a Taliſman of her Compoſition tha; 
ſhould force you always to love me, but 
I refus'd it; Can there be any happy 
Taliſman in Love but the Heart? Nour- 
geban, {truck to the Soul with ſo many 
Virtues, and ſuch Proofs of her Attach» 
ment to him, would no longer defer his 
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Happineſs, He immediately cauſed his 
whole Court, and all the Grandees of his 
Kingdom to be a ſſembled.- I may boaſt 
with Reaſon, ſaid he to them, that I am 
the moſt happy Prince upon Earth; 1 
poſſeſs a Bracelet which preſerves me 
from all Fear of Poiſon; all the Trea- 
ſures of the Sea are mine by the Means of 
a Fiſh, which, at my Command, will 
fetch them from the Bottom of the Waves: 
This is a Preſent which Damake has made 


me; what Princeſs is there who could 


have brought me ſuch a Dower? That is 
not all, ſhe has given me this Poniard, 
which renders who I pleaſe inviſible: 
The Proof that I can make before your 
Eyes of this magnificent Taliſman, will 
convince you of the Virtue of the Gol 
den Fiſh, which it would be more tedious 
and difficult to tell you of; then he 
drew his Poniard and diſappear'd from 
their Sight, The Aſtoniſhment of the 
Spectators was not yet diſſipated, when he 
diſappear'd with all his military Officers, 
and ſaid to his Magiſtrates, Do you ſee 
ſuch a General, ſuch an Officer that has 


__O 2 long in ny Army? To evety 
Queſtion 
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Queſtion they anſwer'd, No. He ceas'd 
then to be viſible to the Eyes of his War- 
riors, and diſappear'd with his Viſiers and 
all the Doctors of the Law, deligning 
by that Means to convince them fully, 
and leave no room for Jealouſy and Suſ- 
picion. Return Thanks then with me, 
added he, to the moft high God and his 
holy Prophet, who have made me the 
moſt powerful Prince upon Earth: He 
perfor m'd his Action of Thanks with a 
Fervor worthy of the Bounty which 
Heaven had ſhewn him, and all his Cour- 
tiers follow'd his Example, When he 
had fulfilled that important Duty, he ſaid 
to them, The greateſt Vice of the human 
Heart is certainly Ingratitude; it is to 
Damake that I owe theſe powerful Trea- 
ſures; her Beauty alone, her Merit, and 


her Virtue, would deſerve the Gratitude 


I ſhall my whole Life preſerve for her; 
but Gratitude.ought to be accompanied 
with the Effects of it, I will therefore 
this Day unite her to me for ever, All 
the Court and the Grandees applauded his 
Choice; and Nourgeban having command- 
ed Damake to be brought, ſhe appear'd 
D 4 - with 
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with all thoſe modeſt Graces that Nature 
had adorn'd her with. When the Prince 
had given her his Hand in Preſence of the 
Great Iman, Damake, who had proſtrated 
herſelf before him, ſaid with an audible 
Voice, When I gave an Account of the 
Taliſmans of the great Seidel-Beckir, I 
inform'd you, my Lord, that there were 
four ſtill ſubſiſting in the World ; you 
have yet but three. Have I not Riches 
enough in poſſeſſing thee, return'd Nour- 
gehan? Thou art reckon'd perhaps for the 
fourth, but they are not all of half thy 
Value. No, my Lord, reſumed Damake, 
caſting her Eyes upon the Ground, and 
preſenting him with a Ring, This was 
wanting. This Ring of Steel gives you 
a Power of penetrating into the Secrets 
of every Heart. Others, in my Place, 
might look upon this Talifman as a Dan- 
ger, but I ſhall look upon it as a Bleſ- 
ling, if you ſtill condeſcend to intereſt 
yourſelf in the Sentiments that you have 
for ever grav'd in mine; and it I have 
the Misfortune not to deſerve that inte- 
reſting Curioſity, it will at leaſt make 


—_— to you, Wi: ou any Doubts, the 
= | Charac- 
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Characters and the Fidelity of your Sub- 
jects. 


At that Inſtant the Per: Malikatada 
appear'd with her whole Court, and de- 
ſit'd the King to paſs into a Garden, 
which by her Power, and that of the Ge- 
nies, ſhe had adorn'd with exquiſite Taſte 
and Magnificence. She honour'd the Nup- 
tials with her Preſence, and Neurgeban 
lived happily, more happy in the Love 
and Counſels of Damate, than in all the 
Taliſmans upon Earth, if he could have 
Join'd them to thoſe which he poſſeſſed, . 


Moradbac 8 ceaſed! to ſpeak, Hud- 
jadge faid to her, Theſe were glorious 
Preſents; a Woman who could bring 
ſuch in Marriage, might eaſily chuſe her 
Huſband, Damake was happy, reply'd 
Moraabak, in having the Protection of a 
Peri, who put her in-a Situation to prove 
her. Sentiments in a manner that could. not 


be doubted of. 


* 


I ſhould not ſet ſuch a Value as may 


be imagin'd upon all theſe Taliſmans, 
* a D 5 faid 
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faid Hudjadge ; there muſt be a dreadful 


Fear of Poiſon always to wear the Brace- 
let, and that Fear is itſelf the moſt cruel 
Poiſon, I ſhould be very little ſenſible of 
the Treaſures which the Fiſh procur'd 
me; I don't love ſuch eaſy Acquiſitions : 
The Number and the Valour of my 
Troops would be of more Service than 
the Poniard ; and the Ring would only 
ſerve to ew me that nobody in my 
Court is good for any thing. Tell me 
Tomorrow ſome leſs marvellous Hiſtory, 
all theſe ſtrange Events being too difficult 
to be believ*d ; thoſe that are more com- 
mon would ſuit my Condition better. 
Moradbak obey*d him, and the next * 
related the OY Hiſtory : 


THE 
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JAHIA and MEIMOUNE. 


Nader the Reign of Selim the Second, 
and in the Time of his higheſt 
Proſperity, there lived at Conſtantinople a 
young Tanner, who was named J/mene 
Zahia, He inhabited near the Gate of 
Natolia, which leads to the ſeven Towers, 
and lived with his Mather, to whom he 
was always ſubmiffive. He was well 
known, not only for his Experience in 
his Profeſſion, but for the Agreeableneſs 
of his Figure. He was beautiful and well 
ſhap'd; and his Heart ſenſible to Friend- 
ſhip, engag'd him to go as often as it was 
poſſible to paſs a few Days at Scutari, to 
fee his Friend Mubammed, and amuſe 
himſelf with him. He undertook this 
926 little 
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little Journey one Day, after having 
kiſs'd the Hand of his Mother, and left 
her almoſt all the Money he had gain'd 
by his Induſtry. He took a Boat, and 
when he arriv'd at Scutari, he flew to the 
Houſe of his Friend, who was charm'd 
to ſee him, and who ſaid to him, You 
cou'd not come more apropos, my dear 
Fabia ; I have been invited this Evening 
to the Marriage of one of my Neigh- 
bours ; you ſhall come with me, and we 
will entertain ourſel ves there. Since you 
were invited, ſaid Fabia to him, *tis the 
ſame Thing as if I had been deſir'd to 
come, every Body knows us to be Friends; 
and none will be ſurpriz'd to ſee me there 
with you, They departed immediately, 
and were obligingly received; and the 
Hour of Evening Prayer being come, 
they follow'd the Bride to the Moſque, 
and preceded her at her Return, accetd s 
ing to the uſual Cuſtom of the Muſſdtese 
men. Thoſe who chaunted the Prayers 
accompanied her to the Door along with 
the Imans, where the whole Aſſembly 
bid her Farewel. After the uſual Pray- 
ers, th: Bride was introduc'd into the 


Chamber of her Husband : Sherbet was 
ſer v'd 
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ſerv*d up to all the Aſſiſtants, and every 
Body withdrew. 


Jab à and Ares went with ſome 
young People of their Acquaintance into 
a private Houſe, to amuſe themſelves by 
drinking Wine. Their Heads began to 
be warm, when he whoſe charge it was 
to pour out the Wine, faid to them, 
What ſhall we do now, my Friends? 
We have drank the laſt Cup. This 
News concern'd them the more, as it 
was very dangerous to go and fetch 
Wine “: It was lo ſtrictly forbid, that 
it was dangerous to carry it even in the 
Day; and if they had the Misfortune to 
be met in the Night carrying Wine, by 
thoſe who guard the City, and watch 
over its Safety, there was no Favour to 
be expeted. After having reflected up- 
n all theſe Inconveniences, one of the 
Company repeated ſeveral Times, with- 
out any Anſwer being return'd him, Js it 
poſſible that not one of us has Courage 
enough to fetch ſome Wine? Jabia, 
E with e Diſcourſe, ſaid within 


him- 


t was only ſold at oh Sea. Side, from which 
they were at a great Diſtance. 
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himſelf, I am the only Stranger here; 
this Diſcourſe can be only addreſs'd to 
me; and immediately riſing, he offer'd 
himſelf to do them that Service. Mu- 
bammed teſtify d by his Looks the 
Pain that this Anſwer gave him; and 
ſpeaking to the reſt of the Company, 
Have you ever ſeen a Stranger, reply'd 
he, employ'd upon Commiſſions from 
the People of the Country ? Therefore, 
my dear Friend, I ſhall never conſent to 
what you propoſe. Beſides, not know- 
ing the Way, you will run ſtill more 
Riſques than any other. All the Com- 
pany agreed it was ſo, and deſir'd him 
not to take that Trouble; but by praiſy 
ing his Courage, by admiring his Gene- 
rolity, theſe young People did all that 
was neceſſary to engage him to perform 
what he had propos'd, though they ap- 
pear'd to ſpeak the contrary. Fania, as 
a young Man, imagining that his Ho- 
nour was concern'd in taking this Step, 
he redoubled his Inſtances ; and they 
who thought of nothing but how to get 
the Wine, ſeeing that no other Perſon 
offer'd to fetch it, at length ſaid to Mu- 


} 


ORIENTAL TALES. 63 


bammed, Don't oppoſe his Deſign ; he. 


has Courage and Addreſs, he will cer- 
tainly ſucceed. Mubammed found him- 


| ſelf oblig'd to conſent, and Fabia took 


two Jars, with which he arrived very 
happily at the Tavern, had them fill'd, 
and return'd back, with the Deſign of 
meeting his Friends again. | 

The Hour of Evening Prayer had 
been long paſt ; ſo that the Streets were 
intirely empty: Yet Fabia perceiv'd a 


Light at a Diſtance, juſt as he enter d 


into a little Square near the Valida 
Moſque. This Light came towards him 
in ſuch a Manner, that he could neither 
fly from it nor avoid it ; for if he turn'd 
back again, the Noiſe he would have made, 
would not only have engag'd them to 


pur ſue him, but he would have been ſoon 


ſtopp'd by the Banks of the Sea. On 
the other hand, he could not abandon the 
Jars he was loaded with; that would have 
been not acquitting himſelf of a Commiſ- 
fion he had undertaken, and he wou'd 


have been aſham'd to appear before his 


Friends, without bringing chem their 
Wins. 
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Wine, Whilſt he made theſe Reflect ions, 
he dreaded leſt this Lanthorn ſhould be 
that of the Watch, he who carried it ſtill 


approaching nearer, he remark*d that it 


was a young Man who walk*d before an 


old Man, followed by another Slave. 


The Countenance of the old Man ex- 
preſs'd the higheſt Wiſdom; his long 
white Beard reach'd to his Girdle; he had 
a Staff in one Hand, and a String of Beads 
in the other. Jabia thruſt himſelf cloſe 
againſt the Wall, to let them paſs, in 
hopes that they might not perceive him. 
But when they were near him, he heard 
the Cid Man praying to God, and ſay ing, 
Lord, in the Name of all the Heavens, 
the Seven Earths of Adam and of Eve, 
the happy Prophets, the Saints, the Juſt, 

and the Virtuous; I amarriv'd this Day 
at the Eightieth Year of my Age ; the 
beſt of my Life is paſs'd, and you have 


till now granted me that Favour, never, 


to want a "Gueſt. Tis this Day the firſt 


Time that 1 ſhall ſup alone: Thou 
knoweſt, oh high God, thou know eſt 
how impottible that is to me: I entreat 


thy Divine Majeſty therefore, if thou art 


fa: 


} 
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fatisfy'd with the Homage I have for fo 
many Years paid to thee, to let me find 
ſome Perſon with whom I may ſup and 
converſe. Fabia look'd upon him with a 
Terror which render'd him almoſt im- 
moveable; and the Manner of his Prayer 
made him tremble. Is not this ſome 
great Prophet, ſaid he within himſelf ? 


What will become of me, if he ſhould 


perceive that Iam carrying Wine: Theſe 
Reflections tormented him, when he re- 
mark'd that the Cheik (for he knew him 


to be ſo by his Dreſs) ſtrove to examine 


every Object, notwithſtanding the Dark- 


neſs of the Night; and that having per- 


ceiv'd him, he told the Perſon who ac- 
companied him, to bring the Lanthorn 


nearer : He then look'd upon him with 
great Attention; and Jabia, whatever 


| Deſire he had to do it, could not throw 
himſelf upon his Knees, becauſe of the 


Jars with which he was loaded. The 
Cheik begin by thanking God for this 
Rencounter, and afterwards he ſaid to 
him, You ſee, young Man, how great 
my Gratitude is to the high God, and 
how much J am indebted to him for hav- 


ing 


66 ORIENTAL TALES, 
ing granted me the Bleſſing of finding 
you here. Without you I ſhould not 
have ſupp'd ; come then to my Houſe ; 
_ refuſe not a Perſon who invites you with 
ſo much Earneſtneſs. Theſe Words re- 
doubled the Perplexity of Fabia; cer- 
tainly faid he within himſelf, this old 
Man is a Saint; I have already deſerv'd 
theWrath of God by bringing this Wine : 
If I draw his Anger upon me too by 
refuſing him, I ſhall ſtill augment my 
Faults : Yet if I accept his Propoſition, 
I dare never appear again before thoſe 
who wait for me. In this Incertitude he 
kept a profound Silence; and the Cheik 
perceiving that he ſtill kept his Hands 
under his Veſt, imagin'd that he con- 
ceal'd ſomething; and to terminate his 
© Doubts, he advanc'd his Hand, put by 
the Veſt of Fahia, and at the Sight of 
_ the Jars he ſaid to him, I gueſs'd indeed 
that it was Wine, which made you afraid; 
but with me you need not be uneaſy. 
Which Way were you to go? I will ac- 
company you, or at leaſt. follow. you at 
a Diſtance, to ſerve you as a Guard: In 
one Word, I will do whatever you 
| pleaſe 3 


pleaſe; but I declare to you F will not 
return home without you. Fahia reaſ- 
ſur'd by the Affability of the old Man, 
and charm'd at not having undergone 
any Reproaches for a Thing fo ſtrictly 


forbidden, told him frankly why he had 


taken this Commiſſion upon himſelf: My 
Friends expect me with Impatience, add- 
ed he, judge yourſelf what lought to do, 
and command me. The old Man re- 
ply'd, My Son, your Words give me 
as much Pleaſure to hear, as the moſt 
beautiful Pearl would to ſee. You might 
ſeduce the whole World, and you have 
already gain'd my Heart: Know then, 
that he whom you have inſpir'd with fo 
much Eſteem; is the Cheik Zöultiar, 
born at Magneſia. From the Age of Se- 
ven Years I have been ſettled at Scutari; 
J have reach'd to that of four ſcore Years, 
without having ever ſupp*d alone; and 
by a particular Favour of God, there are 
always Vos and Sacrifices made ſufficient 
for me to provide for all thoſe who come 
to me. When by Chance no Stranger 
has preſented himſelf, when Evening 
De is over, and I have no longer any 


Hope 
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Hope of ſeeing one arrive, I enter into the 
Moſque, and chuſe him who is the moſt 
agreeable to me; 1 engage him to'follow 


me; I receive him in the beſt Manner 


that I poſſibly can: Not only J have had 
no Perſon come to me this Day, but all 


thoſe whom ] invited in the Moſque, gave 


me Reaſons which excus'd them from 


yielding to my Intreaties : Finding my- 


ſelf without any Hope, I addreſs'd my - 
ſelf to the high God: He liſten'd to me, 
and granted my Requeſt, by giving me 


ſo agreeable a Gueſt. But, continu'd he, 


it would not be juſt to make you loſe the 
Merit you have acquir'd, by acquitting 
yourſelf of ſo difficult a Commiſſion; J 


will wait for you in this Place; you ſhall 


deſire Permiſſion of your Friends to leave 
them; you may tell them that the Wine 
has indiſpos'd you, and that you have 


already taken too much; you ſhall come 
here again to me, and you ſhall have no 


Occafion to repent of the, Pleaſure you 
do me: I ſwear to you by the moſt high 
God, that I will -remain here till your 
Return, I depend upon your Word 

theretore *cis in your Power to 0 
| me 


} 
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me paſs the Night here. He then ſac 
down upon a Stone: You ſhall find me 
in the ſame Place, ſaid he again, mak- 
ing him a Sign to go on, Fabia, ſtill 
more reaſſur'd, could not forbear ſaying 
within himſelf, I ought to return Thanks 
to God for having met with a Man fo 
courteous, and who ſeems to intereſt him- 
ſelf ſo much for me: Then, taking 
Leave of the Cheik, he ſaid to him, I go 
to acquit myſelf of my Commiſſion. 1 
promiſe to return to you again as ſoon as 


poſſible; and without ſpeaking to my 


Friends of the happy Rencounter 1 have 


had, I propoſe never to quit you more, 


to conſecrate the reſt of my Life to you, 
kiſs your Hands, conduct myſelf better 
than. IJ have done for the future, and at- 
taching myſelf for Life to your Service, 
deſerve an Entrance into Paradice with 


the holy Muſſelmen: As he finiſh'd theſe 


Words he quitted him. 


Having rejoin'd his Friends, his frſt 
Care when he arriv'd, was to fill their 
Cups, and place the Jars upon the Ta- 
ble : The Joy at his Return was great; 
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er, as they had loſt all Hopes of ſeeing 
him again: His Friend Muhammed, who 
had been by much the moſt uneaſy, was 
not the laſt to embrace him: They gave 
him Applauſes which placed him above 
the greateſt of Mortals. But whatever In- 
ſtances they made to engage him to take 
his Place again, they could not ſucceed. 
All that T demand of you, ſaid he to 
them, as a Recompence for the trifling 
Service J have done you, is your Permif- 
ſion to retire. I not only find myſelf fa- 
tigu'd, but ſome of my Friends being in 
the Tavern where I went, they made me 
drink to that Exceſs, that my Head is 
not a little diſorder'd with it; therefore, 
with your Leave, I will go and repoſe 
myſelf at my Friend Muhammed's, It 


was not without great Intreaties that they 


conſented to his Departure; yet they 
preſs'd him the lefs, as he affected to be 
diſorder'd by his Wine; but it was not 
ſo eaſy for him to excuſe himſelf from 
the Eagerneſs of his Friend, who would 
have accompanied him home. When he 
was free frgm them, he repair'd directly 
00 the Pack where he had left the Cheik, 
who 


| 
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who waited for him according to his 
Promiſe. Penetrated with his Goodneſs, 
and reſolv'd to be his Diſciple, he pro- 
ſtrated himſelf before him, and kiſs'd his 
Feet. The Cheik rais'd him up, and 
preſs'd him to his Breaſt, ſaying, Oh my 
Sdn, why do you uſe this Submiſſion ? 
He afterwards prais'd his Punctuality, 
and took him by the Hand, — Let us haſ- 


ten to the Convent, ſaid he, with the 


greateſt Tenderneſs. They left Scatari, 
and paſſing by the Hoſpital of the Le- 
pers, they arrived at a Garden, the Gate 
of which reſembles that of the Palace of a 


King, and whoſe Walls were of an im- 


menſe Height. We are at length arriv'd 
at the Convent, ſaid the old Man to him, 


ve have nothing to expect now but Pleas 


ſure, He then knock'd at the Gate; 
young Woman demanding who — 


at the Voice of the Cheik ſhe open'd it. 
Fabia was tranſported when he ſaw ſhe 


was unveil'd, for ſhe was young and 
handſome 3 ſhe lighted them with a Sil- 
ver Lamp, in which there burnt an Oyl 


| full of the moſt agreeable Perfumes. 
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The Houſe appear'd to Fahia an en- 
chanted Palace; each Corner of the Sa- 
loon was illuminated by a great Num- 
ber of Silver Lamps; a noble Sopha was 
at the upper End; the Middle was fill'd 
by a Baſon of the moſt beautiful Mar- 
ble, full of Water ſo tranſparent, that it 
was eaſy to diſcover a prodigious Num- 
ber of Fiſhes, whoſe Motion pleaſingly 
amus'd the Eye. The Borders of this 
Baſon were adorn'd with an infinite Va- 
riety of different Flowers, charming by 
their Colours and their Odour. Jabia 
took his Place upon the Sopha; yet his 
Mind was ſtill in Agitation: He was 
ſtruck with all the Objects that preſent- 
ed themſelves to his Sight; he could 
not conceive for what Reaſon the Cheik, 

3 who had only ſpoke to him of a Con- 
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j vent, had conducted him into fo magni- 
ficent a Palace, The old Man, who per- 
ceiv'd his Aſtoniſnment, ſaid to him, 

Truſt me with the Subject of your Re- 

flections; have I not already told you, 
N that 1 look upon you as my Son? Be- 
| lieve me, it is ſtill more happy to be 
| 05 aa . a Cheik, than to have been 
| in 
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in reality his Son : Adoption is free, it 
ſprings- from the Heart alone, therefore 
It ought to be more pleaſing, Remain 
then in Eaſe and Tranquility; you are 
in my Houſe ; you ſhatl be my Compa- 
nion; we will paſs a Part of the Nights 
in Converſation and amuſing ourſelves, 
and I will leave you at my Deceaſe my 
whole Fortune. In the mean time, till 
the Angel of Death comes to force me 
away, nothing ſhall be wanting to you. 
But as you are according to my own 
Heart, added he, all that I deſire is, that 
you may occupy my Place, and cont 
nue to re-eſtabliſh the ancient Cuſtoms of 
our ſublime Religion. As he finiſh'd 
theſe Words, he paſs'd into an adjoin- 
ing Apartment, from whence he return'd 
ſoon after, in a Robe ſo cover'd with 
Gold and Jewels, that it might have been 
eſteemed worthy of a King. When he 
had placed himſelf cloſe by Zahia, the 
Slaves brought in large Diſhes of Por- 
celain, adorn'd with magnificent Enamel- 
ling, and filPd with the molt exquiſite 
Meats, perfum'd with Ambergreaſe and 
Musk. 7ahia was aſtoniſh'd at this Mag- 
Vor, II, E nificence, 
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nificence, and the Surprize of his Senſes 
prevented him from ſpeaking. The 
Cheik ſaid to him, I have arriv'd at this 
extreme Age you ſee me of, without ever 
having cloath'd myſelf in this Manner: 
I have always beſought God to grant me 
a Son: My advanc'd Age prevents me 
now from hoping it. I have this Morn- 
ing begg'd of him an amiable young 
Man, whom I might adopt; he has 
liſten'd to my Prayers, and granted them 
by ſending you to me; therefore I do 
every thing that I-can imagine to teſtify 
my Joy and my Gratitude-for the Hap- 
pineſs T am vouchſafed. As to the reſt, 
the Cheiks have ſo great a Habitude of 
examining all the Strangers whom I re- 
ceive, that I eaſily knew all the good 
Qualities you are poſſeſs'd of. I faw 
that you have Probity, Truth, and a 
Love for Virtue. But know, to diminiſh 
the Aſtoniſhment I fee you in, that our Si- 
tuation is ſuperior to all this Magnifi- 
cence, and above it, by the little Value 
ve ſet upon it. One Thing more, if 
you love Wine, you may ſatisfy yourſelf 
here; the Der viſes, you know, are per- 
mitted 
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mitted to make uſe of it: Publick Scan- 
dal is indeed the only Thing that ought 
to be avoided in it. Look upon me then 
as your Father in all reſpects, and follow 
the kind of Life wkich I have embrac'd 
from my Infancy, 


This Diſcourſe recalPd to Fabio? Mind 5 


the firſt Idea which had preſented itſelf, 
when the Cheik came up to him. He 


took him for a Prophet, and rather for 
the Prophet Elias than any other, becauſe 
of the Likeneſs he found in him to that 
holy Man. Vet this Place of Delight, 
theſe Riches, theſe Jewels, and the great 
Number of Female Slaves whom he ſaw 
employ'd in attending upon them, op- 
pos'd this Thought, as alſo the Wine, 
which was brought in large Quantities. 
Sometimes he imagin'd that the Cheik was 
an Enchanter, who could take upon him- 
ſelf any Shape. — What could have been 
bis Deſign in conducting me hither, ſaid 
he within himſelf? What Reaſon could 

he have to deceive, me? What have I to 
fear? My Riches, nor my Gold cannot 
tempt any Perſon, and I am not hand- 
E 2 ſome 
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fome enough for him to form any other 
,Deſign: Let us fee how all this will end. 
The Wine, which, under Pain of Death, 
was forbid in the Convents, was what 
ſurpriz'd Jabia moſt 3 which made him 
ſtili keep his Eyes on the ſhining Va— 
ſes that contain'd it: And the Cheik 
gueſſing at his Thoughts, ſaid to him, 
Imagine not, my Son, that I am capa- 
ble of drinking Wine. I had it only 
brought for you. The Wine that we 
Cheiks drink, is a Wine of Paradiſe. Let 
ſome be brought, ſaid he; immediately 
4 they preſented to him a golden Flask. 
b They then ſat down to Table, and the 
4 Cheik, at the middle of the Repaſt, gave 
him of this Wine. He found it reſem- 
bled a Sherbet, ompos'd of Sugar, Am- 
bergreaſe, and Musk, and by conſequence 
had an Odour much more agreeable than 
common Wine. The more ſurprizing 
Things Fahia beheld, the more he was 
perſwaded the Cheik ſurpaſs'd all other 
Men; therefore nothing could equal the 
Reſpect with which he behaved before 
him. Why, ſaid the Cheik, are you ſtill 
_ plung'd i in Reflections, inſtead of giving 
yourſelf up to Pleaſure ! My 
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My Lord, reply'd Fabia, the Exceſs 
of your Goodneſs aſtoniſnes me; 1 ſtill 
fear leſt my Happineſs ſhould be a Dream, 
and I cannot forbear recalling to my Me- 
mory a Hiſtory, which has ſome Regard 
to my Situation. I am pleas'd with Hi- 
ſtories, reply'd the Cheik, and I look 
upon them as Augmentations to the Plea- 
ſures of the Table. He preſs'd him to 
relate it, and Jahia began in theſe Terms. 
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5 ORIENTAL TALES: 


1M Uapha Pacha Stambol, Effendi or 

Provoſt of Conſtan/inople, had ſeveral 
Times ſucceſſively engaged a- great Num- 
ber of his Friends to ſup with him. There 
was amongſt the Company a Derviſe who 
appear'd to bea Man of Senſe, though 
he had never pronounc'd one Word, 
whatever Diſcourſe was propoſed. His 
Silence appear'd ſo ſingular, that it often 
ſerv'd as an Amuſement to all the other 
Gueſts, who even turn'd him into Ridi- 
cute; But they were much ſurpriz'd, 
when, after ſome Time, the Dervile 
rais'd 
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rais'd his Voice, and invited all thoſe 
who were at Table to appoint a Day to 
come and ſup with him, and entertain 
themſelves. The Fear of finding a poor 
Reception made the Company heſitate; 
and when they accepted the Propoſal, it 
was by deſiring him to accept ſome Mo- 
ney to enable him to bear an Expence 
which appear'd above his Condition; but 
he refus'd it: The Day was fix'd, and 
they deſir'd him to tell them where they 
mult repair? He anſwer'd, that they 
might meet in the Moſque of Sultan Ma- 
bom med, and he would ſerve them as a 
Guide. 


They were punctual to the Appoint- 
ment; and took the Precaution of buy- 
ing as they went along ſome Proviſions, 
that they might ſupply the Deficiency of 


the Repaſt they expected from the Der- 


viſe. He appear'd in the Moſque at the 
Hour they had appointed. It was with 
Aſtoniſhment that they perceiv'd him 
very neatly dreſs'd, and with a Veſt of In- 
dian Linnen. He receiv*d the Company 


with extreme Politeneſs, and conducted 
them 
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80 ORIENTAL TALES. 
them to his Habitation, His Houſe ap- 
pear'd a perfect Palace; and when they 
had reach'd the Gate, they ſaw thirty Pa- 
ges come out of it, who took the Gueſts 
under the Arms, and aſſiſted them to go 
up into an Apartment, the Sopha's of 
which were cover'd with Gold Stuff. The 
ſame Pages preceded them into another 
ſtill more magnificent. They placed be- 
fore each Perſon a Brazier of Silver, with 
Tongs, and a Shovel of the ſame Metal. 
When they were ſeated, they look'd up- 
on each other with equal Shame and Con- 
fuſion, when they reflected on the Provi- 
ſions they had brought into ſo magnifi- 
cent a Palace; and they agreed to throw 
them all out of the Windows, without the 
Derviſe's perceiving it. Some Time after 
four large Silver Tables were brought; the 
Linnen which cover'd them was embroi— 
der'd with Gold; the Meats were ſerv'd in 
the moſt beautiful Porcelain of China; 
they plac'd upon each Table thirty different 
Diſhes; and the Pages neglected no At- 
tendance that might render their Ser vices 
agreeable. The Deſert was ſtill more 


. ee than all that had preceded it. 
| The 
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The Sweetmeats were exquiſite; and the 
Derviſe, not ſatisfy'd with what had been 


eat, forced them upon them with Profu- 
ion, 


When the Supper, which was very 


long, was finiſh*d, they prepar'd Beds, 


whichcorreſponded toall theMagnificence 
they had already ſcen. The Quilts and 
Sheets were embroider'd with Gold 
and Colours; and when they were pre- 
paring to go to Bed, the Derviſe inform'd 
the whole Company that his Pages were 
ſo many young Women, whom he had 


deſtin'd for their Pleaſures, Each choſe 


her who appear'd the moſt agreeable to 
him, and went to Bed. Sleep ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded theſe Pleaſures; bur how great 
was their Aſtoniſhment the next Day 
when they awoke, to find themſelves in a 
ruin'd Tower, laid upon the Earth, co- 
ver'd with an old Mat of Reeds, with 
Stones for their Bolſters, and a Log of 
Wood by their Sides: As to their Cloaths, 
they lay by them in the Condition they 


had put them off, 
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$2 ORIENTAL TALES. 
With much Labour they got out of 


theſe Ruins, and the Quagmires that ſur- 
rounded them : And as they left the 


Tower, they heard a Voice which ſaid to 


them, Another time make no Jeſts upon 
thoſe that keep Silence. 


The Cheik, charm'd with this Hiſtory, 
praiſed extremely the manner in which it 
was related, and drank ſeveral Cups of 
his Wine of Paradiſe to the Health of 
Fabia, who was confounded at all theſe 
Marks of Goodneſs : He afterwards took 
him by the Hand, and faid to him, My 
Son, be more at your Eaſe with me; let 
your Countenance be open as the Role, 
and acknowledge, as I do, the Bounty of 
God'; I demanded you of him, and he 
has granted you to my Prayers: Have 
Confidence in God; have Confidence in 
his Miniſters, who are his living Images; 
imitate che Merchant who is mention'd 


in the miraculous Annals, and whoſe Hi- 


ſtory 1 will relate to you. 


THE 
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OF THE 
MERCHANT of BAGDAD. 


A Merchant, who was upon his Depar- 

ture to trade in the Indies, fold all 
that he poſſeſſed, and left his Country 
with all the Money he could procure, 
After having recommended himſelf to 
God, of whom he wasa faithful Servant, 
he was at firſt fortunate enough, and met 
with no Diſaſters; but at length he was 
attack*d ſome Days Journey from Maſu- 
lipatan by a Band of Robbers, who left 
him nothing, and by conſequence reduc'd 
him to the cruel Neceſlity of demanding 
Alms in order to reach that City. 


When he was arrived there, he en- 


** carefully for the Habitation of the 
N richeſt 
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richeſt Merchant in that City, and repair'd 


thither. He related his Misfortunes to 
him, and entreated him to lend him a 
thouſand Sequins. He deſir'd to know 


if he had Pledges to give him, or any 


good Perſon who would be anſwerable 


for him, The Merchant of Bagdad re- 


ply'd, The Robbers have left me nothing 
for a Pledze; but you will be ſatisfy'd 
with my Witneſs, it is God that will be 
anſwerable for what you lend to me. 
The Merchant of Maſulipatan, touch'd 
with this Anſwer, counted down the thou- 
ſand Sequins to him upon his Note only, 
but in which they both expreſſed that 
God was the Witneſs of it. 


The Merchant of Bagdad departed ; 


and the Money that he had borrow'd 
ſucceeded ſo well with him, that at the 
Cloſe of the Year he arriv'd at Ormas 
with above five thouſand Sequins. He 
would have departed to ſatisfy the En- 
gagement he was under, for the Term 
was almoſt expir'd ; but unfortunately 


he was in fo bad a Seaſon, that there was 
no Veſſel that would hazard the Dangers 
* of 
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of the Sea, He was ſo moved at this 
Diſappointment, that he fell ill with the 
Chagrin of it, At.length putting his ſole 
Confidence in God, he took a Log of 
Wood, hollow'd it, and enclos'd within 
it a thouſand Sequins, with a Letter ad- 
dreſs'd to the Merchant of Maſulipatan, 
whoſe Debtor he was. He pitch'd the 
Piece very cloſely up, and threw it into 
the Sea, ſaying, My God, thou wert my 
Witneſs, condeſcend to convey this Mo- 
ney to him who lent it me upon the Faith 
of thy holy Name alone. 


Then the Satisfaction of having ful- 
fill'd his Engagements, reſtor'd him to 
his former Heaith, God graciouſly hear- 
ken'd to his Requeſt; and the ſame Day 
the Merchant of Maſulipatan amuſing 
himſelf in a ſmall Baik upon the Coaſt, 
perceiv'd a Piece of Wood, which ap- 
pear'd to be of an uncommon Form. 
Some of his Slaves would have taken it 
up, but it ſtill avoided them; at length 
he approach'd himſelf, and took hold of 
it with the greateſt Facility. He was ex- 
ey ſurpriz'd. to find the Direction 

upon 
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upon it addreſs'd to him; he examin'd it 
with the more Care, open'd it, and found 
the Money and the Letter, which left 
him no room for Doubt, and forc*d him 
to adore the Power and Goodneſs of 
God. 


When the dangerous Seaſon was over, 
the Merchant of Bagdad fearing leſt God 
ſhould not have granted his Prayer, took 
with him the thouſand Sequins which he 
had borrow'd, and repair'd to him to 
whom he owed them. But the Moment 
he perceiv*d him, he cry*d out to him, 
He who anſwer'd for you has fatisfy*'d 
me; here is your Note cancell'd; there 
is nothing farther due to me, it is to God 
alone: Acknowledge all the Benefits you 
have receiv*d from him, by adoring him 
and ſerving him continually, 


Jabia, penetrated with this Hiſtory, 
redoubled the Aſſurances of his Attach- 
ment to the Cheik, and his Gratitude to 
God. It is enough, my Son, ſaid the 
Cheik to him, with an Air of Goodneſs. 
He then caus'd a great Number of ſump- 

e 
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tuous and magnificent Habits to be 


brought, and when they had heap*d them 
upon a Sopha, I make you a Prefent of 


all theſe Habits, ſaid he to Fabia, and all 


my Female Slaves are at your Diſpoſal. 
This laſt Sentence made the young Muſ- 
ſulman bluſh: But to diſſipate that Em- 
barraſs, the Cheik filled a Cup of his 
celeſtial Wine, and Fabia drank it almoſt 
without knowing what he did. The 
Cheik perceiving that the Wine began to 
have an Effect upon the Brain of his 
Gueſt, commanded all the Slaves to take 
their Inſtruments, who touch*d them upon 
the moſt tender Airs, and with Strains de- 
ſtin'd to the Songs of Love. Fahia was 
ſo mov*d, that he began to lift up his Eyes 
by degrees, and to enjoy theſe Pleaſures 
which ſeem'd comparable to thoſe of the 
Sultans. Yet he had not ſtill drank 
enough to be abſolutely withour Inquie- 


tude; he durſt not caſt his Eyes upon 


the beauteous Slaves who ſurrounded 
their Table. The Cheik, who examin'd 
him continually, and eaſily penetrated 
into his Thoughts, made him the kind- 
elt Reproaches on chis Conſtraint, and 
again 


8 
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again pouring him out the Wine, he ſaid 
to him, Oh, my Son, why will not you 
caſt a Look upon theſe Slaves? Have 
not I already told you they were your's? 
Chuſe her who is the moſt agreeable to 
you, and this Night ſhe ſhall be your's. 
Jabia, dreading leſt theſe laſt Words 
ſhould be ſaid only to penetrate into his 
Heart, threw himſelf at the Feet of the 
Cheik, and proteſted to him, that he was 
- Incapable of conceiving the leaſt Deſire 
for the Women of his Seraglio, and that 
he was too ſenſible of the Reſpe& he 
ow'd him, What can I fay to you more, 
Teply'd the old Man? Chuſe, I conjure 
you: You may ſuppoſe my Delires are 
all extinguiſh'd, and theſe Slaves by con- 
ſequence uſcleſs to me: In one Word, all 
that I defire of Heaven, is to ſee your 
Children, whom I ſhall love more than 


even you yourſelf. 


Jabia yielded to theſe Intreaties; he 
look'd upon the Slaves and choſe out 
one, But not to be tailing in what he 
ow'd, he threw himſelf once more at 


the Feet of the Cheik, and ſaid to him, 
9 n F 
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I was incapable of feeling the leaſt Deſire 
for the Women of your Seraglio; but 
ſince you abſolutely command it, I chuſe 
her who ſtands by me. The Cheik an- 


ſwer'd with the moſt fatisfy*'d Look: 1 
return Thanks to God that you have 


choſe ſo well, and ſee you have a juſt 
Diſcernment ; you may look upon her as 
a Preſent from God, and as an Effect 
of his Bounty; no other Choice would 
have given me equal Pleaſure, for ſhe is 
a Circaſſian, Approach, Meimoune, ap- 
proach, ſaid he to her, and taking her by 
the Hand, gave her to Fahia, with five 
thouſand Sequins, which he had com- 
manded to be brought in a Baſon, add- 
ing, It is for having kept me Company 
this Night, that I make you theſe Pre- 
ſents: Look upon me always as your 
Father, never forſake me, and all my 
morrow to deſire the Cadi of Scutari to 
come hither, to make you in his Preſence 
a general Donation of all my Wealth; 
you cannot yet imagine the Immenſity of 
it: As to me, fatisfy'd with living with 
| you, I ſhall have no other Views in 
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my Retreat, but the Service of God. 
Theſe Words left no longer any Inquie- 
tude in the Mind of Jabia; and look- 
ing upon all theſe Bleſſings as an Effect 
of the Goodneſs of God, he ſaid to the 
Cheik, If I ſhould live a thouſand Years 
in your Service, my Father and my Lord, 
it would never be enough. to acknowꝛ- 
ledge your Benefits. Be fully aſſur'd that 
to my laſt Sigh I ſhall be perfectly at- 
tach'd to you. They then repeated mu- 
tual Promiſes and Proteſtations of Friend- 
fhip, which, with the Wine, filled up a 
great Part of the Night. At length Fa- 
bia not being able to fit up longer, the 
Cheik commanded them to fix an em- 
broider*d Curtain over one of the Sopha's, 
and to bring Mattraſſes of Gold and 
Silk. When all his Orders were executed, 
which were done with incredible Dili- 
gence, the Cheik ſaid to him, I deſire 
you would go to Bed with your Wife ; 
one of the greateſt Pleaſures of old Age, 
is that of marrying their Children: Both 
of you are mine; and I enjoy at this 
Moment the Satisfaction of uniting you. 
Jabia made no Reſiſtance PO 
E 
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and he were ſoon put to Bed, and the old 
Man quirted the Room. | 


As foonas he was far enough not to hear 
them, the fair Slave ſaid to Fabia with a 
Sigh, Young Man thou haſt not long to 
live, think of thy Salvation. This Diſ- 
courſe reſtor*'d the Senſes of Fabia in an 
Inſtant : He trembled every Limb, and 
conjur'd Meimoune to explain this Enig- 
ma to him. I intereſt myſelf in thy Fate; 
ſaid ſhe to him; I feel a Love for thee, 
and that Love redoubles ſtil} more the 
Horror that the Crimes which are here 
committed have always inſpir'd me with. 
Doſt thou promiſe me, continued ſhe, to 
carry me with thee, and never to aban- 
don' me, if I can deliver: thee from the 
Danger thou art in. Fabia promis'd her 
all that ſhe deſir'd, and accompany'd his 
Promiſe with the moſt ſacred Oaths. And 
the Slave truſting abſolutely to him, 
Thou wilt ſee, purſued ſhe, the Height of 
Cruelty and Wickedneſs; they are both 
united in the Perſon of this old Man; 
but if thou would'ſt preſerve thy Life, 
thou muſt do punctually what J preſcribe. 

The 
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The Cheik will ſoon return; every time 
that he calls thee make no Anſwer, He 
will command me to wake thee, and I 
will ſeem to obey him; keep ſilent ſtil}, 
remain in the Bed, and thou wilt be Wit- 
neſs of all that paſſes. Fabia promis'd, 
without Heſitation, to execute her Orders 
and follow her Advice, 


Some time af. the Cheik came be- 

hind the Curtains, and call'd Fahia, who 
made no Anſwer, He told Meimoune to 
awake him; but ſhe aſſur'd him her Ef- 
forts were in vain. Thou haſt the Cords 
to faſten him by thee upon the Sopha, 
ſaid he to her; conſider, I have the 
more Precautions to take, as being almoſt 
the only Man in this Houſe ; I have now 
fifteen Priſoners, what would become of 
me it they ſhould be ſet at Liberty? 
Keep him therefore carefully, and re- 
member thy Lite muſt anſwer for it. 
Saying theſe Words he * into his 
n 


Fahia in the mean time felt all the E- 


motions of Fear; and when Meimoune 
heard 


1 
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heard all ſilent in the Houſe, ſhe ſaid to 


him, Riſe now, I will ſhew thee into 


what Place thy Misfortune has led thee : 


* 
4 


He obey'd her, and ſhe took him by the 
Hand and carried him down a little Stair- 
Caſe : When they were at the Bottom, 


ſhe told him to look through an Opening 


which was in the Wall : He perceiv'd a 


dark Priſon, which inclos'd fifteen Pri- 


ſoners, of different Ages, and who had 
all Chains upon their Necks, their Hands, 


and their Feet. The young Man, who 
| bore the Lanthorn before the Cheik when 


Fabia met him, enter*d at that Moment 
into the Priſon. The Priſoners cry'd out 
when they ſaw him, Why are we made 
to ſuffer in this horrible Place? The 
Cheik has deceived us by giving us five 
"Thouſand Sequins and the Choice of one 


of his Slaves: He has taken from us all 
that we had, and put us in Irons, Put us 


to Death ſpeedily, continu'd they; Death, 
however, will terminate our Pain. The 


: young Man made Anſwer to them, You 
bear theſe Chains only for having teſtify*d 
Repentance for your Faults and Love for 
a a religious Life, and yet, nevertheleſs, 


drink- 
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drinking of the Wine which the Cheik 
only preſented to you to try you: That 
was not all, he offer'd you his Women, 
and you would have abus'd them: *Tis 
to puniſh you for theſe. enormous Faults, 
that he has put you in Irons: I can deli- 
ver only one each. Night; be ealy ; your 
Turns will come, ſaid he to the others. 
He then took one, and carry*d him out 
of the Priſon. 


Meimoune ſaid to Fabia, who was 
'thrown into an extraordinary. Surprize at 
what he beheld, The Cheik will go into 
the Room where we were; we muſt. re- 
turn chither immediately: Jahia let him- 

Jelf be conducted, and they laid down; 
and {ome few Moments after, they ſaw 
the Cheik enter, who was then, undrels'd, 
and ready to go to Bed. He ſaid to Mei- 
moune, with a terrible Voice, Tis now 
Time to convev him to Priſon who 
lies with thee. She anſwer'd him, That 
he might depend upon her, and that ſhe 
would do her Duty. The Cheik. call'd 
the young Man who ſerv'd him, and bid 
him enter, which he did immediately. 
whe He 
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He appear*d with an Apron before him, 


and ſeveral large Knives in his Girdle; 


and led in him whom he had fetch'd out of 
the Ptiſon, after having had the Precaution 


to put a Gagg in his Mouth, to prevent 


him from crying out. He ſtript him 
to the Waiſt by Order of the Cheik; then 
he gave him a Stroke with a Knife, that 
open'd him from the Navel to the 
Throat: He pull'd out his Heart, which 
he cut in two Pieces, and preſented 
it to his Maſter. He clean*d and ſwept 
out the Place, and carry'd away the 
Body. In the mean time the Cheik hav- 
ing got the Heart of this unfortunate 
 Muſſulman, was drying it with a Sponge: 
He then drank a Cup of Wine, and ſaid 
once more to Meimoune, Tye Fabia faſt 
thy Head ſhall pay for it, if he eſcapes 
thee. He had ſcarce finiſh'd theſe 
Words, when he fell back upon the So- 
pha in the moſt profound Sleep. 


Fabia obſerving that the Cheik was 


no longer in a Condition to perceive any 


ching, threw. himſelf at the Feet of Mei- 


moune, 
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moune, and conjur'd her to finiſh what 


ſhe had ſo happily begun, and to ſave 


his Life by procuring his Liberty. Mei- 
 moune, who wilh'd to try him, made An- 
ſwer, I have promis'd to deliver thee, 
but I tremble at being expos'd to the 


Fury and Reſentment of the Cheik : The 


Height of the Walls, and the Diſ- 


poſition of the Apartments, render my 


Flight almoſt impoſſible, I wiſh not for 
my Liberty but with you, return'd Fa- 


bia, eagerly, and J had rather die than 


be ſeparated from you. Since thou teſti- 


fieſt ſuch tender and ſuch generous Senti- 
ments to me, reply'd the beauteous Slave, 


1 promiſe not to forſake thee, but to de- 


liver thee, of to periſh with thee. This 
tender Aſſurance reanimated the Hopes 
of Fabia; Meimoune dreſs'd herſelf ha- 


ily, whilſt he did the ſame ; afterwards 
ſhe took him by the Hand, and conduc- 
ted him into a Chamber; ſhe open'd the 


Window of it, and ſaid to him, The 


Branches of this Pomegranate Tree will 


aſſiſt us to deſcend into the Garden. I 


will go and fetch the Key of a Back- Door 
that is there; ſtay here, thou ſhalt wait 


for 
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Tor me as little as poſſible ; thou may'ſt 
truſt to the Love I have for thee, 


When Fahia was left alone, he ſunk 
himſelf into a Labyrinth of Thoughts, 
The Fear of all that might happen if 
Meimoune ſhould not ſucceed, the Senti- 
ments that attach'd him to her, and the 
dreadful Spectacle he had been Witneſs 
of, agitated him in their Turns : But 
what afflicted him the moſt was, that he 
had no Arms to defend himſelf with, in 
caſe of Accident. At length the fair Slave 
appear'd, loaded with two large Pac- 
quets; ſhe gave him her Hand to help 
her down from the Window : She deli- 
ver'd the two Pacquets to him, and told 
him, to wait once more at the Foot of 
the Tree: He was not long before he 
heard a Noiſe, and ſaw the Leaves move; 
he was ſoon reaſſur'd by the Voice of his 
tender Meimoune, who ſaid to him, Let 
us fly, my dear Fabia, we have no Time 
to loſe. They open'd the Back- Door of 
the Garden, and happily eſcap'd ; Fabia 
loaded with the Pacquets, and Meimount 
with a ſmall Casket, 
Fo H. WE - They 
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They arriv'd without any Obſtacle at 
the Houſe of Muhammed, who had not 


yet quitted his Friends; they knock'd at 


the Door, an old Female Slave open'd it 
to them, and they enter'd into the Cham- 
ber of Fabia, where he return'd Thanks 


to God for having deliver'd him from ſo 


imminent a Danger: He abandon'd him- 
ſclf to all the Tranſports of Joy, and 
teſtify*'d the ſame Exceſs of Gratitude to 
Meimoune; but that beauteous Maid was 
dejected, and ſigh'd inceſſantly. What 
concerns you, ſaid he, Soul of my Life; 
what can we deſire; are not we now out 
of all Danger? Oh, my dear Fahia, re- 
ply'd ſhe, I thought thee more prudent 
canſt thou enjoy ſo great a Tranquility 
at ſo ſhort a Diſtance from a Man ſo 
wicked as the Cheik ? Conſider, that he 
Joins immenſe Riches to the Credit which 
his Reputation of Sanctity has given him; 
he will employ them both to find us 
again, and we ſhall be inevitably taken. 
He ſleeps at this Moment, but when he 
awakes and miſles us, he will immediately 


go to the Cadi of Scutari, and accuſe thee 
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of having carried Wine, and that Accu- 
ſation alone will be ſufficient to have thee 
ſeiz'd. As to me; he will reclaim me as 
his Slave: Ina word, we ought to ex- 
pett every thing from what his barbarous 
Imagination will invent, in the Rage, 


Deſpair, and Danger to which our Flight. 


may expoſe him, Let us preferve our- 


ſelves, therefore, from his Fury, and paſs 
over to Conſtaxtinople before the Day ap- 
pears; we have no other Reſolution to 
take. In the interim Muhammed arriv'd, 
and his firſt Care was to ask the old Slave 
if ſhe had ſeen his Friend Fabia. She 
told him, that he was in his Chamber. 
Muhammed would not then trouble him, 


and went to his Repoſe. 


Meimoune in the mean time ſtill conti- 
nu'd her Inſtances to engage Fabia to paſs 
over to Conſtantinople, But he anſwer'd 
her, If the Thing depended upon me, 
bright Moon of the World, I would paſs 
the Sea this Moment, and I would do 
much more to give you the leaſt Satisfac- 
tion. But it is impoſſible; all the Boats 
are drawn aſhore, and the Gates of tha City 
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are ſhut : But that is not yet all the Diffi- 
culty; if the Beſtangi Bacha, who is up- 
on Guard during the Night, perceives a 
Boat upon the Sea before the Day ap- 
pears, are you ignorant that he finks it 
that Moment without Examination? Wait 
then a few Moments; repoſe yourſelf; 
the Day cannot be far off: Believe me, 
I cannot be eaſy, whilſt I know you are 
in Inquietude. Theſe Words engaged 
'  Meimoune to have Patience; and Fabia 
made uſe of that Time, to ask her what 
could induce the Cheik to eat the Hearts 
of thoſe whom he murder'd. 


During the Courſe of three Years which 
I paſs'd with him, reply'd ſhe, I ſaw 
him every Day repeat the ſame Thing: 
The great Treaſures which he poſſeſſes 
are compoſed of what he takes from all 
thoſe whom he inſnares; and what enga- 
ges him to exerciſe that Barbarity upon 
them which your Eyes were Witneſſes of, 
is a Diſtemper that he formerly had, and 
which prevents him from taſting any Re- 
poſe : A human Heart alone can calm 


the Agitation of his Spirits. 
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Meimoune was not ſo attentive in ſatis- 
fying the Curioſity of Fabia, but that 
ſhe heard the firſt Crowing of the Cock. 
Immediately ſhe roſe, and taking her lit- 
tle Casket, went out of the Chamber 
Fabia was oblig'd to take the other Pace 
quets and follow her, 


They went out without giving any No- 
tice to Muhammed, and ſoon found them- 
ſelves on the Banks of the Sea, But per- 
ceiving no Boat there, they were oblig'd 
to walk for ſome Time upon the Shore; 


at length they perceived the Light of a 


a Man who was fiſhing z Fabia con- 
_ jur*d him, with a plaintive Voice, to 

draw to Shore, TheFiſherman aſtoniſh'd 
to hear a Voice at an Hour when No- 
body was ſtirring, was ſeiz'd with Fear, 
and doubted not but it was an Appari- 
tion that ſpoke to him. Immediately he 
fell to Prayers; but Fabia, become elo- 
quent by the Deſire Meimoune had to em- 
bark, ſpoke ſo perſwaſively to him, and 
above all, promiſing to give him what- 
ever he requir'd, that the old Man receiv- 
ed them into his Boat. Meimoune im- 
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mediately took a Sequin out of her Cas-- 
ket, and gave it to him; they told 


him to feem tp continue his fiſhing,. 
and by degrees to go over to Conſtanti- 


nople, where they landed juſt as the Iman 


was calling the People to the Morning, 


Prayer. Fabia, ſtill more eaſy and con- 
tented, went to his Houſe, and found: 


- his Mother already got up, who oper'd: 


the Door to them, charm'd with ſeeing; 
her Son again, and pleas'd at ſeeing him 


with a Woman, for he generally came 
home with ſome of his young Acquain- 


tance only, They repoſed themſelves. 
Part of the Day; they eat of what the 


good Mother of Fabia had provided for 


them; and examin'd the Pacquets and 
the Casket : The Pacquets enclos'd the 
Habits of Meimoune, which were magni- 
ficent z and the Casket the Money ſhe 
had amaſs'd in the Service of the Cheik, 


to whom ſhe had been * Haznadar, But 
Jabia more dazzled with her Beauty, in 
the Tranſports of his Love, teſtify'd to 
her the Eagerneſs of his Wiſhes, and 
the Deſire he had to be for ever united to 


her, 


FTreaſurer. 
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her, by marrying her. She ſaid to him 
with Tenderneſs, Thou art far from be- 
ing prudent, my dear Fabia, and Rea- 
ſon has but little Empire over thee. We 
are not yet eſcap'd from Danger, and 
wouldſt thou marry me! Whilſt the 
Cheik, the moſt cruel and moſt danger- 
ous of Men, ſhall have one Breath of 


Life, Iwill never conſent to thy Deſires. 


Fahia, who felt the moſt exceſſive Love 


for her, was grieved at her Refuſal, and 
ſaid to her, I muſt then be miſerable for 
Life, my deareſt Meimonne ; for God 
alone can deliver the World from ſo 
wicked a Man, whoſe very Name makes 
me tremble. Yet it appears impoſlible 
to me that he ſhould diſcover us in the 
diſtant Quarter that we inhabit. Why 
ſhould you fix my Happineſs at ſo great 
a Diſtance from me? Is it in in my 
Power to undertake your Vengeance ? 


Speak, for I am capable of any thing to 


ſerve you, Meimoune ſpoke then, and 
| faid, If we were in the Centre of the 
Earth, the Cheik would find us there, to 
| facrifice us to his Fury: Conſider, how 
| dreadful is the Revenge of a Hypocrite 
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unmask'd. As to me, I confeſs I ſhalk 
never have one Moment's Eaſe, as long 


as I know thee expos'd to ſo great a Dan- 


ger. Yet if thou wilt be advis'd by me, 
we may, perhaps, relie ve ourſelves from 
this cruel Inquietude, and live calmly, 
without any Emotions, but thoſe caus'd. 


by Love. Never ſee me more, Sun of 


my Thoughts, return'd Fabia with Tranſ- 
port, if I do not exactly obey what you- 
command, I am fatisfy*d with this An- 


ſwer, reply'd Meimoune ; we mult find 


Means to acquaint thy Friend Mubam- 
med with our Situation, and engage him 


to come and ſpeak to us. Fabia offer'd. 


to go in ſearch of him, but his Miſtreſs. 
repreſented to him, that ſuch a Degree of 
ill- plac'd Valour in their Situation was as 
uſelefs as raſh : Thou makeſt me remem- 
ber, added ſhe, the Perſian Verſes of Ge- 
laddin Ruma, who fays, that a Camel, 
mounted on the Top of a Minaret, cry'd 
out, I am concealed here; don't diſco- 
ver the Place of my Retreat, To baniſh 
this Idea abſolutely from his Mind, ſhe 
made him remember that he had ſworn 


to do whatever ſhe commanded him. He 


then 


— 
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then writ immediately to his Friend, who 
ſoon after arriv'd. 


Meimoune, cover'd with her Veil, made 
him fit down upon the Sopha, and re- 
lated to him the Danger his Friend had 
been in. He cried out every Moment, 
Holy Prophet! can God permit ſuch vile 
Infidels to appear in the Sight of the Sun! 
But when, at the End of the Hiſtory, ſhe 
nam'd the Cheik Ebulkiar, and accuſed 
him of being the Author of all theſe 
Cruelties, he could not perſwade himſelf 
to believe it. How can it be, ſaid he, that 
a Man who performs the five Prayers 
daily, gives to the Poor continually, 
preaches the Qbſervation of the Law, 
ſtill more by his inceſſant Example, than 
by the Explications he daily makes of 
the holy Alcoran, and appears to be 
one of the greateſt Favourites of the 
holy Prophet, can be guilty of ſuch 
enormous Crimes! I am ignorant, re- 
turn'd Fabia, whether this old Man is 
really a Cheik, or whether the Perſon 
thou meaneſt is the ſame of whom Mei- 
moune ſpeaks, for I never ſaw him but this 
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once, How can it be doubted ? reſum' d 
Meimoune; I have been his Slave theſe 


three Years, and every Day my Eyes 


have been Witneſſes of a freſh Inſtance of 


Cruelty. Certainly, interrupted Mubam- 


med, an Infidel Genie faſcinated your 
Eyes, to injure the Reputation of the 
moſt holy Man of theſe Times. Let 
him be a Cheik or not, ſaid the tender 
Meimoune with Heat, there is ſuch a Man. 
who commits ſuch Crimes, and who put 
the Life of thy Friend in Danger, - How 
can'ſt thou heſitate a Moment? The 
Cauſe of God, and the Intereſt of Friend- 
ſhip, are they incapable of moving thee ?: 
I will examine, reply'd Mubammed, I 
will obſerve the Conduct of the Cheik; 
but without being fully convinc'd, I will 
never dip my Hands in the Blood of the 
Friend of God. Meimoune ſeeing ſhe 
could obtain nothing further from him, 
and that Friendſhip in the Mind of Mu- 


hammed could never overcome the Im- 
preſſions of Hy pocriſy, - Promiſe us at 
leaſt, ſaid ſhe, and ſwear upon the holy 
Alcoran to keep our Secret. I ſee, cried. 


the, it is their's to deliver Fabia who love 
him 
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him beſt. Muhammed took the Oath ſhe 
requir'd, and return'd to Scutari. The 
next Day Meimoune went out with her 
Veil, and repair'd to the“ Bazar, to the 
Quarter of the Taylors; ſhe choſe out 
the compleat Habit of an + Tchoglan, 
which ſhe agreed for, and conceal'd it 
under her Veil, with ſome other Things 
the had bought, During the two or 
three following Days her Heart was. 
oppreſs'd, and her Mind agitated; ſhe 
even anſwer'd the Aſſiduities and In- 
ſtances of Fabia only with Sighs, and 
with a dejected and affficted Look, which 
accompany*d the Refuſals that ſtil! con- 
tinu'd to throw her Lover into Deſpair. 
At length, when ſhe was fully reſolv'd, 
ſhe went out between the firſt and ſecond 
Prayers. Fahia, who did not fee her 
return, tho' Night approach'd, felt the 
moſt cruel Inquietude. His Mother, 
touch'd with th& Condition ſhe ſaw him 


in, ſaid to him, What affects thee, my 
F 6 "ans 


* Bazar, or Bazeſteip, a kind of Hall in which 
all Profeflions have their Shops in different Quar- 


ders. 


+ A Page of the Seraglio. 


2 
11 
14 
14 
14 
ſ 1 
& bo 
1 
»* 4 
7 
. 
X 
F 
11 
VE 
uy 


— 


Sr LE” ER EP 
— ds = £25 — 


* r 1 3 
. — Tn 
233 G— —— ˖ 2 9 tie — — 


415 >. a 4 
— Rs 


108 ORIENTAL TALES. 


Son? Alas! my Mother, reply'd Jabia, 
Metmoune does not return. It is not pro- 
per for a Woman to pretend to give Ad- 


vice to a Man, return'd ſhe ; but if thou 


haſt loſt this amiable Maid, moſt cer- 
tainly thou haſt deſerv'd it. Women are 
not to be treated with ſo much Softneſs; 
they always abuſe thoſe who ſhew ſuch. 
great Regard to. them, and eſpecially, 
thoſe who give them ſo much Liberty. I. 
am much miſtaken, continu'd ſhe, if thou 
ever ſeeſt Meimoune more. Ah! my Mo- 
ther, interrupted Fabia, ſhe does not re- 
ſemble other Women; her Heart is purer 
than the Dew of the Morning. I wiſh it 
may be ſo, reply'd the Mother; but thou 
loveſt her, and ſhe aſſur'd thee ſhe had 
the ſame Sentiments. What could hinder 
her from giving thee a Proof of it, and 


marrying thee, as thou haſt ſo often preſ- 


ſed her to do? Why did ſhe ſtill appear 
more and more ſerious and meditating ? 
Why did ſhe bring here with Secrecy, 
the Habit of a Man, a * Cangiar, and 
other Things which I found hid under 
the Sopha, and which are now gone? 
Be 


= A Cap lin'd with F arrs, worne by the Slaves 
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Be aſſur'd, my Son, that ſhe has too 
much Senſe to do any thing without De- 
ſign. Ah! my Mother, interrupted Fa- 
Hia again, I am undone; I tremble! 


Meimoune doubtleſs has He ſtop'd 
here, and durſt ſay no more, left he 
ſhould diſcover his Secret. But that Mo- 
ment, notwithſtanding his Trouble and 
Agitation, he kiſs'd the Hand of his 
Mother, took his Sabre and departed. A 
Moment later, and he would not have 
found a Boat to paſs over to Scutari. In 
effect, he arriv'd there juſt as the Day 
clos d; he ſat down upon the Shore, 
and taking no Advice but from his Love, 
without attempting to defire the leaſt Aſ- 
ſiſtance from ſo prejudic'd a Friend as 
Muhammed, he reſolv'd to wait for the 
Cheik as he paſs'd by, and to attack him, 
notwithſtanding the two Slaves with which 
he was uſually accompany'd ; the Cha- 
grin, the Inquietude, and the Alarms that 
this Barbarian gave his dear Meimoune, 
his Happineſs delay'd, the Life of what 
he lov'd continually expos'd to the moſt 
cruel Revenge, all theſe were ſufficient to 
determine him in the Reſolution he had 
taken 
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110 ORIENTAL TALES. 
taken. But the Truſt he had in God, and 
the Prayer he made to him, left him no 


longer any Inquietude, and repreſented to 


him the ſacrificing this Monſter of Cru- 


elty, as an Action highly agreeable to 


the holy Prophet. Theſe Ideas brought 


him to the laſt Hour of Prayer. When 


that arriv'd, he went into the Street where 
he had met the Cheik; he found him, 
who had already got before him, and was 
returning Home with a Man whom he 


eaſily gueſs'd was another Victim, and 


who appear'd to be tall. He was ſur- 
priz'd at his extreme Diligence, and 
durſt not attack him then, as he ſtill heard 
the Sound of People walking and ſpeak- 
ing in the Streets and in the neighbouring 
Houſes. However, he follow'd him at 
all Hazards, and in a Burying-Place, 
which they were oblig'd to croſs, he came 


up with the Slave who was at ſome Di- 


ſtance behind him, took the Opportunity 
of a Turning, and gave him ſo violent a 
Cut with his Sabre, that his Head flew 
off from his Shoulders, without his being, 


able to give one Shriek. At that Inſtant 


he took his Talpache, threw off his own 
Turban, 
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Turban, and came up with the Cheik juſt 
after he had ſaid, as uſual, Open, it is I, 
They open'd the Gate to him, and Fabia 
follow'd him without ſpeaking, and with- 
out being known, He made Ute of the 
Obſcurity to conceal himſelf in the Cor- 
ner of the Court, fully reſolv'd to ha- 
zard every thing for the Succeſs of his 
Enterprize, and to fall upon the Cheik, 
after having ſeparately attack'd his Slaves. 

He heard the Preparations for the Sup- 
per, attended to every Paſſage of it, ſaw 
the Preſents brought, and diſtinguiſh'd 
the Voices and Inſtruments of the Slaves; 
and looking upon the Sleep of the Cheik 
as the moſt favourable Opportunity, he 
waited with the greateſt Impatience for 
the Cataſtrophe of this Adventure, At 
length the Stranger was put to Bed along 
with the Slave whom he had choſe; and 
in a few Moments after, he heard the 
peircing*Cries of a Woman, who call'd 
for Help. He diſtinguiſh'd the Voice 
of the Cheik who called his Slave, and 
order*d him to bring his Arms. In the 
midſt of this Diſorder, he thought he 


heard the Voice of his dear Meimoune. 
Nothing 
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Nothing then could reſtrain him ; he flew 
up the little Staircaſe that had conducted 
him before to the Priſon, puſh'd at the 
Door of the Chamber with ſo much Vio- 
lence that he burſt it open, and appear'd 
before the Cheik juſt as he was going ta 
leap upon a young Man in the Bed, to 
force from him a Poniard with which he 
was arm'd, whilſt a Woman appear'd in 
the ſame Bed greatly terrify'd. Thou 
ſhalt periſh, wretched Woman, cried the 
Cheik, and I ſhall enjoy the exquiſite 
Pleaſure of Revenge. Love and Juſtice, 
which have conducted me hither, return'd 
Meimoune in her natural Voice, ought to 
have made me more ſucceſsful; how- 
ever, I have done my Duty, and thou 
may'ſt ſatiate thy Rage. Fabia did not 
give him Time to do ſo; full of that 


_ eager Raſhneſs which true Love produces 


when alarm'd by the Danger of what it 
loves, he drew his Sabre, and ſeizing the 
Cheik by the Beard, peirc'd him with a 
thouſand Stabs. He had no ſooner kill'd 
him than his favourite Slave enter'd with 
a Priſoner to be ſacrific'd, according to 
his inhuman Cuſtom; Jabia run to him, 

| and 
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and puniſh'd him for all his Crimes, not- 
withſtanding the Knives with which he 
was arm'd. Then falling at the Knees of 
Meimoune, he ſcarce knew her again, the 
Colour which ſhe had put upon her Face 
had fo extremely alter'd her, Seeing her 
in that Condition, and finding, her in the 
Houſe of the Cheik, was a Proof of the 
render and generous Enterprize ſhe had 
undertaken, In effect, it was Meimoune 
herſelf, who, under the Habit of a Man, 
had preſented herſelf in the Way where 
the Cheik muſt paſs, and whom he had 
carried to ſup with him. Fahia would 
have endeavour'd to expreſs his Gratitude 
and his Love; but Meimoune ſaid to him, 
It is not yeta Time to abandon ourſelves 
to Joy; what would be our Fate if we 
ſhould be found in this Place of Horror ? 
If the Cadi ſhould ſurprize us here, how 
could we perſwade him of our Innocence? 
Fab.a cut the Cords which tied the unfor- 
tunate Priſoner, who having expected the 
moſt dreadful Death, embraced a hundred 
Times the Knees of his Deliverer. They 
went down together to the Priſon, to ſet 
at Liberty the other Muſſulmen whom 

| " 


Woe A ͤ Fog, Ng Te ET 7 at” 0-73 ING * TEA * 4 
2 . * £ yd 3 — Fr pe 88 5 p -* r was 9 7 * N 1 — — Fs 
n , 3 — S 6 5 " TE EEO 1 py WOOL, 45 6 2 
% * m_— a * * PROM „ * Ne 2 my - _ 
- 7 A * * © * * : Pte I - "4 > 
- 2 — Ar yy” ER — * : —_ 


= A 
— —— 
. Fr.. 

23 


x14 ORIENTAL TALES. 
the Cheik had deſtin'd for his cruel Re- 
paſts. When Meimoune had put on her 


_ Habit, the Cork that ſhe had put within 


her Paboutches, made her appear ſo much 
taller; the Change of her Dreſs, the 
Colour ſhe had pur upon her Face, and 
the Care with which ſhe had diſguiſed her 
Voice, convinced Fabia how caly it was. 
tor the Cheik to be deceiv'd in her. 


Meimounè cauſed all the Priſoners to 
come before her, and told them to begin 
by taking all that belong'd to them, 
which had been ſeiz'd by the Cheik. She 
gave Liberty to all the Women Slaves, 


and afterwards made ſeveral Bundles of 


the Silver, the Gold, and the Jewels. But 
the Houſe was ſo full of Riches, that 
after having taken all they could carry 
away, and given the Slaves and Priſoners. 


whatever they defir'd, they ſtill left a pro- 


digious Quantity of valuable Effects. 


Meimoune made them throw the Body of 


the Cheik, and thoſe of the two Slaves, 
into the ſame Well which he made uſe of 
as a Sepulchre for thoſe good and faithful. 


* who had every Day, for ſo 


conſi- 
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confiderable a Time, periſh'd by his 
Command. Theſe Cares employ'd them 
till the Break of Day: Then they left 
this Place of Horror and Execration, 
ſhut the Gate after them, and ſeparated 
different Ways. Fahia would not go to 
his Friend Mubammed, he thinking i 
would have been a tacit Reproach for 
the Weakneſs of his Friendſhip, and his, 
Prejudice in favour of a Hypocrite. 


Theſe tender Lovers arriv'd at Con- 
ftantinople without any Inconvenience, 
where Fahia conjur'd Meimoune to com- 
pleat his Happineſs, and to give herſelf 
to him for ever. I conſent to it now with 
my whole Heart, my dear Fabia, reply'd. 
ſhe; we will make a Repaſt, to which 
we will invite the Iman, and marry each 
other according to the Precepts of the 
holy Propnet. The Marriage was per- 
form'd on the Friday following, in a 
manner ſuitable to the former Fortune of 
Fahia, for he would not quit his Pro- 
f. fon; but he employ'd ſuitable to his. 
Condition the Money which Meimoune 
had brought with her, and that which he 
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had ſound at the Cheik's. Thus, in an 
eaſy Afﬀ uence, not deſiring to aſpire 
above their former Rank, 7ahia, his good 
Mother, and the charming Meimoune, 
paſs'd their Lives agreeably and happy. 


Moradbak had no ſooner ceaſed to 
ſpeak, than the King, who began to be 
more touch'd with her Beauty and Me- 
rit, than with her Hiſtory, and who took 
ſtill more. Pleaſure in ſeeing than in 
hearing her, told her, That he inſenſibly, 
and by degrees, felt a Calm diffuſed over 
his Mind; and it is to thy Hiſtories, 
doubtleſs, added he obligingly, that 1 
owe the Tranquillity I begin to enjoy. 
But this that thou has related to me has 
filled me with Indignation: I will never 
again ſuffer a Cheik in my Dominions; 
or at leaſt if they are ever met in the 
Streets by Night, they ſhall be impri- 
ſon'd for a Year; but what Pleaſure 
could this wretched * Gianor find in eat- 
ing the Heart of a Man? To diſſipate 
all the black Ideas which this Recital has 
given me, and which thy Preſence alone 


© Infidel, a Term of Contempt and Horror. 
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has ſoften'd, I will have thee relate to me 

To-morrow ſome Hiſtory leſs tragical 

than moſt of thoſe have been that thou 

haſt told me. To-morrow I ſhall have 

the Honour to relate to you the Bastet, 

returned Moradbak as ſhe wi hdrew. The 

Basket, ſo be it, reply*d Hudjadge; and 
the next Day ſhe begun the following 

Hiſtory : 


THE 
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INN ER TODD 
EST) 


THE 
EY WK: 
OF THE 


A Neien Hiſtory furniſhes us with the 
Example of a young King, nam'd 

'Kemſarai, v renal for all manner of good 
'Qualities, and was wholly occupy'd with 
the Good of his Subjects: Juſtice being 
the only Rule of his Actions, the Poor 

had a ſtill freer Acceſs to him than the 

Rich. The Knowledge of what paſſes, 


1 - which is neceſſary to form a great Prince, 
| was the principal Obje& of his Study. 
& Thus with a Deſign of knowing every 
conſiderable Event that happen'd in any 


of the Kingdoms of Aſia, he had built a 
Caravanſera, which might with Rea- 
43 ſon be accounted a magnificent Palace. 
4 It was in that he receiv'd all Strangers. 
This 
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This amiable Prince had them ſerv'd 
from his own Table, and had Slaves of 
both Scxes, whoſe whole Buſineſs it was 
to prevent their Deſires and Neceſſities, 
All Strangers came thus to his Capital 
from every Part of the World, without 
any other Conſtraint than that of being 
oblig'd to entertain the King with their 
own Adventures, or thoſe that had come 
to their Knowledge. 


Thus in Tranquillity the King paſs'd 
His Days wove with Gold and Silk, and 
reign'd happily in a World where every 
thing is liable to Decay. Fortune at 


length tir'd of loading him with her Fa- 


vours, which he fo perfectly deſerv'd, at 
once abandon'd him. = 


The Repoſe of his Mind, the Tran- 
quillity that his good Actions diffus'd 
over his whole Perſon, and that amiable 
Gaiety which always appear*d with him, 
abandon'd him at the ſame Moment; 
an Agitation that nothing could calm, a 
profound Inquietude, and a continual 


Melancholy ſucceeded the moſt agree 
able 
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able Humour; his Eyes loſt their Viva- 
city, Paleneſs obſcur'd his Complexion, 
and ſoon he appear'd like a beautiful 
Roſe which in the Morning is the Orna- 
ment of the Garden, but fades at the 
Heat of Noon, and dies almoſt at the 
Moment it has bloom'd; in fine, the 
Alteration of his Health, and that of his 
Mind, had perſwaded all his Courtiers, 
that notwithſtanding, his extreme Youth, 


they would ſoon have the Sorrow to 
. weep over his Grave, when an unforeſeen 
Flight convey'd him unexpectedly from 


the Eyes of his Subjects. The Grandees 
of his Kingdom neglected no Means to 
be inform'd of his Fate; but ſeeing that 


all their Induſtry was in vain, they de- 


termin'd to form a Counſel who ſhould 
govern during his Abſence, which laſted 
twelve Moons, at the End of which he 
appear'd again when they leaſt expected 


him. He was cloath'd in black, his Me- 


lancholly was exceſſive, no Objects being 
able to ſoften it, and his Inſenſibility to 
them all was beyond Example. 


The Grandees of the Kingdom and 
i 5 his 
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his Viſiers came to receive his Orders, 
but he would give them none, His In- 
difference was ſo great, that he did not 
even perceive the ſingular Attachment of 
which his Subjects gave him ſo many 
Proofs, Yet he was ſtill ſo much belov- 


ed, that the Council would not ele& ano- 


ther King, and reſolved to wait for ten 
Years, to ſee if the King would recover 
his Senſes, his amiable Character, and all 
the other Qualities which had made him 
admir'd. Whatever Inſtances they made 
to engage him at leaſt to reſide in their 
Capital, they could never change the Re- 
ſolution he had taken to leave it, But 
ſeeing that was impoſſible to make them 
accept his Abdication, he retir'd into a 
little Houſe, built upon a ſolitary Moun- 
tain, which he choſe to finiſh his Days in, 
without any other Company, than that 
of one of his Siſters named Zahide. This 
- Princeſs had lov'd him from her In- 
fancy with the moſt tender Friendſhip : 


Beauty, Youth, and Wit, were leſs valu- 


able Qualities in her, than her Piety and 

her Attachment to the holy Alcoran, 

which ſhe knew nn by Heart. 
Vor. . The 
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The Occaſion of the King's Chagrin 


was unknown : He had conſtantly re- 


fus'd to inform all thoſe, in whoſe Pow- 


er it was to queſtion him concerning it. 
After having been ſome Time in his Re- 
tirement, he fell dangerouſly ill, and 


would not ſuffer any Aſſiſtance, but the 


Cares and Aſſiduity of his dear Zabide, 
who redoubled her Prayers to obtain the 
Recovery of a Brother who was ſo dear 
to her. Her Friendſhip did not blind 
her as to the little Help that all Reme- 
dies procured ; and perceiving the fatal 


Moment approach, which was to cloſe 


his Eyes, ſhe drew near the Bed, and 
conjur'd him by all the Affection he 
had for her, to truſt her with the Sub- 
jet of his Grief : Oh, Prince! ſunk un- 
der Misfortunes,. faid ſhe to him, why 
will you not inform me of the Cauſe of 
your Sorrows? The Pains that you feel 
ate redoubled a Hundred-fold upon my 
Heart; condeſcend to place your Con- 


kidence in me; perhaps I may find ſome 


Remedy for your Diſtreſs: Who knows 
whether the great Prophet, rouch'd with 
2 * 1 85 my 
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mf Sorrow, may ae inſpire me n 
Means to aſſiſt vu 8 


T he King anſwer'd her with 1 4 
eſt Sighs, .- My Hiſtory is more tedious 
than that of Feredbaad®, and more me- 
lancholly than that of Wemakweazra Þ. 
I am willing, however, to grant what 
you demand, in return for the tender 
Care you take of me, and the Friendſhip 
you have always ſhewn me. I will 
truſt you then with the Cauſe of my Mis- 
fortunes ; Jou ſhall know in what Man- 
ner I paſſed in one Inſtant from Joy to 
Sorrow, and how my Heart has felt the 
moſt dreadful Strokes of the Steel of Deſ- 
pair. All that I can ſay to you can ne- 
ver give you even the ſlighteſt Idea of my 
Adventures; there are no Terms ſtrong 
enough to expreſs whas I have ſeen : But 
you deſire it, and I will latisfy 8 

G2 Tou 


* Conſolatfon in Affliction: This is an Arabian 
Book of Ali and Haſſan, lunnam d Tenonkbi 4. Tex 
aon, a Tribe of the 4rabians, © 

+ This is a Romance written in Perſian Verſe, f 
which contains the Loves of Vanal and Ezra, 
two celebrated Lovers, who l}v'd before ths . 


of Mahar. 
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Fou know; that in the happy Time 
of my Life, I paſs'd a Part of every 
Day with Strangers, who related to me 
Either their own Adventures, or thoſe 
they had been able to inform themſelves 
of. Amongſt the Number of thoſe Tra- 
vellers, who continually fill'd my Cara- 
vanſera, I met a kind of Derviſe, ha- 
bited in black, Notwithſtanding the 
Gloomineſs of his Habit, his Figure was 
as agreeable as his Converſation was inte- 
reſting ; ; he even appear'd to me, accord- 
ing to the Phraſe of one of our celebra- 
ted Poets, as a Sea of Charms, in which 
I plung'd myſelf with Pleaſure. He was 
a Garden of Roſes that diffusd an Odour 
of Friendſhip, with which my Heart was 
captivated. In fine, I was enchanted 
with the Hiſtories that he related to me; 
fo natural was the Art of Eloquence to 
him: But he ſtill refus'd to inform me 
for - what Reaſon he was ſo inceſſantly 
plung'd. into the moſt profound Reve- 
ries, and what engag'd him to wear this 
Habit of Mourning. I neglected nothing 
in order to ſeduce him by my Preſents : 
I * him magnificent Veſts, Girdles 
adorn'd 
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adorn'd with Diamonds, and Purſes of 
| Gold: In a word, I made uſe of all 
that I thought capable of inducing him 
to ſatisfy me. My Perſeverance and my 
Importunity touch*d him much more than 
my Preſents.---You will then, ſaid he 
to me, with a redoubled Sorrow, you 
will know what has happen'd to me. 
It would be eaſier .for me to explain to 
you the Hiſtory of the Bird “ Anta, than 
to perſwade you of the reality of my 
Misfortunes; rather wiſh that ſuch Ad- 
ventures ſhould be for ever forgot; and 
above all things, dread the Deſire of be- 
ing convinc'd of them by your own Ex- 
perience, I continu'd my Inſtances ; I 
redoubled my Careſſes, and this wa. what 
he related to me. . 

G 3 The 


* This is a Bird which the Per fians call Pimurg, 
and the Arabians, Arka, which is what we travſlate 
by Griffin : This Bird, according to the Orzentals, 
is monitrous; it ſpeaks ail manner of Languages ; 
it is endu'd with Reaſon, and capable of Religion. 
Thamurath, the third Perſian Monarch of the firſt 
Dinaſty, according to the Pichdafiens, was tranſ- 
ported upon this Bird to the imaginary Regions. 


The Orientals ſay, that this Bird has long ſince 


retit'd to the Mountains of Ka/, which ſurround 
the World, and that the Place of its Retreat is un- 
Known, 
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The City of Meghouchan is fituated in 
the Kingdom of China ; almoſt all thoſe 
who inhabit it are remarkable for their 
Melancholly ; they never wear any thing 
but black; and ſuch Strangers whoſe 
ill Fortune or great Raſhneſs have drawn 
into that City, find it very difficult to 


enter into any Society with them. *Tis 


in that City alone that you can be in- 


 form?*d of the Misfortune that I undergo; 
it is there that che juſt Subject of myGrief, 


and the Paſſions with which my Heart is 
torn, may be found; and there you may 
be convinc'd of the Truth of my Situ- 
ation, which no Relation could perſwade 
you of, As the Der viſe finiſh'd theſe 
Words, he ſaluted me, took all the Pre- 
ſents that I had made him, and left me 
tormented with the moſt exceſſive Curi- 


oſity. 


The Obſcurity of this Hiſtory, and the 
ſmall Detail with which it was accompa- 
nied, ſerv'd only to augment the Deſire 
I had to be inſtructed in ſuch uncommon 


Things. I was then wholly taken up 
wich 
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with a Deſire of judging by my own 
Experience of ſo ſingular an Adventure; 
and that Deſire, which was the Source of 
this Change in my Behaviour, increas'd 
eo ſuch a "Degree; that I could no lon- 
ger forbear undertaking a Journey to 
Medhbouchan, I took a great Quantity of 
Jewels with me ; I departed in diſguiſe, 
and took the Road to China, with the 
higheſt Satisfaction; and I uſed moſt in- 
credible Diligence, The Care I had ta- 
ken to conceal myſelf from the Know- 
ledge of all Perſons, ſucceeded perfect- 
iy. At length I arriv'd in the Kingdom 
of China, where this moſt fatal Curioſity 
led me with inconceivable Ardour. The 
Sight of this new World charm'd me, 
ſince it was to ſatisfy my Curioſity; I 
was not long before I met a numerous 
Caravan, to which I join'd myſelf ; 

brought me into the midſt of that greas 
Empire; there I quitted it to follow the 
Road which led to the City of Medbou - 
chan, where I arriv'd, after having ſuſ- 
fer*d, with Pleaſure, all the Fatigue off 


long and * a Journey. 
Almoſt 
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- Almoſt all the People of this City 
were, in effect, cloathed in black, as the 
Derviſe had inform'd me : The moſt 


profound Melancholly reign'd on all 


Sides: I met with no Compliments of 
Reception; I did not draw one Look 
upon me; and all thoſe who wore Mourn- 
ing, walk*d in the Streets about their 
Affairs, with their Eyes caſt upon the 
Ground, their Heads ſunk in a Cap, and 
wrapp'd up, and almoſt loſt in their 
Mourning Habits. I was oblig'd then to 
paſs ſeveral Days in the Caravanſera, 


where I alighted without any other Em- 


ployment than that of walking continu- 
ally about the City, and ſearching for 
ſome Perſon who would anſwer to my 


| Queſtions, 1 had employ'd all poflible 
Means of entering into Converſation 
with thoſe I ſaw cloath'd in Mourning ; 


but they either did not hearken to me, 
or made me no Anſwer, but by a Sigh. 
I perſwaded myſelf, with Reaſon, that a 


Man who was not in Mourning, might 
be in a more proper Condition to ſatisfy 
me. Therefore after ſome Days I ac- 
-quir'd an Intimacy with a young Mer- 


chant ; 
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chant ; he was affable, and extremely 
polite to Strangers; he ſung to Perfec- 
tion, and play*d equally well upon ſeve- 
ral Inſtruments; and his Face was more 
pleaſing than the Sun: He was ſo ſatis- 
fy'd with my Converſation, that after 
having ſhew'd a thouſand Civilities to me, 
he would abſolutely conduct me to his 
Houſe. I accepted his Offers; and the 
firſt Day that I lodg'd there, he made 
a great Repaſt, where I was treated with 
equal Taſte and Magnificence, I became 
in a little Time his Friend and Confi- 
dant, and perceiving that he always elu- 
ded the Queſtions that my Curioſity 
induc'd me to make, upon the Melan- 
cholly and Mourning that I faw ſpread 
over the whole City, I one Day em- 
brac'd his Knees, and conjur'd him by 
the Hoſpitality which he ſo generouſly 
exercis'd in regard to me, to inform me 
of it, and not to render. ſo tedious a 
Journey uſeleſs, which I had undertaken 
wholly with that Intention. This young 
Man liſten'd to me with much Emotion 
and Chagrin, and anſwer'd me with a 
Tone of Kindneſs and Concern, - Ceaſe 
1 3 my 
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my Friend, to wiſh to be acquainted with 
a thing, which can only give you inf. 
nite Pain; imitate my Example; I ne- 
ver would know it by my own Experi- 
ence : That Condition to which I faw 
all thoſe reduc'd, who attempted this 
Adventure ; their Gayety and their A- 
greeableneſs loſt, and their whole Mind 
entirely chang*d, have render'd me wiſe 
at their Expence : Be you the ſame ; 1 
conjure you by my Advice, depend up- 
on me, that what you demand to know, 
can only be dangerous to you, without 
being of any Uſe, This Refuſal only 
augmented my Curiofity ſtil] further. I 
related my Hiſtory to him, and did not 
conceal from him my Condition, This 
Confeſſion made him have more Regard 
to my Prayers; he had Compaſſion of 
my Intteaties, and faid to me with a me- 
lancholly Smile, but full of Compla- 
cency, Oh, Friend of my Heart! This 
Myſtery cannot be explain'd to you; to 
be inform'd of it, you muſt go out of the 
City: 'Tis there, as I have been told, 
that all will be diſclos'd to your Eyes. 
Let us depart this Moment, faid I with 
Vivacity. 
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Vivacity. He had Pity upon my Situ- 
ation; he preceded me, and I follow'd 
him. We arriv'd in a Defert Place not 
far from the City: The Solitude of this 
Quarter inſpir'd me with a ſecret Hor- 
ror: When we had walk'd ſome Time, 
we found a ruin'd Palace, in the midſt 
of which we ſaw a Basket, ſuſpended by 
a Cord, which appear'd to be fix'd to 
the higheft Part of a half-ruin*d Dome; 
the young Merchant pointing to the Baſ- 
ket, and looking upon me, with Eyes 
bath'd in Tears,---Place yourſelf, ſaid he 
to me, in this Basket, and ſince you arg 
abſolutely reſolv'd, feel by Experience 
the Pain that it occaſions, 


I was ſcarce enter'd it, when I found 
myſelf ſnatch'd up with the Rapidity of 
Lightning; it was equal to the Swiftneſs 
of a Griffin, who takes her Flight to the 
higheſt Region of the Air. I was in an 
Inſtant ſo prodigiouſly high, that I ſoon 
touch*d the Skies: I would have look'd 
upon the Earth, but how great was my 
Aſtoniſhment, when I ſaw that that Uni- 


"_ which had appear'd ſo vaſt to me, 
ſcem'd 
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ſeem'd now only a Point. Then, when 
it was too late, I repented my Raſhneſs. 
From whom could I hope for Aſſiſtance 
in the middle of the Air! I abandon'd 
myſelf to Deſpair, and hung down my 
Head, ſaying to cruel Fortune, Strike, 
Barbarian, I am ready to Feceive the 
Blow. 

— : 

J was in this terrible Situation, when 
the Basket ſtopt in a Place of Delight, 
and fix'd itſelf in the midſt of a Gar- 
den, which ſurpaſs'd in Beauty the Sun 
_ Itſelf, I immediately alighted from a Ve- 
hicle which had given me ſo many A- 
larms; immediately it roſe up into the 
Air, and I loft Sight of it, Judge, if 
my Inquietude was not ſoon turn'd into 
Pleaſure, when I found myſelf in a Place 
where the Earth was enamelPd with a 
thouſand different Flowers, the Mixture 
of which . preſented a very agreeabls 
Spectacle to the Sight, whilſt the Smell 
diffus'd the moſt exquiſite Perfume. 
return'd a thouſand Praiſes to God, who 
bad thus happily conducted me into fo 
charming a Paradice. After having tra- 

vers'd 
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vers'd this Garden, I found a ſecond, 
which was wholly fill'd with Roſes. A 
thouſand Birds teſtify'd by their Songs 
the Pleaſure they felt in reſiding there. 
In the midſt of this Garden, there ap- 
pear'd a large Baſon, the Waters of which, 
more clear than Chryſtal, diſpers'd them - 
ſelves, with a pleaſing Murmur, into 
an infinite Number of Canals, whoſe 
Banks were totally cover'd with Roſes 
and Violets. The ſofteſt and moſt re- 
freſhing Breezes fanned the Flowers of 
this Garden of Delight; and the ſtately 
Poplars ſeem'd proud of the Shade they 
gave to them. The Bottom of this Baſon 
was more ſhining than the Flambeaux 
that are carried before the Kings of the 
Indies, and its Edges were adorn'd with 
the richeſt Carpets, ſome embroider d 
with Gold, 4 Chineſe Silks; others 
whoſe Taſte ſurpaſs'd their Magnificence. 
At one End of the Garden was to be per- 
ceiv'd a Throne of Gold, cover'd with 
a Tent of Sattin, and ſurrounded by the 
moſt magnificent Sopha's ; a greatNum- 
ber of Vaſes fill'd with Sherbet, and the 


moſt exquiſite Wines. were plac'd on each 
Side 
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Side of the Throne ; the Delicacy of the 
Tables which were placed under the Sha- 
dow of the moſt beautiful Trees, ſeem'd 
to be the Height of Luxury and Mag- 
nificence ; they were cover'd with a Pro- 
fuſion of delicious Meats, defti'd more 
to reanimate the Voluptuous, than to re- 
pair the Spirits of a Traveller. I was 
not long before I fatisfy*d that Hunger 
and exceſſive Thirſt with which I was 
tormented, After having reſtor'd my 
exhauſted Strength, I again return'd 
Thanks to God for all his Bounty, and 
choſe out the Shade of a Poplar to enjoy 
the Sweets of that Repoſe which I ſtood 
in need of, and to reflect at Eaſe upon 
'all that I ſaw, ſo oppoſite to thoſe Ideas 
which the Derviſe and the Merchant 
would have given me of it. I could not 
conceive their Error, for they had ap- 
pear'd to me to have too much Probity 
to endeavour to impoſe upon me. At 
length, as it is but too natural to flatter 
ourſelves, I perſwaded myſelf that I had 
met with Diſtinct ions which others had 


not deſerv'd. 
The 
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The Sun was replac'd by the obſcureſt 
Night, and the Bird of the Moon had 
ceas d her agreeable Songs. When I a- 
 wak'd, I then perceived, through the 
Shade of the Trees, ſeveral] Flambeaux, 
whoſe Light was more ſhining than that 
of the Stars: I heard a confus'd Noiſe in 
the Air, and perceiv'd a great Num- 
ber of Virgins, whoſe Beauty ſeem'd ad- 
mirable ; their Modeſty, heighten'd by 
a thouſand Charms, would have ſoften'd 
the moſt infenfible Heart, and their Luſ- 
tre ſurpaſs'd that of the Angels; their 
Boſoms were as white and as ſweet as 
Jeſſamine, their Faces were as ſpark- 
ling as the Moon, and their N 
Hair flowing upon their Shoulders, 
whoſe Whiteneſs would have ſham'd the 
faireſt Ivory, might have made the very 
Angels themſelves deſire, and envy them. 
The Heavens and the Earth ſeem'd by 
their profound Silence to pay Homage 
to thęſe Beauties. Each of them bore a 
Flambeau whiter than Snow, and this 
Light ſerv'd to diſplay all their Gra- 
dees and Attractions. In the midſt of this 
divine 
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divine Train, I perceiv'd a Princeſs mag- 
nificently adorn'd, but whoſe Beauty far 
ſurpaſs'd her Ornaments : She ſpread 
around her the moſt dazzling Luftre : 
The celeſtial Spirits themſelves would 
have bluſh'd in her Preſence :. Her Eyes 
were like thoſe of a young Antelope; 
her Hair was as dark as that of an Indian, 
and her Compexion as fair as a Circaſſian. 
She advanc'd with equal Grace and Ma- 
jeſty, and plac'd herſelf upon a Throne 
of Gold. Immediately ſhe looſed her 
Veil, which till then had waved upon 
her Shoulders, and all the Virgins who 
attended her, like ſo many Stars, ſtood 
up in the Prefence of this dazzling 
Moon, and were occupy'd in attending 
the Orders of this Roſe of Beauty. At 
the firſt Inclination ſhe ſeem'd to teſtify, 
they placed the Tables, which they co- 
ver*d with preſery*d Fruits; the Plates of 
Gold and Porcclain appear'd on all Sides 
in a Moment, and their Luſtre was bal- 
lanc'd by that of the Chryſtal which en- 
clos'd the Liquors, whoſe Sparkling e- 
quall'd thoſe of the Diamonds of the Mo- 


gul. Some of theſe beauteous Virgins 
N a. 
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aſſiduouſly attended upon the Princeſs; 
others ſeem'd to vye which ſhould moſt 
charm her Ear by the moſt tender and 
harmonious Muſick, They had different 
Inſtruments, upon which they play'd 
to ſuch Perfection, that the Angels in 
Heaven broke their Harps with Jealouſy. 
Yet ſtill this Queen of Beauty, this Roſe 
of Charms, ſpoke not one Word; the 
exquiſite Wines, and the Sound of the 
Inſtruments were for ſome time her only 
Pleaſure, At length ſhe lift up her daz- 
zling Eyes, and addreſſing herſelf to one 
of the Virgins of her Train, ſhe ſaid to 
her with the moſt enchanting Voice, Go 
immediately and ſearch the Garden; if you 
find a Stranger in it, conduct him into my 
Preſence. The beautiful Virgin, after hav- 
ing profoundly ſaluted the Princeſs, quit- 
ted her Place, and flew through the Gar- 
den, like a gentle Wind reviving the Flow- 
ers and Fruits. She made ſeveral Turns 
in vain; but at length ſhe found me at the 
Foot of the Poplar, from whence I had 
rot mov'd. She approach'd me, and ſaid, 
ſaluting me, Ariſe, Stranger, the Prin- 
ceſs demands you, I obey'd her imme- 

diately, 
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diately, follow'd her, and ſoon arriv'd 
before the Throne of the Princeſs, I 
aſſur'd her that I ſhould think myſelf 
happy 1n being the meaneſt of her Slaves; 
then croſſing my Arms upon my Breaſt, 
T remained ſtanding before this divine 
Beauty. I durſt ſcarce look upon her, 
the Emotion that her Charms had given 
me making me almoſt void of Senſe. The 
Princeſs was not long before ſne addreſ- 
ſed her Speech to me with infinite Sweet- 
"neſs, and gave me all the Marks of Po- 
Iitenels and Affability, faymg to me, 
Take a Place upon a Sopha; reaſſure your- 
ſelf, we are far from deſpifing a Stran- 
ger who appears Mafter of ſo much 
-Senſe and Politeneſs. Her Diſcourſe was 
made with ſuch an Air of Sincerity, that 
I immediately obey*d : Then ſhe order'd 
a Vaſe to be preſented to me full of fo 
"delicious a Liquor, that I felt myſelf en- 
tirely alter*d as ſoon as I had ſwallow'd 
it. Thus I eafily forgot all the melan- 
holly Account that had been given 
me to prevent my ſeeing ſo beauti- 
ful a Place. The Princeſs order'd the 
Muſick to begin once more: The Muſi- 
| clans 
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cians placed themſelves around her; 
their Flutes and their Tymbals forc'd me 
to interrupt them every Moment by my 
Applauſes; their Rebals inſpir'd my 
Heart with Tenderneſs, and their Harps 
ſeem'd to invite to a mutual Love: Dur- 
ing this Interval two young Slaves car- 
ried round golden Cups full of the moſt 
exquiſite Wine. Soon after theſe Beau- 
ties roſe and danc*d with the ſame Juſtneſs 
and Elegance as they had ſhewn in their 
Muſick. Sometimes they interrupted their 
Steps by drinking each other's Health, 
and ſometimes by giving and receiving 
a thouſand tender and engaging Careſ- 
ſes. The Wine ſoon gave them an 
agreeable Vermillion, which adorn'd 
them, and ſtill heighten'd the Whiteneſs 
of their Boſoms. The Heads of theſe 
beautiful Virgins were adorn'd with little 
Caps, negligently thrown on, and lean- 
ing to one Side; and inceſſantly they 
gave or receiv'd a thouſand Kiſſes of 
Friendſhip. Joy and Pleaſure ſeem'd to 
have eſtabliſh'd an eternal Reſidence in 
their Hearts; they filPd the Air with 
every Sound that cou'd expreſs a pleaſing 


Joy. 
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Joy, and a delicious Rapture; and not- 
withſtanding their Amuſements, they teſ- 


tify'd continually to me by their Glances, 


the Pleaſure they had in my Preſence. 


Whilſt they paſſed their Time thus, 
the Queen of Beauty looking upon me 
with Softneſs, aſk'd me ſeveral Queſtions, 
to which I anſwer'd in a manner that 
ſeem'd to fatisfy her. She wiſh'd to know 
my Name and my Country; I conceal'd 


nothing from her. She aſk'd me what 


Reaſons had induc'd me to attempt this 
Adventure. I confeſs'd to her how much 


the Derviſe had excited my Curioſity by 


his Relation, and that from that. Time 
the World had become infipid to me, 
and I had been unable to reſiſt the Deſire 
of judging myſelf of a Thing which 
made ſuch ſtrong Impreſſions upon all 
thoſe who had ſeen it, But what aſtoniſhes 
me, added I, is his Silence as to ſo ſur- 
prizing and ſo admirable an Obje as the 


Princeſs of this Paradice.---I am not in 


the leaſt ſurpriz'd at it, reply'd ſhe; al- 
moiſt all thoſe who arrive here are en- 
chanted by the Pleaſures of the Table, 

the 
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the Muſick, the Dancing, or at leaft by 
the Beauty of my Slaves, Beſides, can 
you imagine that I condeſcend to con- 
verſe with them? I thank'd her for ſo 
flattering a Preference, 'proteſted to her 
that my whole Life ſhould be employ'd 
in ſerving and admiring her, and re- 
mark*d that theſe Proteſtations threw her 
into a Reverie.--- Take a Share in the 
Pleaſures that are taſted here, ſaid ſhe to 
me, and if ever we are parted, remember 
me. Oh Queen of Beauty, purſu'd I, 
how can I poſſibly forget you, whilſt ſo 
many, unworthy of you, ſigh and lament 
continually their being abſent from you! 
It is not me that they regret, ſaid ſhe, I 
inform you once more, and I am not diſ- 
pleas'd at it, it is the Pleaſures they taſted 
here. How can they exiſt ſeparately from 
you, reſumed I with Eagerneſs? Are not 
you the very Eſſence of them all united? 
You ſay too much to be believ'd, re- 
turn'd the Princeſs: We ſhall ſee each 
other again To- morrow; this agreeable 
Garden is deſtin'd for my Walks and for 
my Seppers. All the Virgins that you ſee 
here are in my Service, and you may 

4 freely 
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freely command thoſe who pleaſe you 


the moſt. I would have refuſed a Propo- 
fal which was difpleaſing to my Heart, 


and ſtrongly oppoſite to the Sentiments 
that ſhe had inſpir'd me with, and ex- 


preſſed by the moſt tender Glances how 
much ſhe had enchanted me. Be ſatisfy'd, 
ſaid ſhe, with what I have already done 
for you: Have no Impatience, and be 
fully perſwarded that if ever you ſuffer 
yourſelf to be led away by your impe- 
tuous Deſires, you will be the melan- 


cholly Victim of them. I promiſed her 
whatever ſhe deſir'd, left I ſhould loſe 


what ſhe had already granted. I repeat 
it to you once more, ſaid ſhe, and aban- 
don to your Deſires all the Virgins that 
are in my Service; chuſe freely, and ex- 


tinguiſh with them this Fire that enflames 


you; it is a Law, a Command neceſ- 
farily impoſed upon all that arrive hither. 


In a Moment my Imagination was filled 
with thoſe Pleaſures which I ſoon hop'd 


to find in reality, and my Heart was 
plung'd into a Sea of Joy and Volup- 
tuouſneſs. The Princeſs retir*d, and all 
the Virgins of her Train followed 
If 
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like the- Pleiades, but ſhe who by her 
e had choſe, remained with 
I preſented my Hand to her, we 

laid down upon the Sopha, and paſſed the 
Night there in the Height of Pleaſures 
but all theſe Delights did not make me 
forget the Princeſs, Ideas of her occupy- 
ing me fully. When the Sun appear'd 
upon the Horizon, and began to gild. the 
Summit of the Mountains, the Beauty, 
who had perfum'd my Soul with the 
pleaſing Odour of Voluptuouſneſs, ſaid 
to me as ſhe quitted me,---We ſhall ſee 
each other at Night, if you make me 
again your Choice. J had not Time to re- 
turn an Anſwer; ſhe took her Flight, and 
vaniſh'd, The Idea of ſeeing the Prin- 
ceſs again employ'd me the whole Day; 
I paſs'd it alone, ſeated on the Banks * 
a, Cana), without any other Amuſement 
than that of exquiſite Wines, and the 
moſt delightful Walks. I gave myſelf up 
to all the Hopes that the Ideas of the 
preceding Evening gave me for the ap- 
Proaching Night; and theſe Ideas pre- 
ſented themſelves to my Mind with as 


much Variety and Rapidity as the dap 
0 
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of the Rivulet, whoſe Murmurs amus'd 
me without interrupting my Thoughts, 
My Heart ſometimes ſeem'd to touch the 
Moment of its Happineſs, ſometimes 
2ppear'd far diſtant from it, and always 
foreſaw, with Dread, ſome inſurmount- 
able Obſtacles. Great Prophet! cried I, 
I am at length arriv*d at the Port of Feli- 


city, and have found, without Labour, 


the greateſt Treaſures! But, alas, I have 
made a wrong Ule of them; I have 
perhaps taſted this abundant Source of 
Wine only as a common and inſipid Wa- 
ter? A thouſand different Thoughts agi- 
tated my Mind. At length, after having 
inceſſantly counted the Moments, and 
recommended to myſelf a Patience which 
I could not exerciſe, the Night arri v'd, 
and I ſaw the Flambeaux appear, whoſe 
ſparkling Luſtre was bright enough to 


enlighten the whole World. I felt the 


moſt exceſſive Tranſports when 4 per- 
ceiv'd the Queen of Beauty, preceded by 
her charming Court, and flew haſtily to 
throw myſelf at her Feet. This divine 
Beauty expreſſed ſtill more Goodneſs and 
T enderneſs for me than ſhe did the Night 

before: 
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before; ſhe would abſolutely have me 
place myſelf by her upon the Throne, 
and I was oblig'd to obey her. They 
brought the Tables, the Cups were pre- 
ſented, and this Queen of Beauty conde- 
ſcended herſelf to drink my Health, 
This new Favour made me immediately 
proſtrate myſelf at her Feet; and the 
Love which inflam'd me being no lon- 
ger to be conſtrain'd, I conjur'd her to 
give me her Hand, to extinguiſh by that | 
Water of Pleaſure the Fire which in- 
flam'd my Soul. Then this amiable 
Princeſs caſting upoh me a Glance full of 
Fire, accompany'd with a bewitching 
Smile, teſtify*'d to me by that eloquent 
Silence, that ſhe could not ſee me with f 
Indifference: At the ſame Inſtant ſhe 
| gave me her Cheek to kiſs, I imagin'd 
i ſtrew'd with Lillies and Roſes; and. 
| unable to maſter my Tranſports, I kiſs'd [ 
not only her Cheeks, but her beauteous 
Lips, more glowing than the Indian Co- | 
ral. So great a Happineſs left me no j 
longer the Uſe of Reaſon, and I ſpoke | 
without Conſtraint or Diſcretion, all that j 
a boundleſs Love and an Exceſs of De- f 
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ſire could infpire me with.-- Queen of Lo- 
vers, faid I to her, how great is your Be- 
nificence to a Stranger ſo unworthy of 
your Favours! But what do I fay! I 
call you beneficent, whilſt you are Bene- 
ficence itſelf! Perhaps I expreſs my ſelf 
ſtill too faintly. What then can you be, 


oh Beauty of Beauties? Are you an An- 


gel, or a Celeſtial Spirit? Are you a 
Sun, or the ſhining Star of the Firma- 
ment? Satisfy, I conjure you, ſo reaſon- 
able a Curiolity. The Princeſs then lift- 
ing up her Head, with all the Charms 
and Graces imaginable, ſaid to me, Do 
not abuſe my. Goodnels, I corjure you, 

No, beauteous Queen, faid I; is it abu- 
fing them to know them and to feel their 
Value? She then preſented her Right 


Hand to me; and looking upon me 
with a Countenance full of Softneſs and 


Grace, ſhe threw herſelf about my Neck, 
faying, You are agreeable to me; but 
behave always with Moderation. They 
then brought us the moſt delicious Wines, 


and the moſt rare and uncommon Meats; 


the Chryſtal Glaſſes were as white as the 


Narciſſus's, and they were paſſed round: 
They 


. 
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They animated Joy and Pleaſure in the 


Hearts of all theſe Suns of Beauty: 
They cover'd themſelves with precious 


Caftans, and form'd Choirs of Dances 
and Songs, the Muſicians performing 


Airs, charming both from themſelves and 
from the Variety of them. Thele beau- 


teous Virgins, whom the exquiſite Wines 


had overcome, ſoon loſt their Strength 
and Spirits, and retir'd apart to take 
ſome Repoſe. The Queen of Beauty re- 
maining alone with me, laviſh'd a thou- 
fand Embraces upon me. This is a glo- 


rious Opportunity, ſaid I within myſelf gs 


I reſtrain'd myſelf Yeſterday, 1 obey'd, 
and now my Patience is to be recom- 


enc'd. This Hope, with which my 
Mind was flatter'd, made me renew my 
Inſtances. I threw myſelf again at her 


Feet, embraced them with Tenderneſs, 
and accompany*d theſe ſilent Proteſta- 
tions of Love by a thouſand eager Sighs: 
I ſearce knew what I did; yet at length 
breaking Silence --Ah! if it was poſſible, 
cried I with the- wildeſt Tranſport of 
Love, if it was poſlible, beauteous Queen, 
that our Hearts, our Souls might be 
=. united; 
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united; if I might ſatisfy my eagereſt 


| Wiſhes; iI ſhould have faid 
much more, but ſhe ſtop'd my Words. 
Is it thus, faid ſhe to me, ungrateful as 
you are, that you fulfil your Engage- 


ments, and retugn the Diſt inction with 
which I have treated you? What Confi- 
dence can I repoſe in you? What Aſſur- 
ance can I have of your Reſerve and 
Obedience? I have choſe you to be my 


Friend, loaded you with Favours and 


Complacencies, yet you are cruel enough 
to attempt my Honour! My Embraces 
and my Careſſes, are they too little for 
you? I immediately reply'd, Unparal- 


 JePd Beauty, Divinity of the World, 
look upon the melancholly Condition to 


which this devouring Flame has reduc'd 


me; I ſigh after the happy Moment 


when I may drink of that Water of Hap- 


pineſs of which you are the Source. The 
Heat of Sorrow, or rather the poiſon'd 


Dart of Love, has made an incurable 


Wound in my Boſom. You are the Wa- 


ter of “ Zalaf! who is the Patient that 
| would 


Aula fignifies that ſoft, clear, and delicate 
Water that is drank in Paradice. 
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would not be recover'd in one Moment 
by drinking of this Water? Where is 
he, who burning with an ardent Thirſt, 
and having a Drop of exquiſite Wine in 
his Hand, would prefer being conſum'd 
to the Pleaſure of drinking it? The 
Princeſs not giving me Leiſure to pro- 
ceed, ſaid to me with an irritated Look, 
You are an indiſcreet Wretch; you are a 
Madman, who knows not the Value of 
my Condeſcenſions; you refuſe the Con- 
ſolations I endeavour to give you, to mo- 
derate your Impatience, with the Hopes 
of keeping you with me as long as it is 
poſſible. I abandon my Virgins to you, 
to appeaſe the devouring Flame which 
conſumes your Heart, and torments your 
Mind; they have all a Complexion 
whiter than the Snow, their Mouth is 
Vermillion, their Lips reſemble the Co- 
ral, and the Brightneſs of their Teeth, 
like an even Row of Pearls, is ſtill heigh- 
tened by that of their Eyes, more ſhining 
than the Stars; yet you are inſenſible to 
their Beauty, and have no Regard to 
what I exact from you! Raviſhing Beau- 
ty, univerſal Miſtreſs of Hearts, reply*d 
| H 3 1 
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I to her tenderly, be perſwaded that I am 


more grateful than can be imagin'd, for 
the Benefits you have loaded me with, but 


I can never command myſelf from lov- 
ing and adoring you. You condeſcend 
to call to my Memory the Beauties of 
the Virgins that you have offer'd to me ; 
but can the Stars ever be compar'd to 
the Sun? Can the Saints ever enter into 
Compariſon with the Celeſtia} and Eter- 
nal Spirits? No, charming Enchantreſs 
of all Hearts; no, I confeſs to you, I ſet 
a greater Value upon one Glance of 
your's, than upon all thoſe Beauties toge- 
ther. He who has beheld the Garden of 
your Beauty, can never again wiſh to 
drink of the Water of the gentle“ Kea- 
ſer, Poor and dejected as J was, I fled 
for Refuge to my Princeſs and my Queen; 
unknown, and a Stranger as I am, I 


| have the Happineſs to enjoy the Heart 


of my charming Sovereign, Unparallel*d 
Beauty, generous Conquereſs, all that I 


— I hold from your Bounty; you 
are 


® Keufer, is one of the Rivers of Mahomer's 
Paradice, whoſe Waters are whiter and more ſweet 
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are the Miſtreſs of my Heart; I am an 
unhappy Stranger, command my Fate 
all that you determine 4 muſt ſubmit —— 
But, alas! is it then impoſſible to deſerve 
a higher Exceſs of Favour ? The Prin- 
ceſs then ſpoke, and ſaid to me ſighing, 
What fatal Deſires! you are the moſt 
unfortunate of Mankind! why is your 
Heart ſo led away by Deluſion ? You 
_— love me, why then do you op- 

my Deſires? All I have is at your 


Diſpoſit ; I relerve but one Thing, 


which you cannot with Reaſon demand, 


and I cannot grant without Infamy: Ra- 
ther fly me, avoid me, or you are the 


blindeſt of Mankind; ceaſe to demand 
what I muſt not grant; dread, leſt for 


the Pleaſure of a Moment, the Remain- 


der of your Life ſhould be a continued 
Series of Sorrow and Misfortune. As 
ſhe ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe threw her 
beauteous Arms tenderly about my Neck, 
conjuring me to forget what muſt render 
my Life unhappy. I would again have 
repreſented the Violence of my Deſires, 
and renew'd my Entreaties; but ſhe ſtill 
anfwer & me in ſo reſolv'd a manner, 

H 4 that 
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that I could form no Reply; ſhe gave 


me Hopes for Futurity, and ſoften'd them 


by the Idea of the Accompliſhment of 


all my Wiſhes. At length having ren- 
der'd me the moſt in Love of all Man- 
kind, ſhe took the Hand of one of her 
Virgins, whom ſhe call'd to her, put it 
into mine, and retir'd to taſte the Sweets 
of Repoſe, recommending to me to con- 
ſole myſelf with this charming Object. I 
paſs'd the reſt of the Night with that 
charming Slave, and out of mere Obedi- 
ence, taſted thoſe Pleaſures which muſt 
be inſipid to a Heart truly touch'd by 


another Object. 


At the Riſing of the Sun, this beau- 
teous Virgio, who deſerv'd a ſincere Love, 
took Leave of me, and diſappear'd as 
ſhe of the preceding Night, to rejoin her 
Companions, and flew with the Swift- 


neſs of an impetuous Wind that vaniſhes 


in a Moment, I found myſelf then alone 


in the Garden, whoſe Solitude became 


ſtill more inſupportable to me. A thou- 
ſand different Imaginations occupy*d my 
Thoughts ; but the Princeſs was the Sub- 
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ject of them all. I have tormented her 
too much by my Prayers and my Intrea- 
ties, ſaid I; that beauteous Cypreſs will 
never more return into this Garden, Im- 
mediately other Ideas ſucceeded thole, 
and I flatter'd myſelf that ſhe reduc'd me 
to ſo melancholy a Situation, only to 
try the Sincerity and Tenderneſs of my 
Love. Great Prophet! can ſhe doubt of 
it, cried 11 But what do I ſay? reſumed 
I ; the ſame Moment I form vain Illu- 
ſions to mylelf; ſhe has not found in me 
Tenderneſs enough ; I have perhaps ap- 
pear'd too ſenſible to the delicious Wines 
which were offer'd to me, and ought to 
have deſpiſed the Slaves that ſhe beſtow'd 
upon me, for ſhe looks upon me as a 
Man led away by the Pleaſures of Senſe. 
Doubtleſs ſhe will conſtantly oppoſe all 
that I demand; ſhe wi!l do more, ſhe 
will baniſh me from her Preſence, and I 
ſhall never ſce her more. I have abuſed 
myſelf; what was Gold, I have debas'd 
into Iron: 1 have ſuffer'd myſelf to be 
deceiv'd by the falſe Careſics of this cruel 
Charmer, and have imagin'd that I was 
pleaſing to her. What have I not fan- 

| H 3 cy'd 
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cy'd of her Conſtancy? But alas! the 
Poiſon of her Abſence. will deſtroy me. 
Then ſtriking my Breaſt, and curſing 
the Day on which I had abandon'd my- 
ſelf to fo fatal a Paſſion, I gave myſelf 
the molt bitter Reproaches. In this man- 
ner J paſs'd the ſecond Day; and when 
the Heavens were enlighten'd with the 
ſhining Stars, I perceiv'd the beauteous 
Attendants of the Princeſs, who ad- 
vanc'd according to their uſual Cuſtom 
into the Garden with their Flambeaux. 
The Queen of Beauty appear'd in the 
micdſt of them, as a ſtately Cypreſs, 
which raiſing its lofty Head up to the 
j Skies, preſides over all that ſurround it. 
l At that Sight the Flame of my Love 
{ becoming more violent than ever, I threw 
| | myſelf at her Feet, with a Precipitation 
| 
| 


equal to that with which a rapid Torrent 
throws itſelf from the Summit of a Rock. 
She appear'd touch'd with my Eagerneſs; 
| and raiſing me up with an Air of Com- 
lf placency and Friendfhip, ſhe gave me 
1 
| 


her Hand, and placing me once more 
by her upon the Throne, ſhe order'd the 
Banquet to be prepar'd as uſual. The 
2 Tables 
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Tables were immediately placed and co- 
ver'd; Songs, Dances, and a Concert of 
Inſtruments again were perform'd; the 
Wine began already to animate all the 
Virgins, and to brighten the Mirror of 
of theit Hearts, when the Queen of Beauty 
commanded them to go and repoſe them- 
ſelves. Finding mylelf thus left with 
ner alone, 1 was not long before I re- 
new'd my Careſſes and Entreaties, ſhed- 
ding thoſe Tears which Love alone is 
capable of producing, and ſaid to her 
with all the Tenderneſs and Submiſſion 
that was poſſible, Oh ſhining Sun! oh 
Ocean of Beauty! I had been dead but 
for your Goodneſs; you have reviv'd 
me with the Water of Life. Would 
you now plunge into my Boſom the Dag- 
ger of Deſpair! You have rais'd me to 
the Heavens, by the Condeſcenſion with 
which you receiv'd me, and now you 
oppoſe to the moſt exceſſive Eagerneſs, 
to the moſt lively Defires, a Refuſal 
which ſinks me to the Centre of the 
Earth. I conjure you, by the Hoſpita- 
lity you have ſo generouſly exercis'd to- 
wards me, to make me entirely happy. 

H 6 Why, 
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Why, reply'd ſhe, does your Impatience 
make you fly to your Ruin? A Perſon 
Who uſes you as I have done, and refuſes 
you nothing that is reaſonable, could they 
do you ſuch an Injuſtice, could they even 
give you the ſlighteſt Pain if they were not 
oblig'd to do it? You may one Day ob- 
tain what you are now unjuſt to demand, 
and give you my Promiſe of it, yet your 
Love cannot be fatisfy'd! Oh! unparal- 
lel'd Beauty, cried I with a Sigh, Time 
is inconſtant, the Days and the Nights 
are not always the ſame, and Fortune is 
variable: With ſo much Senſe as you 
poſſeſs, you ought to be conſcious that 
to let a favourable Opportunity eſcape is 
the higheſt Folly. Can you revoke the 
Promiſe you have given me? No, you 
are not capable of deceiving me: Why 
then would you delay it? Why, my 
charming Queen, may it not be fulfill'd 
this Night? Why would you excuſe 
yourſelf longer, and propoſe a Delay, 
the Motives of which are incomprehen- 
fible to me? Time is like an impetuous 
Wind, which in one Moment may de- 
ftroy the Haryeſt of my Love. What 
wauld 
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would become of me, if my Happineſs 
and all my Hopes ſhould vaniſh? I can- 
not bear the Sight of your Slaves; you 
alone have captivated me. Have Pity of 
the Condition to which you have reduc'd 
me: I can no longer reſtrain my Paſ- 
ſion, my Patience is exhauſted ; ] have 
too often neglected ſo glorious an Oppor- 
tunity z 1 ſhall not again be guilty of 
the ſame Fault, and whatever may hap- 
pen to me my Paſſion ſhall be ſatisfied, 
Her Prayers and her Reſiſtance were in 
vain; if Death was to be the Conſe- 
quence, I was reſolv'd to poſſeſs this 
charming Treaſure. 


That Beauty, who perceiv*d the Con- 
dition to which Love had reduc'd me, 
and who found it was not eaſy to eſcape 
me, conſented one Moment out of Fear, 
and refuſed me the next Inſtant through 
Shame. But nothing could diſſwade me 
from my Deſign. So great an Obſtinacy 
irritated the Princeſs; a Bluſh mingled 
with Anger and Shame roſe upon her 
Face, and ſhe ſaid to me, Well then, you 
ſhall be ſatisfied: Do me no a 
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I ſhall no longer oppoſe your Deſires. I 


only beg of you one Favour, cloſe your 


Eyes for a Moment : None but yourſelf 
ever was, or ever ſhall be, the Maſter of 


my Soul. Theſe gentle and flattering 


Words engag'd me to cover my, Head 
with the End of my Robe; I cloſed my 
Eyes as I had promis'd, and reflecting 
upon the Bleſſing I was going to enjoy, 


imagin'd myſelf the happieſt of Man- 


kind. The Princeſs ſaid to me with a 


melancholly Accent, which I hop'd ſoon 


to make her forget, Open your Eyes; I 


dobey'd her with Tranſport, and found 
myſelf in that fatal Baſket which had 


brought me there. Sorrow and Rage 
ſeiz d upon my Senſes ; I fainted away; 


I recover'd my Spirits again. In the 


mean time the Baſket roſe up again into 
the Air, and brought me back to thoſe 
Ruins where I had found it. I was going 
to quit theſe fatal Objects, making all the 
Imprecations imaginable againſt Heaven 


and Deſtiny, but was extremely ſurpriz'd_ 


to find the young Merchant there who 
had come every Day to wait for me, 
gueſſing rightly at my Misfortuns My 

Heart 
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Heart was moved within me at the Sight 
of him, and my Eyes became like a Sea 
agitated by the moſt impetuous Winds. 
This real Friend ſaid to me, ſtriking his 
Boſom, Oh! unfortunate Prince, now a 
Prey to the blackeſt Melancholly ! If I 
had convers'd with you a thouſand Years 
upon what you have now beheld, confeſs 
that I could not have made it conceivahl 
to you, and that I ſhould only have ex- 
cited your Curioſity ſtill farther? You 
had the fatal Raſhneſs to endeavour to 
judge of it by Experience; you have 
ſeen it, and your Heart is now pierced 
with the moſt lively Sorrow : But re- 
member that you would have it ſo, and 
that you yourſelf exacted this Secret from 

me. I made him no Anſwer, but by 
my Sighs and Tears; and not being able 
to ſupport his Preſence, I took the Road 
to the City; he would not abandon me. 
I immediately cloath*d myſelf in the moſt 
mournful Habit; I would have gone 
every Day, and preſented myſelf to the 
Basket; but this tender Friend aſſur'd 
me it would be always immoveable for 
me, and that it never receiv'd again thoſe 
Whom 
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whom it had once bore. Do not, conti- 
nu'd he, imitate the Folly of all thoſe 


whom you ſee in the City, who cannot 


bring themſelves to leave it; rather ſeek 
for Conſolation, or at leaſt endeavour to 


to remove yourſelf from hence, either by 


travelling, or by returning into the Boſom 


of your Family, and applying yourſelf 


to the Government of your Dominions. 


Struck with his Reaſons, and the Bas- 
ket ſtill refuſing me, as he had foretold, 
I quitted him, after having embrac'd him 
a thouſand Times, and return'd hither, 
where you have been a Witneſs of the Sor- 
row which I endure in my Heart, and 
which can never ceaſe, but with my 


Life. ; 
When King Kem/erai had finiſh'd his 


Hiſtory, the beauteous Zabide, who was 


infinitely touch'd with ir, ſaid to him, 
Comfort yourſelf, oh Prince! however 
ſingular your Misfortunes are, I do not 
believe them without a Remedy. Be- 
lieve me, be patient, follow the Exam- 


ple of the experienc'd Bird, who, when 
Once 


f 
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once the is taken, ſays, It is in vain to 
ſtruggle, but with Patience. I may per- 
haps be deliver'd, You endeavour to flat- 
ter me, reply*d the King ſighing ; but 
I ſhall never again behold that beautiful 
Moon of the World, Then a Torrent 
of Tears flow'd from his Eyes with more 
than uſual Abundance, When Zabide 
had let his Sorrow exhale itſelf for ſome 
Time, -Piomiſe me, at leaſt, purſu'd ſhe, 
not to attempt upon your Life during 
the Time of an Abſence, which is eſſen- 
tially neceſſary for me, to execute a Pro- 
ject which your Situation obliges me to; 


my Friendſhip for you makes every thing 


appear poſſible; all that you have related 
to me is not natural ; I ſhall find Means 
to uncloſe that Veil which conceals from 
us the Truth; at leaſt I will uſe my ut⸗ 
moſt Efforts to do it; and if I cannot 
ſucceed in finding it oat, and in diminiſh- 
ing your Grief, far from condemning your 
Deſpair, I ſwear to you by the holy Pro- 
pher, I ſhall be the firſt to approve it, 
and to give you the Means of finiſhing 


ſo melancholly a Life. Alas! reply'd 
the King, with a Voice interrupted by 


Sobs, 
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Sobs, TI ſhall loſe the Confolation of a 
beloved Siſter ; I ſhall not have the Sa- 
tisfaction of dying in her Arms: This 
will be all that thy Zeal and Friendſhip 
can produce. How do we know, reply'd 
ſhe, but your Eyes have been deceiv*d ? 
Whether ſome Genie, jealous of your 
Happineſs, has not abus'd you ? Who 
knows alſo but you have made an Im- 
preſſion upon the Heart of this beautiful 
Princeſs? Alas, ſaid the King, that Hap- 
pineſs cannot be reſerv'd for a Mortal ; I 
mult not pretend to it: Doubtleſs I have 
ſeen one of the Houri's of the Holy 
Prophet. The Fire of Deſpair, with 
which ſince my Separation I have been 
continually devour'd, is but too certain a 
Proof of it. The Bird of Hope could 
never thus intirely quit the Boſom of a 
Man in Love. Zahide ſpoke ſo perſwa- 
ſively to the King, that he promis'd her 
not to attempt upon his Life, and even 
to endeavour to preſerve it, that he 
might ſee her once more, before he ter- 
minated ſo melancholly and languiſhing 
a Life. She then prepar'd every thing 
: mer 
* Houri's are the Virgins of Mabomet's Paradice. 
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for her Departure. Kemferai embracing 
her, ſaid to her, May the Star of Happi- 
nels attend all thy Steps! But the Heart 
of the Princeſs was ſo plung'd in Sor- 
row, that ſhe had not Strength to ſpeak. 


She inform'd herſelf fo exactly of the 
Situation of the City of Medboucban, that 
the arrived there without any Obſtacle, 
and with the more Eaſe, as ſhe diſguiſed 
her Sex, diſcolour'd her Skin, conceal'd 
her beauteous Hair under a Turban, and, 
in a word, ſhew'd not the leaſt Appear- 
ance of that Beauty with which Heaven 
had adorn'd her. She found every thing 
conformable to the Relation of the King 
her Brother: She ask*d the firſt Man 
whom ſhe met, cloath'd in Mourning, 
the Way to the Basket; but he made her 
no Anſwer but by a Sigh : She perceiv'd 
that he went out of the City; ſhe follow'd 
him, and ſoon arriv'd at the Ruins, which 
the found filbd by about twenty Men 
cloath'd in black, who made vain Efforts 
to place themſelves in it. The Basket re- 
ceiv'd her the Moment ſhe preſented her- 
ſelf. She enter'd it with Vivacity, and 

8 was 
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was ſnatch'd up like Lightning, in the 
midſt of the Cries and Regrets of thoſe 
who had preſented themſelves in vain. 
She arrived in the Garden of the Princeſs, 
The Deſcription that had been given her 
of it, was fo exact, that ſhe eaſily knew 
it to be the ſame. When the Night was 
come, and the Virgins had taken their 
Places, they came in ſearch of her, to 
conduct her to the Princeſs. She was 
ſtruck with that Brauty which render*d 
the melancholly Situation of the King her 
Brather excuſable. Yet ſhe remark'd a 
Dejectedneſs upon her Face, a Languor 
in her Eyes, and a Melancholly over 
her whole Perſon, which ſhe ſtrove in 
vain to conceal. She gave her an affa- 
ble, but a cold and perplex'd Reception, 
Zahide, with a Deſign of ſatisfying her 
Curioſity, thought herſelf oblig*d to uſe 
the ſame Aſſiduities as if ſhe had really 
been what ſhe appear'd to be. The In- 
tereſt which ſhe began to take in the 
Princeſs, the Concern that her Brother's 
Situation gave her, and the Defire ſhe 
had to ſerve him; all theſe Sentiments, 
mix'd with Curioſity, gave her a Vivacity 
which 
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which eaſily deceiv'd a Perſon ſo indiffe- 
rent as the Princeſs appear'd to be. Za- 
Hide would, by degrees, have taken ſome 

Liberties, and offer'd ſome Careſſes, but 
they were refus'd with Severity, The 
Dances were perform'd as they had 
been before the King; they ſerv'd the 

Wine with Profuſion in Cups of Gold; 
and the Princeſs haſtening to finiſh the 
Supper, offer'd one of her Slaves to Za- 
hide: Permit me to refuſe her, ſaid this 
charming Maid; the Idea of your Beauty 
is too fix d in my Heart not to employ 
me wholly, till the Moment I may be- 
hold you again. Independently of the 

Paſſion this expreſs'd to the Princeſs, ſhe 
reſtify*d this Delicacy, to find out whe- 
ther her Brother ought not to reproach 
himſelf with having accepted the Slaves 
that had been offer'd to him. But the 
Princeſs anſwer*d her with an Inquietude 
and an Alarm that ſhe could not conceal : 
What! do you refuſe one of theſe beau- 
teous Virgins! *Tis the only thing, So- 
vereign of Beauty, return'd Zabide, that 
I can refuſe of all that you may conde- 
ſcend to offer to your Slave, This Re- 
fuſal 
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fuſal is not admitted here, interrupted the 
Princeſs; the Law which permits you to 
be brought hither, continu'd ſhe, obliges 
you to make Choice of a Slave, and to 
paſs the Night with her: If you do not, 


you mult prepare to leave us. Zabide 


yielded at this Menace. At leaſt conde- 
ſcend to make the Choice yourſelf, Soul 
of my Thoughts, ſaid ſhe. They are all 
equal to me, interrupted the Princeſs, 
with Diſdain; take her who appears the 
handſomeſt in your Eyes. I wiſh, pur- 
ſu'd Zabide, ſince I muſt abſolutely chuſe 
one, or ceaſe to fee you, I wiſh that I 
knew which of them appear' d the leaſt 
agreeable to you, I would give her the Pre- 
ference, to prove the Impreſſion you have 
made upon my Heart. The Princeſs 
then aſſuming an Air of Impatience,--Ne- 
ver Stranger, ſaid ſhe, ſhew'd ſo much 
Coolneſs of Temper and Indifferency as 
you have done: Take, I ſay, her whom 
you like beſt ; only take one. Zabide 
ſeeing that this Diſpute was in vain, 
gave the Preference to her whoſe Counte- 
nance appear'd the moſt lively, and 
ſhew'd the greateſt Senſe, Beautiful Mou- 
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na, remain with the Stranger, ſaid the 
Princeſs to her, and immediately retir'd. 
Mouna and Zabide placed themſelves up- 
an a Sopha, and for ſome Time kept a 
profound Silence, One waited with Im- 


patience for that Tribute to be paid her 


Charms which they deſerv'd, and yet 
burnt with Eagerneſs to make her Ad van- 
ces; and the other, conſidering how ſhe 
might beſt ſatisfy her Curioſity. 


At length Mauna approach'd her, and 
by her Careſſes and Embraces would have 
begun their Converſation and their Ac- 
quaintance; but Zabide return'd them 
with a Coolneſs that ſurpriz'd and afflic- 


ted the lively and impatient Mouna, - Sul- 


pend your Favours to me, reſum'd the 
amiable Zabide, allow me Time to de- 
ſer ve them; but condeſcend in the mean 


time to inform me what you know of the 
Princeſs, and the myſterious Basket. 
Deareſt Stranger, reply'd ſhe, may a 
Chain. of Proſperity link all the Days of 
thy Life! I wiſh I could ſatisfy thy Cu- 


rioſity. Truſt me, let us rather ſatisfy 


the Deſires of our Souls; conſtrain thine 
: | no 
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no longer; let mine beexhal'd, and let 
us make uſe of this happy Opportunity, 
Zabide reply'd, that ſhe muſt firſt anſwer 
to her Queſtions : And Mouna again 
ſpeaking, ſaid to her with Impatience, | 
My Companions and I are kept here with- 0 
out any Poſſibility of knowing what thun 
demandeſt of me. It is now fix Years 

ſince I was ſtolen away by ſome Mer- 
chants of Slaves, who ſold me into this 
Country, where I was plac'd with al! 
thoſe whom thou haſt ſeen : We lodge in bo 
a Seraglio, ſeparate from that of the Prin- 
ceſs; we have no Communication with 4; 
her, and we never ſee her but at the Hour f: 
of Supper, and in the Morning, when, + 

quitting the Stranger, we go to give an 

Account before her and the King, in Pre- 
ſence of his Council, of all that he has 
ſaid to us. Tis with extreme Precaution 
that the Eunuchs conduct us to the Pa- 
lace, and bring us back to our uſual Ha- 
bitation: It is forbid to all Perſons what= «. 
ſever, under Pain of Death, to ſpeak to 
us, or to anſwer us if we ſpeak to them. 
Thou ſeeſt plainly, therefore, continu'd 
ſhe, that this Relation is not worthy wo Þ 
interrupt 3 
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interrupt the Pleaſures that we have the 


Liberty to taſte: Come then, Sun of 


my Thoughts, ſaid ſhe, renewing her 
Careſſes, with Eyes inflam'd by Deſire; 


come, and tranſport my Soul. Zabide, 
who had never found herſelf in ſuch a 


Situation, ſaid to her, My dear Mouna, 


thy Beauty and thy Senſibility might ea- 
ſily ſeduce my Heart; I do Juſtice to 
them both; but Iam not in a Condition 
to profit by them. What prevents thee? 
return'd Mouna, with equal Vivacity and 


Dneaſineſs. The Beauty of the Prin- 


ceſs has ſo powerfully captivated my 
Soul, purſu'd the charming Zabide, ſne 
is ſo totally the Sovereign of my Heart, 
that I am incapable of abandoning myſelf 


to any other Idea, How unhappy am I! 


cry'd the tender Mouna, melting into 


Tears! What can I do to pleaſe thee, oh 


thou moſt cruel of Men! Deſpair of no- 
thing, beauteous Mauna, ſaid ſhe, I may 


perhaps do Juſtice to thy Charms, let 
| thoſe of thy Mind appear; they are as 
capable of making an Impreſſion on the 


Heart, as thoſe of the Perſon, The 


Princeſs, beautiful as ſhe is, has hot, per- 
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haps, ſo much Vivacity and Agreeable- 
neſs of Temper. She 1s incomparable, 


reply'd Mouna, redoubling her Tears 
ſhe is a Sun of Perfection: Tis true, in- 


deed, but for ſome Time her Gaiety has 


not appear'd the ſame as uſual to us, and 
that. ſhe diſcovers great Inequality of 
Humour, -Sighs eſcape her, which ſhe 
ſtrives in vain to reſtrain 3 her Repaſts 
are much ſhorter ; ſhe comes later to the 
Garden, and ſeems to be employ'd with 
the Means of leaving it all the while ſhe 
is there: In a word, that Softneſs and 
Gaiety, which were natural to her, no 
longer animate us in our Pleaſures, But 
ſince what Time, demanded Zahide, haſt 
thou remark*d ſo great a Change? Since 
ſix Months, or thereabouts, reply'd ſhe, 


that a Stranger paſs'd three Days with us, 
which is not uſual; for generally after the 


firſt Night, they are conveyed away from 
us. Zabide having delir'd her to de- 
ſcribe that Stranger, and Mouna making 


the Portrait of the King her Brother, ſhe 
redoubled her Queſtions, and the Slave, 
tho? with great Uneaſineſs, went on thus: 
1 ſuppoſe his Converſation was more 


| agree- 
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agreeable to the Princeſs, than any of the 
others; for the Favours ſhe ſhewed him 
were of far greater Extent: He even 
2 was ſeduc'd by my Companions, and by 
* Conſequence ought to have departed the 
ſame Day : But the Princeſs, who doubt- 
* leſs took a Pleaſure in ſeeing him, forbid 
| the Slaves, who paſſed the two Nights 
* with him, to own they did before the 
0 King her Brother, and the Council: He 
by would have been happy, if the third Day 
he could have overcome the Flames with 
which he burnt for the Princeſs 3; but he 
forgot himſelf, and his Preſumption was 
puniſh'd, From that Time our Hearts 
were cover'd with Sarmaò, and all our 
Pleaſures are vaniſh*d with him; we can- 
not hope to ſee him again, and all that 
we have to deſire, is, that his Memory 
may be effaced for ever. How can I be- 
lieve, return'd Zahide, that the Princeſs 
has preſerv'd ſo lively a Remembrance of 
this happy Stranger! The Pleaſures of 
this Garden of Delights, and the Favours 
174 ſne 


2 * Sarma, is a black Colour, with which the 
; Turkiſþb Women uſually paint their Eye-brows, and 
which they alſo uſe as an Al egory for TT 
cholly and Chagrin. 
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ſhe ſhowers upon all thoſe whom the Baſ- 
ket inceſſantly conducts to her Preſence, 
| ſeem to diſcredit the Recital thou haſt 
made me. It is eaſy to anſwer thee, re- 
ſam'd Mouna, Strangers come not hither 
continually ; they hive even lately been 
much ſeldomer brought: than ever; and 
the Princels had never open'd the Trea- 
ſury of her Favour ſo much as to the 
Stranger whom thou appeareſt to intereft 
thyſclf ſo much about. *Tis true, he 
deſerved all that ſhe cou'd grant to him; 
my Companions, who paſs'd the two 
Nights wich him, have him ſtill preſent 
in their Minds; they ſpeak of him inceſ- 
i ſantly, and thou alone art capable of fil- 


| ling my Soul with an equal Paſſion, if 

. thou wouldſt anſwer to my Love. Con- 

| tinue thy Relation, interrupted Zabide; 

the Princels then never teſtify'd ſo much 

{ Goodnels to any other Stranger? No, 10 

| doubtleſs, reſum'd Mouna ; ſhe content- * 

if ed herſelf before to let her Charms ap- 

i pear, to have the Effects of them ad- 
38 mir'd as a beneficent Star, to caſt ſome | 
Li Glances from her beauteous languiſhing | 

[ Eyes, ſometimes to permit them to drink 4 
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her Health, but that was a Favour ſhe 


ſeldom granted; and in fine, ſometimes 


to ſay a flattering or an obliging Word. 
Since that Time ſhe has retrench'd many 
of theſe Favours, as thou may'ſt judge 
by thyſelf: As to the reſt, her Beauty 
alone, her Gracefulneſs, her Luſtre, the 


exquiſite Wines, the Perfumes, the Dan- 


ces, the Muſick, and the Sight of the 
Virgins who were at the Diſpoſal of all 
Strangers, generally fill'd all thoſe who 
preſented themſelves with Voluptuouſ- 
neſs and Delight. Reſpect always con- 
ſtrain'd them before the Princeſs; but 
they have all either yielded to the Slaves 
whom ſhe commanded them to chuſe, or 
elſe given themſelves up, with too much 
Exceſs, to the delicious Wines that were 
preſented to them with Profuſion: From 


that Moment we ſaw them no more; we 


are even aſſur'd that they become incon- 
ſolable, and that the Remembrance of 
this Garden renders all the Pleaſures of 
the World inſipid to them. Till now I 


cou'd fearce conceive ſuch a Diſguſt to be 


poſſible; but I feel that thy Abſence will 
ſoon render even this Place inſupportable 
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to me. This is all that I know, conti- 


nu'd ſhe, I ſwear to thee by the King of 


the Genies. Thou art willing then to 
part from me, and to loſe me for ever, 
return'd Zahide, and thou conſenteſt ne- 
ver to ſee me more, ſince thou wouldſt 
have me yield to thy Deſires. Tis thy 
Coldneſs that diſtracts me, reply*d the 
beauteous Mouna; I feel the Reaſon of 
what thou ſayeſt to me; but how is it 
poſſible to be reaſonable when we are with 
an Object that we love! I have but one 
Queſtion more to make thee, interrupted 
Zabide. — What ! ſtill more Queſtions, 
cry'd Mouna dejectedly, and never any 
Mark of Tenderneſs? Thou ſhalt be 
one Day ſatisfied with my Sentiments, re- 
ply'd Zabide; I fwear to thee, I will 
give thee every Proof of them that is in 
my Power; and perceiving that this Aſ- 
furance had a little calm'd the Spirits of 
the tender Mouna, ſhe proceeded thus : 
--- Thou appeareſt to me extremely young 


to have been here ſix Years? I was fif- 


teen, my Lord, when I arrived here. But 
what aſtoniſnes even myſelf, added ſhe, 
is, that there has been no Appearance of 

Change 
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Change in my Perſon, That is not in 


the Order of Nature, interrupted Zahide, 


thou doſt not appear in effect to be above 
fifteen : Yet the prodigious Number of 
Strangers who have come hither, and to 
whom thou haſt been deliver'd, ſhould--- 


Alas! if it was an Honour, and deſira- 


ble to my Companions to be choſe, it 
would have been the laſt of Misfortunes 
to me; ſaid ſhe ; thou art the firſt who 
has granted me a Preference, which I did 
not expect to have found ſo cruel a one: 
Yes, dear Sultan oi my Heart, it will 
make my Life unhappy ; a ſecret Fore- 
boding, doubtleſs, prevented me from 
deſiring it till now; yet as ſoon as I ſaw 
thee, thou madeſt me wiſh to be preferr'd. 
J long'd to kiſs thy beauteous Eyes, to 
embrace thee, and to live with thee for 
ever. The Roſes of the Parterre of my 


Lite are not yet wither'd; thou allow- 
eſt that thyſelf ; why, theo, Inhuman, 


doſt thou load me with Rigour? What 
will my Companions ſay? How ſhall I 
appear before them, added ſhe, melting 
into Tears, when they know the Con- 
tempt with which thou haſt treated me? 

"0 __- _. Combs 
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Comfort thyſelf, my deareſt Mouna, re- 


ſum'd Zabide, with infinite Softneſs, I 


cannot yet reſolve to loſe thee ;. confeſs 


frankly to thy Companions, that I am a 


Man diſtracted with my Paſſion for the 


Princeſs; thy Vanity will thus have leſs 
to ſuffer ; and, in the mean time, I pro- 
miſe thee to return thy Tenderneſs re- 
ciprocally, if thou wilt do me a Service 
which is eſſential to me. What would 
I not do to deſerve thy Favour, reply*d 
Mouna, with a Tenderneſs mingled with 
Tears! Thou muſt, purfu'd Zabide, en- 


deavour to penetrate into the Reaſons of 


the myſterious Basket, and thoſe of the 
Reception which the Princeſs appears 
oblig*d to give to all thoſe whom it con- 
veys hither. What J have ſeen, the lit- 
tle that thou haſt now acquainted me with, 
the Myſtery that is obſerv'd in the Ac- 
count which is given to the King in Pre- 
ſence of his Council; all ſeems to me to 
conceal ſome uncommon Truth; thou 
ſhalt give me an Account To-morrow of 
what thou haſt diſcover'd ; I promiſe thee 


not to chuſe another Slave, ſo we ſhall 
have an „ of ſeeing each other 
2. 


* 


. 
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again. Then Zabide retir'd, to reſt upon 
a Corner of the Sopha, and told Mouna 
to place herſelf at the other End. What! 
ſhall I not ſo much-as ſleep near thee, 
cry'd Mouna, with a Heart penetrated 
with Sorrow? No, reply'd Zabide, 
cannot now be otherwiſe: Thou muſt do 
what I require. Mouna was then oblig'd 
to obey ; but ſhe paſſed the whole Night 
in Tears and Sighs. When the Bird 
with Wings of Gold was ready to leave 
his bleſſed Neſt, with all the Charms of 
its Beauty, ſhe tore herſelf from the Place, 
not without having reliey*d her Heart by 
a Kiſs, which ſhe gave to the beauteous 
Zahide, who could ſcarce diſengage her- 
ſelf from her Embraces. However, ſhe 
conjur'd her, at her Departure, to inform 
herſelf carefully of every thing ſhe had 


deſir'd to know, and made an | Appoint- 


ment for the Night, 


Mouna went with Pain from the Ob- 
Jet of her Love; and Zabide finding 
herſelf alone, abandon'd herſelf to the Re- 
flections which all ſhe ſaw here, and the 
Intereſt ſhe took in her Brother, cou'd 

15 give 
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give her. She wander'd over both the 


Gardens ; ſhe examin'd the Pavilion of 
the Throne, in hopes. of making ſome 
Remark that might be of Uſe ; but all 
her Searches were in vain : The Gate 
which ſerv'd as an Entrance into the Gar- 
den for the Princeſs and her Court, was 
large, and encruſted with white Marble, 
adorn'd with Braſs gilt; it was cloſe ſhut, 
and permitted not the Sight to paſs thro? 
it: It was in conſidering all theſe Ob- 
jets, and making all theſe Reflections, 


that Zahide paſs'd | the ſccond Day. 


When the Night was come, the Prin- 
ceſs appear'd as uſual, but with till leſs 
Gaiety than the Evening before. Zabide 
flew to her, and teſtifty*d the more Viva- 
city and Emotion, as ſhe was ſenſible 
of the Cauſe of her Chagrin. The Prin- 
ceſs ſaid to her, in anſwer to the flattering 
Diſcourſes ſhe made to her, How! 
Stranger, is it thus that you acknowledge 
my Bounty? You appear full of Softneſs 


and Politenefs; you endeavour to perſwade 


me; yet your Actions are far from an- 
ſwering your Words. What can the 
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Sultana of Greatneſs reproach me with ? 
In what can her Slave have diſpleaſed 
her? cry'd the beauteous Zabide falling 
on her Knees. You have loaded my 
Slave with Contempt, reſum'd the Prin- 
ceſs, with Chagrin z what can be the Mo- 
tive of ſuch a Coldneſs? The Paſſion that 
you have inſpir'd me with, reply*d Za- 
hide tenderly : Yes, beauteous Moon of 
theWorld, that Paſſion renders my Heart 
incapable of every thing; the moſt beau- 
tiful of the Houri's would be now indif- 
ferent to me, Give me your charming 
Hands, permit me to eaſe the Flame that 
conſumes me, by careſſing them; vouch- 
ſafe to have Pity on a Wretch, whom 
your Rigour will fink to the Grave. The 
more the Princeſs was embarraſs'd, the 
more ſhe affected to appear pleas'd ; the 
more Coquetry ſhe endeavour'd to teſti- 
fy, the more Zabide redoubled her Heat 
of Expreſſion, her tender Proteſtations 
and Aſſiduities. When Love is once Ma- 
ſter of the Heart, is it poſſible to be a 
Coquet ? The Princeſs would have giv- 
en her Hand to Zabide, ſpoke one ten- 
der Word, and look'd upon her with 

16 Soft- 
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Softneſs; but her Heart immediately 
reproach'd her for it, even before the had 


done it. She endeavour'd to elude the 
Love of Lahide, and to amuſe her from 
it, by making her remark the Slaves, 
either to applaud them, or to criticize 
on their Dances, their Figure, or their 
Qualifications, The next Moment fhe 


would extol ſome Pieces of the Muſick, 


or fome Verſes of the Songs. Sometimes 


Zabide, out of Compaſſion, ſeem'd to liſ- 
ten to theſe Stratagems and Excuſes in- 


ſpir'd by Love. She was too much plea- 
fed with the Motive of them, not to have 
that Complaifance. Yet to convince her- 
ſelf of the Happineſs of herBrother, ſome- 
times ſhe thank'd her for her Goodneſs, 


ſometimes cxplain'd in her own Favour, 
the moſt indifferent Geſture or Diſcourſe 


and this Behaviour drove the Princefs to 
Deſpair the more, as Zahide had equally 
refus'd yielding to the Seducements of 
thoſe exquiſite Wines that were inceſſant- 
ly preſented to her ; that was a Refource 


which the Princeſs had commanded her 


Slaves not to neglect. The Hour of 


| withdrawing being come, the Princeſs 


pro- 
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propos'd, according to the uſua] Cuſtom, 


a new Slave to the Stranger, but he re- 
fus'd it as an Inſult, The Princeſs was 
alarm'd at this; ſhe infiſted upon the La 
with much Sharpneſs, and Zabide ſaid to 
her, Sultana of my Heart, ſince you force 
me again to chuſe one of your Slaves, I 


will obey you, though ſhe is of no Con- 


ſequence to me; I ſhall take no other 
than the beautiful Mouna. The Prin- 
ceſs then retir'd, but ſhe calPd Mouna, 
and ſaid to her without being heard, If 
thou loveſt me, my dear Mouna, em- 
ploy all thy Care to pleaſe this S ranger; 
we have never yet beheld one ſo uncon- 
querable and ſo importunate : Thou 
alone canſt ſave my miſerable Life; ' tis 
in thy Hands. Mauna had no need of 
the Deſire of obliging her Sovereign, to 
make her wiſh to pleaſe the young 
Stranger. She promiſed the Princeſs, 
with Sincerity, to neglect nothing in the 


n of her Commands. 


When Zabide found herſelf alone with 
Mouna, Art thou better inform'd than 


thou waſt Yeſterday, ſaid ſhe? Alas! no, 
reply'd 
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replied the tender Slave, but I ſtill love 


thee, and have forgot nothing in order 


to ſatisfy thee: In the Number of thoſe 
who attended upon us, we have a Slave 


whoſe Age is ſo conſiderable, and her Fi- 
delicy ſo well known, that ſhe is permit- 


ted to go out, and repair ſometimes to 


the City ; it was to her that I addreſs'd 


mylelf for thy Satisfaction, and defir'd 
her to inform herſelf of what thou wiſheſt 
to know: Perceiving ſhe was but very 
imperfectly inſtructed in it, notwithſtand- 
ing the Riſque which we both run in 
making ſuch Enquiries, the Love J have 


for thee render d me ſo eloquent, and I 
engaged her allo ſo thoroughly by tri- 


fling Preſents, that ſhe is to be this Af- 
ternoon with a Female Friend of her's, 
who liv'd in a kind of Confidence with 
the late Queen; ſhe has promis'd me to 
engage her to tel] her all chat ſhe could 


diſcover of what paſſes here: This, dear 
Stranger, 1s all that I could do to ſatisfy 


thee. Zabide teſtified her Gratitude to 


her, and forc'd her to accept a ſmall 
Caiket of Diamonds to recompence, ſhe 


laid, the old Slave, thy Friend, Keep 
| thy 
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thy Diamonds, ſaid the tender Mouna a 
thouſand times; if they could be of Uſe 
to me, are they worth one of thy Ca- 
reſſes? one tender Word which thou 
may'it give me? Why wouldſt thou di- 
miniſh the Obligations thou haſt to me ? 
But thou art ungrateful, Speak, can I 
have it in my Power to prove a higker 
Love to thee? Can I expoſe myſelf to 
greater Dangers, to ſoften the Coldnefs 
and Ingratitude of thy Heart? Nothing 
can equal my Gratitude, replied Zabide; 
but I cannot return thy Love without be- 
ing let into the Myſteries of the Baſket, 
the Princeſs and the Garden: It is a ſet- 
tled Reſolution, believe me therefore, 
continu'd ſhe, and let us paſs this Night 
as we did the laſt. However afflicting 
this Propoſal was to the fair Slave, the 
reſolute Tone of Zabide convinc'd her 
that ſne muſt conſent to it; and this 
Time deſtin'd to Pleaſure, and conſe- 
crated to the moſt entire Liberty, was 
again employ'd by her in Tears, Sighs 
and Sorrow. But when the Night ceaſed 
to cover the Univerſe, Zahide, to engage 
her not to neglect the Eclairciſſement ſhe 
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had promis'd to procure, call'd her to 


her, and gave her a Kiſs of Friendſhip, 
which ſhe did not in the leaſt expect, and 
which rais'd her to the Height of Joy. 


Zakide paſs'd the Day with more In- 


quietude than ſhe had done the preceding : 


one, and found that, notwithſtanding all 
her Care, ſhe could not avoid the Baſket's 
carrying her the next Day back to Med- 
houchan, or her Diſguiſe being diſco- 
ver'd. Both of theſe Events equally af- 


flicted her, ſince they laid her under a Ne- 


ceſſity of leaving the Place, without hav- 
ing diſcover'd any thing for the Conſola- 
tion of her Brother, All that ſhe could 

do was to abandon herſelf to a Hope of 
Succeſs, and a Reſolution to make Uſe 
(as Opportunity would give her Leave) 
of what ſhe might be inform'd the fol- 
lowing Night, 


At length the Sun permitted the Stars 
to appear, and the Pinceſs arriv'd more 
confus'd and uneaty in her Mind than 
ſhe had ever yet bcen. Zahide, on her 


Side, * her Mind more taken up 
with 
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with Thoughts, their Supper was till 
more ſerious than before. The beauriful 
Virgins look*d upon each other continu- 
ally with Aſtoniſnment; the Pauſes of 
Silence which frequently happen*d were 
abſolutely contrary to the uſual Cuſtoms 


of the Garden. But as ſoon as the Prin- 


ceſs perceived them, ſhe broke the Silence 
by the firſt Diſcourſe that preſented itſelf, 


and which was not always worthy of the 


Juſtneſs of her Senſe. Zabide, in the 
mean time, who was willing to ſupport 
the Part ſhe had begun, ſaid to her, 
What! fair Queen of my Wiſhes, you 
ſeem to be more conſtrain'd with this 


Night than you were the two preceding 


ones. Why do you diſturb, by theſe In- 
quietudes, the Happineſs I enjoy in ſee- 
ing the Sovereign of my Thoughts? 
What can I ſay, return'd the Princeſs, to 
a Man who calls himſelf my Lover and 
my Slave, and yet who ſtrives to diſplea ſe 
me? I ſtrive to diſpleaſe you! reſum?d 
Zabide with Vivacity: I, who would ſa- 
crifice my Life to give you but one Mo- 
ment's Pleaſure! This Diſcourſe is uſual, 


Interrupted e. Princeſs; you muſt be 


ſenſible 
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ſenſible it can never repair the Injury that 
your Behaviour to my Slave has given in 
my Mind. In one Word, continu'd ſhe, 
if my Lover is no more ſubmiſſive to me, 
what can I expect from him it I ſhould 
have the Misfortune to ſee him my Huſ- 
band? Believe me, I will rather loſe the 
Light of the Sun than ſubmit to give my- 


ſelf to a Man over whom I have ſo little 
Power, and who diſdains my Preſents. 


How unjuſt this is, cried Zabide —— 


Believe me, your Complaints are in vain: 


They will not perſwade me, purſued the 
Princeſs with Anger; chufe one of the 


Slaves, and let us part; it is the beſt 


thing we can do. Zabide once more de- 
ſir'd ſhe would leave her the faithful 
Mouna, and it was granted her, notwith- 
ſtanding the Surprize that this Conſtancy 
gave to the whole Troop of ſhining Vir- 


gins, and the little Hopes the Princels 


conceiv'd from it. 


When the Gates of the Garden were 


clos'd, an equal Eagerneſs engag' d one of 


them in asking Queſtions, and the other 


in anſwering them. Beautiful ** 
ſaid 
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2} faid Mouna, with the Vivacity of a Paſ- 
ſion which depends upon its Succeſs, 
Cove has enabled me to diſcover all. Ah! 
my dear Mouna, how much I am oblig'd 
to thee, interrupted Zabide. Theſe ten- 

der Words repaid the Slave for all her 
7 Pains. This, faid ſhe, is what the old 
Slave related to me, and is, I believe, all 
that can be known of this Myſtery, 
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or 
GULSOTU M, 
And of the 


KING of the GENIES. 


NR EE ES 


'S HE. King of Medboucban, Father 
to the Princeſs Zoulouch, and the 
Prince Badanazer, who now reigns, died 
about ten Years ago, and the beautiful 
Gulſcum, his Widow, govern'd his Do- 
minions along with a Counſel of Viſiers, 
whom the King had eſtabl.ſh*d before his 
Deceaſe, his Children being yet too young 


Precautions, 


Gulſoum was ſtill beautiful and young. 
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The Report of her Beauty was ſoon aug- 


mented by the Prudence of her Govern- 
ment, and the Attention with which ſhe 
applied herſelf entirely to the Education 
of the Princes her Children; for the 
Virtues of the Heart are always an Aug- 
mentation to the Chirms of the Perſon, 


The King of the Genies was inform'd of 


the Perfections of this Queen, who 
doubted for ſome time that ber Reputa- 
tion was exaggerated. To judge of it by 
himſelf, he repair'd to her Court, and 
the Admiration of her Virtue ſoon roſe 
into an unlimited Paſſion 3 but the more 
Strength that acquir'd, the more it made 
him unhappy. The Queen had conſe- 
crated an eternal Fidelity to the King her 
Huſband ; and the King ot the Genies 
could never obtain any thing from her. 
but Teſtimonies of Gratitude for the Ser- 
vices he continually offer'd her, and the 
Reſpe&t which he every Moment paid 
her. Gratitude alone to a Lover 1s Con- 
tempt. Thus the Love of this formidable 
Monarch was ſoon converted into Fury. 


He long conſider'd what he could do to 


revenge himſelf for the Indifference of , 
the 
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the Queen, and reſolv'd at laſt to pu- 
niſh her in a manner that ſhould be ſen- 
ſible to her, without appearing perſonal. 
This prudent Queen, filled with every 
laudable Sentiment, had uſed her utmoft 


Care to form the Princeſs Zoulouch to all 
the Virtues that ſhe herſelf had practiced ; 


and the Genie not being able to deprive 
her of theſe Principles, and theſe firſt 
Impreſſions of Education, reſolved at 


leaſt to deprive her of the Appearance of 
them, and by that Means to afflict a ten- 
der and a virtuous Mother. 


To execute his Deſign, he perſwaded 


thoſe who compos'd the Counſel, that 


they ought never to conſent to the K ing- 
dom of Medbouchan's being divided, 


which the Queen Gulſoum muſt neceſſarily 
do, by the Marriage of the Princeſs 
Zoulouch. But as it is not good Policy, 


added he, to alter on a ſudden the Privi- 
leges and Cuſtoms of a Country, there 
muſt be ſo great a Difficulty attach'd to 


this, and ſo many Appearances oppoſite 
to the Idea of the Behaviour of a Prin- 
| Cels, that Zoulouch may never find any 


Prince 
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Prince who will conſent to marry her; and 
if ſhe ſhould happen to make an unequal 
Match, then the Counſel will have a Right 
to oppoſe giving her the Half of the 
Kingdom. Yet reflecting that it would 
not be juſt that a young Princeſs, Who 
was not guilty of any Crime, ſhould live 
in Sorrow and Melancholly, he added, 
that he believ'd he had thought of a Me- 
thod which would remedy all Incon- 
veniencies. The Counſel return'd him 
Thanks for the good Intentions that he 
teſtified for the Grandeur and Service 
of the State, and deſir'd him to make 
known his Project to them fully, reſolv- 
ing to have it executed. Then he pro- 
poſed to them to reaſſemble the Pleaſures 
of Balls, Feaſts, and the moſt beautiful 
Female Slaves in a Place of Delight, 
which he took upon himſelf to provide; 
and for the Conſolation of the Princeſs 
and her Court, he promis'd that as long 
as they inhabited the Garden, they ſhould 
never feel the Impreſſion of Years, and 
that they ſnould preſerve the Bloom, the 
Youth, and the Beauty which they poſ- 
ſeſs'd when the Garden was firſt made. 
This 
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This is not all, continu'd he, no Strangers 
ſhall be tranſported thither but by a Baſ- 
ker, which ſhall be their Carriage both {| 
thicher and back again: It ſhall never 
take any but thoſe who are determin'd 
to go by their own Inclinations, and ne- 
ver but one at a time, and when the pre- 
cediug one is return'd; any other way _ 
but the Baſket ſhall be ſeverely prohi- 
1 bited to the Curious, added he; yet to 
ll reaſſure ſtill farther the Virtue of thoſe 

| 
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who compos'd this Counſel, he promis'd 
to all thoſe who yielded to the Charms of 
| the Slaves, or gave themſelves up too 
— far to the Pleaſures of thoſe Wines which 
| were to be ſcrved up, ſhould be imme- 
diately brought back in the Baſket ; but 
that they ſhould not be treated with the 
ſame Severity as thoſe who fail'd in their 
Reſpect towards the Princeſs. (Mouna, 
for her private Iutereſt, took care not to 
inform Zahide, that he who was reſerved 
enough to reſiſt during three Days the 
Trials of the Garden, would have a 
Right to eſpouſe the Princeſs Zoulouch.) 
Theſe Conditions, purſued ſhe, were ac- 
cepted ; the King of the Genies had 
we ſoon 
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ſoon put all Things into the Condition 


they now appear to thee; and to draw 
the Strangers here, he caus'd it to be re- 
ported in the City of Medbouchan, that 
any Perſon might preſent himſelf to the 
Baſket to ſee moſt uncommon Things, 


and taſte moſt ſingular Pleaſures. Such a 


Hope ſoon reaſſembled all who had Cu- 


rioſity, and their Numbers would be dif- 


flicult to be told. The Genie, ſupported 
by the Counſel, then put his Project in 
Execution; Zoulouch was torn from the 


Arms of her tender Mother, to be con- 
ducted to the Pleaſures of this Garden; 
and Gulſoum was penetrated with Sorrow, 
when ſhe learnt the Detail of what the 


Princeſs was to ſuffer. The King of the 


Genies abſented himſelf to avoid the Re- 
proaches with which ſhe would have 
loaded him; ſhe teſtified her Reſentment 
to thoſe who compos'd the Counſel, but 


they acquitted themſelves by alledging the 


Intereſt of the State: And this virtuous 
Queen perceiving that her Misfortune 
was without a Remedy, could not ſur- 
vive it, and died, after having languiſh'd 
for ſome time. King Badanazer, when 
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he aſcended the Throne, approv'd, and 
exactly follows a Law ſo conformable to 

his Intereſts: This is what obliges the 

Slaves to go every Morning and give 
him an Account of the Behaviour of the 
Stranger who has choſe them. This, my 
Lord, added the tender Meuna, is all that 

I could diſcover. How eaſily may*'ſt _ 
thou make me forget the Dangers to 
which my Indifcretion has expos'd me; 
keep the Promiſe thou haſt given me, 
and render me happy. 'I wiſh it was in 

ik my Power, return'd Zabide with Soft- 

neſs, Who can hinder thee, Cruel, pur- 

S ſued the Slave? Speak no more of the 

. Paſſion thou feeleſt for the Princeſs ; 

(1 conſider that thou can'ſt never ſee her 

ll more. The Chagrin that thou wilt feel 

li at her Abſence promiſes me a Vengeance, 

i which alas! will not ſatisfy me: I ſee 

thou runneſt to thy undoing; I am pe- 
netrated with it, and would give my Life 
to make thee happy. But, replied Zahide | 
to her, what Certainty can'ſt thou give 
me of the Truth of thy Hiſtory? Thou 
haſt Wit, who will anſwer to me that thou {| 
haſt not invented it to engage me to a 

Return 
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Return of Gratitude? Finiſh, cruel Man, 
| finiſh my Ruin, interrupted the tender 
Slave, ſhedding a Torrent of Tears; 
3 ſuppoſe me to have Talents, that thou 
3 may'ſt blacken me with Vices. Real 
3 Love is incapable of Deceit; thou doſt 
not know it; thou loveſt to ſee me in 
Pain, but I have it in my Power to re- 
venge myſelf. How unhappy am I, 
cried ſhe; it is in vain then, Perfidious, 
that to ſatisfy thee I have diſcover'd a 
Secret, which I ought not to have endea- 
vour'd to penetrate into; it is in vain 
that I have betray'd it to inſtruct thee: I 
ſee thou wile carry thy Treaſon ſo far, 
as to diſcover to the Princeſs what I have 
inform'd thee of, and thou wilt behold a 
Woman, who adores thee, periſh with- 
out Regret ; but I ſhall prevent thee from 
ever ſeeing her again. I hop'd that thou 
would'ſt at leaſt give me the laſt Mo- 
ments of thy Reſidence in this Garden, 
which will be to me now only a Place of 
Horror; in a Word, if thou loveſt the 
Princeſs, prepare to be as miſerable as I 
am; Love had engag'd me to make a 
Myſtery of it to thee: Know then that 
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the Princeſs is thine To-morrow if thou 
wiſheſt to marry her, and if I will do 


thee Juſtice. But rather than conſent to 
the Happineſs of my Rival, I am re- 


ſolv'd to perjure myſelf. (What will not 


an Exceſs of Love make us capable of!) 
1 will declare before the whole Court, 
that thou haſt fallen this Night ; thou 


ſhalt loſe the Fortune to which thou ſacri- 
ficeſt me, and I ſhall ſerve the Princeſs, 
who dreads marrying thee more than 
Death. In fine, whatever it may coſt me, 
thou ſhalt not triumph over my Misfor- 


tunes; in ſpite of thy Coldneſs, I will 


aſſert with Joy, that thou haſt done Ju- 
ſtice to my Charms, and thou ſhalt re- 
turn in the. Baſket, to give thyſelf up for 


ever to Sorrow and Regret. Zahide was 
much embarraſs'd at theſe Menaces; the 
Reſolution ſhe muſt take was not eaſy to 
fix upon. What would become of her if 
ſhe ſhould be oblig'd to eſpouſe the Prin- 
ceſs? Therefore the little Hope ſhe ſaw 
of being uſeful to her Brother, and the 
Fear of periſhing without having done 


him any Service, made her look upon 


the Revenge that Mouna had meditated, 
as 
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the only Means that could relieve her 
from this Embarraſs, by ſending her back 
into the Baſket, Are thy Reflections fa- 
vourable to me, reſumed Mouna, who 
had perceiv'd the Agitations of her 
Mind? No, replied Zahide, none of thy 
Menaces have alarm'd me; let us take 
our Repoſe: Do whatever thou thinkeſt 
proper, ſaid ſhe haughtily, I fear thee 
not. Mouna penetrated with ſo great an 
Obſtinacy of Contempt, and ſtil] more 
afflicted at this laſt Diſcourſe, which irri- 
tated her Pride and Self-love, reſolv'd to 
obey, notwithſtanding the Rage ſhe had 
in her Heart, and retir'd to the Extremity 
of the Sopha, agitated with a thouſand 
different Imaginations. Zabide did not 
leſs feel a Torrent of various Thoughts. 
Let Fatigue and Want of Repoſe, which 
caſily extend their Power over a Heart 
exempt from Paſſion, ſoon gave her up 
to the Pleaſures of Sleep. Mouna, who 
could not reſt, and who examin'd her 
continually, look'd upon this profound 
Sleep as the laſt of Inſults, and was very 
near ſacrificing this unhappy Princeſs to 

her Revenge, with a Deſign of not ſur- 
K 3 | viving 
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viving her; twenty times ſhe form'd the 
Project, and as many times look'd upon 
her Poniard ; at length perceiving the 
Day appear, ſhe reſolv'd once more to 
feaſt her Eyes with the Object from which 
they were now for ever to be parted. 
She roſe up to approach her, examin'd 
her Beauty with Tranſport, and would at 
leaſt embrace her once again; ſhe look*d 
carefully if ſhe could find ſome Trifle 
that had belong'd to her, to make it her 
greateſt Treaſure, and Conſolation in her 
Abſence, At length, in the Diſorder that 
Sleep had occaſion'd, her Eyes were 
open'd; Zabide appear'd to be a Woman; 
the more ſhe examin'd her, the more he 
was convinc'd of itz ſhe would not be- 
lieve her Eyes till ſhe could no longer 
doubt of it: The Veil of her Paſſion 
fell off in a Moment; her Deſires were 
extinguiſh'd, and ſhe recover'd her for- 
mer _ Innocence : In a word, ſhe was 
transform*d into another Mouna. Her 
Self-love, which was no longer offended 
by the Refuſals ſhe had Dorne, now 
brought back Juſtice into her Heart, and 
repreſented her Duty in its full Extent. 


* 
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She went out, and had the Princeſs 


awak'd to inform her of what ſhe had 
diſcover'd. 


Zoulouch, always occupied by the Paſ- 
ſion ſhe had for the Stranger, fatigued 
with the Trials to which her unfortunate 
Situation reduc'd her, and which her Love 
to King Kemſerai render'd ſtill more in- 

ſupportable, and dreading to find herſelf, 

at length perhaps, oblig'd to give her 
Hand to ſome of the Strangers which the 
Baſket continually brought, was charm'd 
with the Diſcovery of Mouna, and deter- 
min*d that Moment to eſpouſe this Fe- 
male Stranger, who, according to all 
Appearances, would never dare to dif- 
cover a Sex which ſhe had an equal Inte- 
tereſt to conceal. This Project ſatisfied 
entirely the Sentiments of her Heart, and 
gave her a reaſonable Pretext to abandon 
a manner of Life which ſhe could no 
longer ſupport. She promis'd Mouna 
then to give her her Liberty, and make 
her Fortune, if ſhe conceal'd what ſhe 
had diſcover'd of the Stranger, and only 
declare that he had not yielded the third 
K 4 Night. 
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Night. Mouna obey'd; and when ſhe 


had made a Declaration to King Badana- 


zer and his Counſel, conformable to the 


Commands of the Princeſs,---Let us ſee 


then, ſaid he, this Huſband whom we 
have ſo long expected, let us ſee the 
moſt moderate of Men. Immediately he 
gave Orders to two of his Viſiers to go, 
attended by all the Officers of the Crown 
and of the Houſhold, to the Garden of 
the Genie to fetch the Stranger, who was 
to eſpouſe the Princeſs his Siſter. His 
Commands were executed, and the Vi- 
ſiers found the Princeſs ſtill aſleep. They 
rang'd themſelves in deep Silence around 
her, with all the Marks of Dignity, and 


remained with their Eyes caſt down upon 


the Ground, not daring to look upon 
him who was to be the Brother-in-Law 


of their King. 


In the mean time Zabide awak'd: 


And her Surprize was exceſſive to per- 


ceive herſelf in the midſt of ſo ſhining, 
ſo ſubmiſſive, and ſo ſilent a Court, when 
ſhe expected to have found herſelf in the 
fata Basket. "OR am I, ſaid ſhe ſeve- 
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ral times! The Grand Viſier, proſtrate 
before her, made no other Reply to her 
Queſtions but by his Reſpect, and the 
Prayer he made her to conſent to follow 
him. Zahide yielded to his Intreaties; 
all that ſhe beheld gave her no Reaſon 
to be alarm'd; ſhe follow'd then this 
magnificent Train, and ſoon arriv'd at 


the Palace of the King, who receiv'd 


her upon his Throne, the Princeſs Zou- 
louch being ſeated by him. Approach, 
ſaid he, Stranger! whoſe Fidelity and 
Moderation deſerve to be recompenc'd; 
inſtruct us at leaſt of thy Name, thy 
Country and thy Rank; thy Brother-1n- 
Law ought not to be ignorant of thy Hi- 
ſtory ; above all, give us a Detail of thy 


Kingdoms and of thy vaſt Dominions. 
- Zabide, who was not accuſtom'd to the 


ironical Tone in which he ſpoke, threw 
herſelf at the Monarch's Feet, and faid 
to him, May your Majeſty pardon the 
Motives which have conducted me hi- 
ther! Iam too ſincere to impoſe longer 
upon you. Zoulouch, who dreaded left 
ſhe ſhould diſcover a Secret upon which 
ſhe had eſtabliſn'd all her Hopes of Re- 
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poſe, would have interrupted her; but 
Zabide, that ſhe might however inform 
the Princeſs of the cruel Situation to 
which Love had reduc'd the King her 


Brother, continu'd to ſpeak in theſe 


Terms: My Lord, Kmſer ai. 
(at this Name the Princeſs Zoulouch 


bluſh'd, and Zahide went on without ſeem- 
ing to perceive it) my Brother, ſaid ſhe, 
is a young and an unhappy Monarch, 


'who dies for Love of the Princeſs Zou- 


louch ; he could not reſiſt the Snares 


Which are laid for all Strangers in your 


Dominions ; and the Basket, by bringing 


him baker, has render'd him the moſt 


miſerable of Mankind. I am attach*d to 
him by ſo tender a Friendſhip, that 1 


could not ſee him die, without endeavour- 
ing to procure him ſome Confolation : I 


expoſed myſelf therefore in the Diſguiſe 


that you now ſee me 1n, to all the Ha- 


zards and Fatigues of a dangerous Voy- 
age, and attempted the Adventure of the 
Baſket, What! are you not a Man, re- 


turn'd the King? No, Sire; lam nam'd 


Zahide, replied ſhe, rubbing her Face 


with a Liquor which ſhe had brought for 


that 
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that Purpoſe ; and taking off her Tur- 
ban, which diſcover'd the fineſt flowing 
Hair upon Earth, ſhe appear'd fo beau- 
tiful, that Badanazer was ſtruck with it, 
and for the firſt time in his Lite felt the 
Power of Love :---He was very near 
throwing himſelf at her Feet; but he 
would not ſuffer himſelf to appear ſo dif- 
ferent from what he had always been : 
And ſtil] bluſhing at a Sentiment which 
till then had been fo unknown to him, he 
ſaid to her with a diſſembled Haughti- 
neſs, The Deceit that you have put upon 
us, Zabide, would deſerve Death; who 
knows likewiſe that you have told us the 
Truth as to your illuſtrious Birth; how- 
erer, I pardon you, in favour of your 
. Charms. Live with the Princeſs Zou- 
louch, but without the Hope of ever ſee- 
ing your Brother again, or ever returning 
into his Dominions; as to you, my Siſ- 
ter, continue to expect a Hufband, Za 
vide is not conformable to the Law, 


The two Princeffes retir'd ; and Zor- 

touch who, notwithſtanding the Simili 
tude of the Names, durſt not flatter her- 
lt Ks telt 
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ſelf that he whom ſhe lov'd was the ſame 
whom Zahide had ſpoke of, ask*d her ſo 
many Queſtions, and Zabide recalPd to 
her Memory ſo many Circumſtances, 
that Zoulouch, tranſported at being be- 
lov'd.by him whom ſhe ador'd, reſolv'd 
to expoſe herſelf to every thing rather 
than return again to the Garden of the 
Genie, 

Badanazer was not long without com- 
ing into the Preſence of her who caus'd 
his Sighs. He would have ſpoke of his 
Paſſion ; but tho* ſhe thought him ex- 
tremely amiable, ſhe treated him with 
the greateſt Severity. The Prince com- 
plain'd of it; and Zahide told him, That 
if he wiſh*d to pleaſe her, he muſt allow 
her the ſame Power over the Princeſs 
Zoulouch, as the Laws impos'd by the 
Genie, and approv'd by his Counſel, 
gave to himſelf, Badanazer made ſome 
Difficulties, but concluded by faying to 
| her, I conſent to every thing you deſire, 
as much as it depends upon me, for I can 
no longer have any other Will but your's. 


n this Moment then, ſaid ſhe, I for- 
bid 
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bid the Supper in the Garden, and will 
no longer have the Basket depart in 
Search of Strangers. I am oblig'd to in- 
form you, return'd the King, that all 
that you have forbid regards the King of 
the Genies; you ſhall ſpeak to him your- 
ſelf, added he, I can eaſily bring him 
hither; but all that I can do upon that 
Occaſion is to add my Prayers to your's, 
But then my Siſter, continu'd he, muſt 
never marry. Why ſo, reply'd Zabide? 
The Law commands me, interrupted the 
King, to make a Trial in the Garden 
erected by the King of the Genies, of 
the Huſband whom Fate ſhall deſtine for 
her. All Oaths which have for their Ob- 
ject a thing impoſlible, are of themſelves 
void and of no Force, reply'd Zahide 
with an Air of Authority, which threw 
the King into a Surprize, I will makea 
much lighter, but which I will obſerve 
religiouſly, continued ſhe : You love me, 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe modeſtly caſting down 
her Eyes, I give you my Promiſe that 1 
will marry you, if for my ſake you can 
deprive yourſelf of a Thing, which, Ne- 
ceſſity and Pleaſure reunited, ſhall preſs 
4 you 
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you to enjoy; and I allow you three 
Days to reſiſt it in, I conſent to it, re- 
turnꝰd Badanazer, what would you have 
me deprive myſelf of ? There is nothing 
J am not capable of doing to prove the 
Exceſs of my Love to you. I do not 
yet know you enough to exact any Sacri- 
fice from you, reply*d ſhe ; but if you 
love me, you will doubtleſs deprive 
yourſelf of the Thing when it is placed 
in your Sight, as I have already fore- 
warn'd you; however, I deſire no other 
Judge than yourſelf, and ſhall depend 
wholly upon your Sincerity. Badanazer 
quitted her to go and conſider with his 
Miniſter what he ſhould deprive himſelf 
of. He had taken Leave of the Princeſſes 
till the next Day in the Evening, becauſe 
he was to hunt. After having reflected 
ſome time, he perſwaded himſelf that he 
had found out what he ſought for: I 
love only to hunt the Tiger, you know it, 
Viſiter, faid he to him: The Hunting 
To-morrow ſhall be in Purſuit of the 
Antelope, which is a Chace I hate; it is 
a Sacrifice I make to the fair Zabide; it is 
a Privation that I impoſe upon myſelf; ! 
25 we N 
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we ſhall ſee what ſhe will ſay upon that 
Head. No, if there ſhould paſs a thou- 
ſand Tigers before me To-morrow, added 
he, I will not take Aim at one of them, 
I ſwear it: This is a Reſolution which 
muſt convince her both of my Love, 
and that there is a Poſſibility of Reſiſt- 
ance, 


Whilſt the King form'd theſe Schemes, 
the Princeſſes found Means to direct a 
Man, who was to follow this Prince in 
his Chace, and do what they commanded; 
their Intereſts were too ſtrictly united not 
to act in Concert. Zabide was occupy'd a 
Part of the Night in preparing what this 
Officer, who knew the Country perfectly 
well, had promis'd her ſhould be placed 
where the King ſhould find it. The Prin- 
ceſſes afterwards went to their Repoſe, 
and then waited for the Return of Bada- 
nazer, who came back to them in tri- 
umph; and addreſſing himſelf to the 
Siſter of Kemſerai : You aſſer tthen, beau- 
tiul Zabide, ſaid he, that no Man can con- 
ſtrain himſelt ? Certainly I have ſuc- 
—— in it To- day; in regard to you I 
have 
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have had the moſt inſipid Chace: I ſhall 
ſcarce make ſuch another for ſome time. 
You ſeem extremely fatisfy'd with your- 
ſelf, return'd Zahide ; let us hear what 
you have done? I have hunted the Ante- 
lope, ſaid he with Confidence, Which 
Way did your Chace lead you? To- 
| wards the Wood of Palm-Trees, reply'd 
he; but apropos, purſued he, you don't 
know that I found there admirable Sher- 
bet, heaped round with Ice in Porcelain 
Vaſes, that form'd a moſt agreeable Deco- 
ration; you ſhall judge of the Delicacy 
of this Liquor, added he; I have given 
Orders that it ſhould be brought here. 
You taſted of it then? interrupted the 
Princeſs, Yes certainly, return'd the 
King: My Officers in vain repreſented 
to me, that I ought not to expoſe my ſelf 
to drink a Liquor which they had not 
been Witneſſes of the making of; but it 
was hot; the Sherbet appear'd ſo cool- 
ing; it was preſented to me in ſo agree- 
able a manner, that I made a Jeſt of all 
their Repreſentations, and I did well; 
never any thing ſo perfect was lerv*'d up 


to me, nor which ever gave me ſo much 
Plea- 


* 
£ 
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Pleaſure. This Confeſſion, Prince, is ſuf- 
ficient, ſaid Zahide, and you have freed 
me from the Promiſe I have given you, 
What can you mean? return'd the King 


briskly, tho' ſomewhat confus'd ; the 


Weather was hot, and I drank; is ir 
any Harm to drink when one is dry? 
See, you have condemn'd your own Law, 
reſum'd Zahide bluſhing; be you the 
Judge yourſelf. You cannot fay that you 
were not ſufficiently advertis'd of the 


innocent Snare that I had laid for you, 


and in which you fell, notwithſtanding 
all the Reaſons you had to reſiſt it. As 
to the reſt, it was I who made the Sherbet 
you found, and I am charm'd that it 


pleas'd you. When the Confuſion of the 
Monarch was a little over, he felt no I- 


deas but thoſe of the Charms of Zahide's 
Wit, and the Graces of her Figure, and 


ſaid to her falling at her Knees, I yield, 


Iown myſelf in the Wrong; but what- 
ever Deſire I have to ſatisfy you, I cannot 


command what you require without the 


King of the Genies; we mult abſolutely 
have his Permiſſion : You are ſenſible, 


continu'd he, that the Counſel will not 


dare 
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dare to annul, without him, what was 
agreed upon by his Direction: Yet I will 


not reproach myſelf with leaving any 


thing undone that the fair Zahide deſires, 
It is in my Power to engage the King of 
the Genies to repair hither; and in a few 
Moments you may both of you ſpeak 
to him, addded he. The Princeſſes con- 
ſented to it with Joy; and immediately 
Badanazer writ the Name of the King 
of the Genies, accompany*d by his own, 
upon a Sheet of the fineſt painted and 
gilded Paper he had in his Palace, which 
he burnt upon a Fire of Wood of San- 
dal and Aloes, and the Genie appear'd. 


The Princeſſes repreſented to him the 
Situation of their Hearts, and the Em- 
barraſs to which the Severity of his Or- 


ders had reduc'd them. Zabide even 


made him ſenſible artfully, of the Injuſ- 
tice he had us d in this Affair. He con- 
feſs'd that he had more than once re- 
proach'd himſelf with the Raſhneſs of 
this Action; but, added he, beautiful 
Zoulouch, if I deſtroy the Enchantment 
of the Basket, do you reflect that Time 

and 
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and Years will again reſume their Em- 


pire over your Youth; and your Agree- 


ableneſs? Yes, my Lord, faid ſhe, I 
have conſider*d it, and J ſubmit to it. 
As long as I can pleaſe the Man I love, 
I ſhall not be under any Concern at it; 
and if I ſhould ceaſe to pleaſe him, will 
it not be indifferent to me? The Genie, 
touch'd himſelf with this Proof of Love, 


took upon him to repair the Evil that he 


had done, to take away the very Remem- 


brance of this Adventure, from all who 


could boaſt of having receiv*d the ſlighteſt 
Favours from the Princeſs, to make 
them throw off their Mourning, and to 


leave no other Idea of this Event, but a 


general one of Joy and Pleaſure. That 
is not all, added he, the Basket ſhall be 
of Uſe but once more. But perceiving 
the Dread that this fatal Basket gave the 
Princeſſes, he haſten'd to ſay to them, I 
ſhall give it Orders to fetch the King 
Kemſerai. Won't you conſent to that? 
beautiful Zabide; and you, fair Zou- 
louch, will you forbid me? ſaid he ſmil- 
ing. The Joy of the ane, and the mo- 
deſt Silence of the other, convinc'd him 

how 
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how agreeable this Propoſition was to 
them both. 


Whilſt Hope reign'd thus equally in the 
Hearts of the Princeſſes and of the King 
Badanazar, the Genie enjoy'd the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing them in the pleaſing Satisfac- 
tion of a Love that expects in a few Mo- 
ments to be made happy; and the Baſ- 
ket departing, ſoon plac'd itſelf in the 
Chamber of the King Kemſerai. This 
Prince's Life was juſt at a Period, but 
the Sight of the Basket reanimated all his 
Hopes, and gave him. Spirits to place 
himſelf in it without any Aſſiſtance. Im- 
mediately it took its Flight with the uſual 
Rapidity, and carry'd him into the great 
Hall of the Palace where King Badana- 
zar, the Princeſſes, and the Genie ex- 
pected him. At the Sight of Zoulouch 
Kemſerai fainted away. The Genie im- 
mediately forc'd him to ſwallow a Li- 
quor, without which he had been abſo- 
lutely loſt : In a Moment it reſtor'd 
him to his former Health. Love and 
the Princeſs Zoulouch would, doubtleſs, 
have work'd the ſame Miracle; but 

they 
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they would have been longer in perform- 
ing it. 


The King of the Genies himſelf per- 
form'd the Ceremony of the Marriage of 
theſe four Lovers; and being no longer 
neceſſary to them in the Situation they 
were then in, he diſappear'd, and aban- 
don'd them to the Direction of Love, 
whoſe Sway they ſubmitted to, without 
the leaſt Heſitation. 


When Moradbał had finiſh'd this Hiſ- 
tory, the Sultan (who had appear'd very 
much awake all the Time, though he 
might with Reaſon have dropt aſleep at 
ſome Parts of it,) ſaid to her, -I am well 
enough pleas'd with thy Relation: It did 
not jull me to ſleep, but it amus'd me; 
and I remark, that Pleaſure is a {till bet- 
ter Remedy for my Diſorder than Sleep. 
'I muſt tell thee, however, that it was 
very fortunate that Kemſerai had a Siſter, 
and that the Princeſs run the Riſque of 
remaining a Virgin, if ſhe was never to 
marry till ſhe met with a Man inſenſible 
to Temptation, Nay, I doubt, whether 
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a Lover, ſo very much the Maſter of 


himſelf, would have ever made her a good 
Husband. i 


 Hudjadge having made a Sign to Mo- 
radbak to withdraw, and given her his 
Orders to return the next Day, ſhe obey'd 
him, and related to him the following 
Hiſtory. 
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THE 


H 1 5% 


PORT ER of BAG DAD. 


Here liv'd formerly at Bagdad a 
Lapidary, named Abdullah Dger- 

Miri who had aa only Son, to whom he 
gave the beſt Education that was in his 
Power. When he found the Angel of 
Death approaching, he ſent for his dear 
Son, that Son the only Object of all his 
Thoughts, to have the Conſolation of 
embracing him: He had Time to give 
him thoſe Counſels which he thought 
his early Youth ſtood in need of. After 
having recommended to him never to 
ſwerve from the Divine Precepts, he con- 


jur'd him, above all things, not to re- 
flect 
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flect one Day upon what he ſhould do 


the next. He expir'd in the Embraces 


of his Son, who was not yet quite twenty 


Years old. The young Dgerberi did not 
long preſerve the Thorn of Sorrow which 
ought to have continu'd in his Heart, 
for the Loſs of ſo good a Father. Exclu- 
five of the Moveables and Houſes which 
he inherited, he found in a Vault within 
his Houſe five hundred Thouſand Se- 
quins, contain'd in fifty Vaſes, of ten 
Thouſand Sequins each, This Sum ap- 
pear'd the Treaſures of the Indies to a 
young Man who had not the leaſt Idea 
of Riches : He gave himſelf up, there- 


fore, to every Expence he could imagine ; 
he bought Women Slaves for his Plea- 


ſures, and would have them adorn'd with 
Magnificence; he kept an open Table 
for all the young People of his own Age, 
who aſſiduouſly paid their Court to him, 
and inceſſantly fed his Vanity, by the Ap- 


plauſes they beſtow'd upon his Genero- 
ſity, his Muſick, the Goodneſs of his 


Wines, and the Elegance of his Table. 


Such 
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Such a Conduct had ſoon ſquander'd 
his Inheritance, When he had exhauſted 
all the Vaſes, he fold his Houſes in the 
City and thoſe in the Country, and pre- 
ſerv'd the Women Slaves as long as he 
could poſſibly, But at length he was 
oblig'd to diſpoſe of them to finiſh the 
Payment of his Debts; for his Heart was 


ſtill fix*d upon the Pillars of Honour and 
Virtue. 


He found himſelf then, in a little time, 
without any Fortune, and conſequently 
without anyFriends. Happily for Dger- 
beri, Nature had endow'd him with a 
Strength and Conſtitution that was not 
in the. leaſt impair'd by his Pleaſures. 
Therefore, at length, having no Man- 
ner of Support, he was oblig'd to turn 
Porter, and he was not long ſo before he 
was preferr'd above all thoſe who exer- 
cCis'd that Profeſſion in Bagdad, not only 
for the prodigious Weight that he could 
carry, but alſo for his Intelligence, and 
the Gaiety with whfich he perform'd his 
Labour. For to the Counſel of his Fa- 
ther, who had recommended to him not 
VOL, H. L. to 
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to think one Day of what he ſhould do 
the next, he added, the Cuſtom of for- 
getting the next Day what had paſſed the 
Day before. It was not long, therefore, 
before he became the moſt happy Man 
in the whole City, His Labour and In- 
duſtry gave him no Pain; he depended 
no longer upon thoſe Pleaſures to which 
he had 10 lately been a Slave. He knew 
the Falſhood of his Friends: He was re- 


ſpected in his low Condition, and uſed 


no more Labour than was neceſſary for 
his Subſiſtance ; no Wives, no Children, 
nor any Neccſſities. He was the happieſt 
of the Muſſulmen, 


As he was returning in the middle of 
the Night from a Country Seat, to which 


he had carry'd a Burthen, he heard, as he 


came along the Banks of the Tigris, the 
Voice of a Woman, that ſeem'd to be in 
the midſt of the River : She ſaid, In the 
Name of God, aſſiſt me. The Sound of 
this Voice was ſo moving, that Dgerbert 
made no Heſitation to throw off his 
Cloaths immediately. He leap'd into the 


River, ſwam towards her, and was hap- 


PY 


ORIENTAL TALES. 219 
py enough to ſuccour this unfortunate 
Creature, at the very Moment when ſhe 
was ſtruggling with the Waves, and her 
Strength was entirely exhauſted. He 
brought her to the Shore, notwithſtand- 
ing the Rapidity of the River. And 
when ſhe was a little recover*d from her 
Fright, ſhe deſir'd him to accompany her 
to her Houſe, and inform'd him where it 
was. Dgerberi conſented to it, and as he 
arriv'd at the Door, he heard the Voices 
of Children, crying, and calling for their 
Mother. They enter'd into the Houſe; 
the Woman he had ſav'd, appear'd to 
Dgerberi of moſt aſtoniſhing Beauty : She 
made him be ſeated, cauſed a Fire to be 
lighted to warm him, and then told him 
her Hiſtory, which ſhe interrupted a 
thouſand times, to expreſs the Exceſs of 

her Gratitude, 
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to think one Day of what he ſhould do 


the next, he added, the Cuſtom of for- 
getting the next Day what had paſſed the 
Day before. It was not long, therefore, 


before he became the moſt happy Man 


in the whole City. His Labour and In- 
duſtry gave him no Pain; he depended 
no longer upon thoſe Pleaſures to which 
he had 10 lately been a Slave. He knew 


the Falſhood of his Friends: He was re- 
ſpected in his low Condition, and uſed 
no more Labour than was neceſſary for 


his Subſiſtance; no Wives, no Children, 


nor any Neceſlities, He was the happieſt 
of the Muſſulmen. 


As he was returning in the middle of 
the Night from a Country Seat, to which 
he had carry'd a Burthen, he heard, as he 
came along the Banks of the Tigris, the 
Voice of a Woman, that ſeem'd to be in 


the midſt of the River: She ſaid, In the 


Name of God, aſſiſt me. The Sound of 
this Voice was ſo moving, that Dęgerberi 
made no Heſitation to throw off his 
Cloaths immediately. He leap'd into the 
River, ſwam towards her, and was hap- 


PY 
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py enough to ſuccour this unfortunate 
Creature, at the very Moment when ſhe 
was ſtruggling with the Waves, and her 
Strength was entirely exhauſted. He 
brought her to the Shore, notwithſtand- 
ing the Rapidity of the River. And 
when ſhe was a little recover'd from her 
Fright, ſhe defir*d him to accompany her 
to her Houſe, and inform'd him where it 
was. Dgerberi conſented to it, and as he 
arriv'd at the Door, he heard the Voices 
of Children, crying, and calling for their 
Mother. They enter'd into the Houſe; 
the Woman he had fav'd, appear'd to 
Dgerberi of moſt aſtoniſhing Beauty : She 
made him be ſeated, cauſed a Fire to be 
lighted to warm him, and then told him 
her Hiſtory, which ſhe interrupted a 
thouſand times, to expreſs the Exceſs of 
her Gratitude, 
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T H 


1 8 1 r 


OF THE 


WOMAN of BA GDAD. 


T is about ſix Months ſince, that a 
very old Woman enter'd into my 
Houſe, and ſaid to me, -] have ne- 

ver yet fail'd of attending the Exhorta- 

tion that is made in the great Moſque; 
but to Day ſome Affairs have happen'd 
to me, which have prevented my Purifi- 
cation: You know, that I inay not en- 
ter into the Moſque, without having ful- 

Hll'd that Duty: I conjure: you, conti- 

nu'd ſhe, to lend me a Pitcher of Water. 


I granted her what ſhe deſir'd, and ſhe 
purify'd herſelf, repair'd to the Mofgue, 


and 


ORIENTAL TALES. 221 
and came afterwards to return me Thanks. 
I would have detain'd her to Dinner, ima- 
gining I could not do a better Action, 
than to invite into my Houſe a Woman 
who appear'd to me to be ſo devout, and 
hoping I might engage her to offer up : 
her Prayers to God for myHusband who 
was abſent. But ſhe reſus'd me, ſaying, 
My Daughter, I will beg of God to 
give you a Recompence for the Pleaſure 
you have done me; but it is not proper 
for a Woman of my Age to eat out of her 
own Family. After having given me a 
thouſand Benedictions, ſhe quitted me. 
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Since that Time ſhe has viſited me re- 
gularly every Friday, as ſhe came from 
the Moſque: She came the Day before 

| Yeſterday as uſual, and ſaid to me, You 
| have often propos'd to me to paſs ſome 
Time with you; if you pleaſe I will fa- 
tisfy your Intreaties this Evening: I will 
fup with you, and we will paſs the Night 
in Prayer to God for the Return of your 
Husband ; bur, however, it is upon one 
Condition, which is, that I may depart 
To-morrow' early in the Morning, and 
be, i” that 
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that yon will accompany me to a Coun- 
try Houſe, where the Marriage of a Re- 
lation of mine is to be celebrated. I take 
upon myſelf the Care alſe of bringing 
you home again. I accepted her Propo- 
ſal, and we departed yelterday at break 
of Day : We found a Boat which waited 
for us to croſs the Tigris, and we arrived 
in an unfrequented Place ; a decrepid old 
Man very poorly cloath'd waited for us 
where we left the Boat, and conducted 
us to a Shepherd's Hut, where we found 
about fifteen or ſixteen Women gather' d 
together. Notwithſtanding the kind Re- 
ception they gave me at my Entrance, 
all that I perceiv'd gave me Suſpicion, 
and perſwaded me that the old Woman 
had deceiv'd me. I ask'd her, with great 
Uneaſineſs, where the Marriage was to be, 
that ſhe had told me of? She aſſur'd 
me it was to be at Night, when the Lo- 
vers of all theſe young Women that I ſaw 
would arrive. Then, added ſhe, we ſhall 
ſup together, we ſhall drink excellent 
Wine, and you ſhall conſummate the 
Marriage with him who pleaſes you beſt, 


There needed no more to make me ap- 
prehend 
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prehend into what an Abyſs of Miſery 
this wretched old Woman had precipi- 
tated me. However, I conſtrain'd my 
Sorrow, and conceal'd my Inquietude; 
but I addreſs'd myſelf to God, and ſaid 
to him in the Secret of my Heart, Thou 
who protecteſt the Innocent and the Af- 


flicted, deliver me from the cruel Extre- 


mity to which I am reduc'd. This 
Prayer diſſipated my Trouble, and I ſaid 
to the old Woman with greater Liberty 
of Mind, I am oblig'd to you for having 
brought me to a Place where I may enjoy 
| thoſe Pleaſures which I could not expect 
in my Solitude, This Diſcourſe deceiv'd 
the old Woman; and the reſt of the Day 
we talk*d only of the Pleaſures which 
the Night was to bring. When the Sun 


was ſet, I ſaw near twenty Thieves arrive 


from different Quarters, moſt of whom 
were maim'd. They ſaluted the old Wo- 
man, and aſk'd her why ſhe had been ſo 
long” without coming to ſee them : She 
excus'd herſelf upon the Pains ſhe had 
taken to procure me for them; then ſhe 
preſented me to them, who agreed that ſhe 
had never brought them a Woman who 
| L 4 pPlleas'd 
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Pleas'd them more. The Supper was 
ſerv*d up, and I had no other Place allot- 
ted me but the Knees of their Chief, 
upon which I was oblig*d to fit. I made 
no Difficulty, and even affected to be in 
the gayeſt Humour, But I was totally 
occupy'd with thinking by what Means 
I might eſcape from the Misfortune with 
which I was threatened. When I ſaw that 
he, to whoſe Share I had fallen, believ'd me 
as much in Love with him as he was with 
me, I feign'd a Neceſſity of going out of 
the Hut. The old Woman took a Light 
to conduct me. I knew very well, ſaid 
ſhe to me, that you would not always be 
angry with me for this; we muſt begin 
by being out of Humour, it is the Cuſ- 
tom; but To-morrow you will thank 
me ſtill more ſincerely. I did not conde- 
ſcend to anſwer the Wretch; but ſeeing 
that I was far enough from the Houſe to 
execute the Deſign I had meditated, 1 
found Means to extinguiſh the Light as by 
Accident, and deſir'd her to go and light 
it again, which ſhe conſented to. Then I 
run towards the Bank where we landed, 
and was not yet arriv'd there, when 1 
| heard 
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heard the Voices of ſeveral of thoſe 
Wretches who run after me, calPd to me, 
and told me that I ſhould not eſcape 
them ſo eaſily as I flatter'd myſelf. Theſe 
Diſcourſes redoubled my Fear; I had 
again Recourſe to God, and I ſaid to 
him, My God, thou knoweſt the Purity 
of my Heart; I prefer a violent, but a 
virtuous Death, to the Safety of a crimi- 
nal Life. As I finiſh'd theſe Words I 
clos'd my Eyes; and finding myſelf 
upon a riſing Ground, I threw myſelf 
into the River, You heard my Cries, 
and God made Uſe of you for my Deli- 
verance. I ſhall never forget the Service 
you have done me, and ſhall have al- 
ways the ſame Reverence for youas if you 
were my Father. After this ſhe gave him 
a * Boetchalik, and preſented a hundred 
Sequins to him, ſaying ſhe was highly 
concern'd that it was not in her Power to 
offer him more. Dgerberi would not ac- 
cept them: But not to diſoblige her, he 
receiv'd the Boetchalik, ſaying, that he 
thought himſelf too happy in being choſe 

L 5 by 
* Poetchalik, a kind of Carpet, | 
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by God for ſo pious a Work, and then 
withdrew. 


This Behaviour is too noble indeed, 
interrupted Hudjadge, for a Porter; thou 
telleſt me moſt incredible Stories, 


Sovereign Lord, return'd Moradbak, I 1 
am incapable of impoſing upon your 
Highneſs ; but do you believe that Na- 
ture regards the Conditions of Men when 
ſhe diſtributes her Sentiments? What 
would your Majeſty ſay then, if you 
knew the Delicacy of one who was by 


Profcſſion a Robber! Let us hear it, 
ſaid Hudjavge, turning on his Bed. 


What I am going to relate to you, pur- 
ſued Moradbak, 1s reporied in the moſt 
authentic Hiſtories, and will admit of no 
Doubt, Tell it only, interrupted Hud- 
jadge; what ſignifies where thou haſt 
found it? Moraabak begun thus: 


THE 
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THE 
H IT 
| OF THE : 


ROBBER of SEISTAN. 


Eich was a common Labourer of the 
Province of Seiſtan; and perceiving 
he could not gain enough to maintain 
himſelf in the manner he deſir'd, he join'd 
himſelf to a Band of Robbers, whoſe 
Confidence he ſoon acquir'd by his Cou- 
rage and Addreſs. This Band became 
redoubtable; and the Robbers embol- 
den'd by Succeſs, form'd the Deſign of 
robbing the Treaſury of the King of Sei- 
ſtan, named Dirbem, the Son of. Nazir.. 
They broke open the Gates of it, and 
made up in Packets all that they could 
carry off in Gold, Silver and Jewels. 
They were upon the Moment of retiring 
with all their Buuty wihout any Obſta- 
| cle, 
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cle, when Leich perceiv'd ſomething ſhin- 
ing that hung up againſt the Cieling, 
and doubting not but it was a Precious. 
Stone of infinite Value, he took a great 
deal of Pains to get it down; when touch- 
Ing it with his Tongue he perceiv'd that 
it was a Loaf of Salt, he call*d to his 
Companions and reproach'd them with 
the Crime they had committed. They 
were aſtoniſh'd at his Remorlſe ; but he 
ſaid to them, I have eat of the King's 
Salt; and you are not ignorant that 
Bread and Salt are the two greateſt Bleſ- 
ſings that God has given us, and engage 
a Man to be faithful to thoſe from whom 
he has receiv'd them : Therefore I con- 
Jure you, if you have any Friendſhip for 
me, to abandon what you have ſtole, as I 
abandon it myſelf, His Companions 
ſuffer*d themſelves to be perſwaded, and 
cloſed the Gates of the Treaſury without 
taking any thing away. The next Day 
the Treafurer coming to inſpect into it, 
and judging by the Diforder that he re- 
mark'd, that it had been enter'd, made 
Ute of the Opportunity, and had all the 
Packets thus prepar'd immediately car- 
TT ried 
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red Home to his Palace. Then he flew 
to the Feet of the King, and tearing off 
his Beard, ſaid to him, My Sovereign 
Lord, your Treaſury has been robb'd; 
the Robbers have made Uſe of the 
Darkneſs of the Night; all poſſible En- 
quiries were made, and great Rewards 
promis'd to thoſe who could diſcover the 
Thieves. 


Leich, inform'd of what had paſs'd, 
gueſs'd at the Occaſion of it; but ſeeing 
that not only they ſuſpected thoſe who 
were innocent, but that they were every 
Day arreſted, he was touch*d with Com- 
paſſion 3 and his natural Equity over- 
coming the Idea of the Danger there was 
in diſcovering the Truth, he reſolv'd to 
preſent himſelf to the Viſier, and faid to 
him, My Lord, I know the Perſons who 
have robb'd the Treaſury ; conduct me 
before the King, I will inform him of it. 
The Viſier introduc'd him directly; and 
Teich making a fincere Confeſſion of all 
that had paſs'd, finiſh'd by ſaying, that 
the Treaſurer had doubtleſs made Uſe of 
an Opportunity which might conceal his 

villainous. 
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villainous Theft, proteſting that if the 
King commanded his Palace to be ſearch- 
ed, he would engage his Head that what 
was wanting in the Treaſury would be 
found there. . 


The King, ſtruck with the Diſcourſe of 
Leich, follow'd his Advice, and found 
that he had judg'd rightly. The Trea- 
ſurer was conducted to the Royal Pa- 
lace 3 Dirbem reproach'd him with his 
Infidelity, and ſaid to him, I have brought 
thee up from thy Infancy, have loaded 
thee with Benefits, and yet thou repayeſt 
me with Ingratitude ; thou robbeſt me, 
and expoſeſt me to condemn the Inno- 
cent, whilſt a Robber, whom I never did 
the leaſt Favour to, and who eat of my 
Salt only by Accident, left all that he had 
taken, and, which was more, by his Ex- 
ample and his Diſcourſe, engag'd his 
_ Companions to quit their Booty. The 
- Treaſurer, unable to make any Anſwer 
for his Juſtification, was condemned to 
Death by the King, who gave his Poſt 
to Leich. He return'd the Confidence 

| | and 
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and Truſt of that* Prince, and behav'd 
himſelf in it with all poſſible Fidelity. 


After having exercis'd that Charge for 
ſeveral Years, the King made him the 
General of his Army 3 he acquir'd a 
great Reputation in this new Employ- 
ment, and the three Sons whom he left 
diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their Cou- 
rage, and roſe to the Throne, which their 
Deſcendants EN for a conſiderable 
Time. 


I believe, continu'd Moradbak, that 
your Majeſty is now convinced, by the 
Sentiments of Leich, that Dgerberi might 
refuſe the hundred Piaſters; and if your 
Highneſs has any Deſire to know the 
Continuation of his Hiſtory, I ſhall re- 
late it To- morrow. Hudjadge conſented 
to it; and the next Day Moradbak pur- 
ſued it in theſe Terms: 
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THE. 
CONTINUATION 
OF THE 
KISTD R Y 
OF THE 


PORTER of BAGDAD. 


Doi bad ſach excefliv ve Strength, 
and his continual Labour had ſo 

rodigiouſly augmented it, that all the 
225 of the City provok*d to ſee that he 
alone did all their Work, and that the In- 
habitants choſe rather always to wait for 
him than to employ another, reſolv'd to 
go to him in a Body; they ſaid to him, 
Dgerberi, art thou willing to leave off 
working, and live quietly without doing 
any thing, and we will engage ourſelves 


to give thee ten Aſpres every Day. Dger- 


beri conſented to it, and the Porters were 
exact 
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exact in paying him that Sum : He liv'd 
quietly upon it, and on his Side kept his 
Promiſe with them; but Idleneſs ener- 
vated that Strength which Induſtry had 
augmented, his Conſtitution decay'd, and 
he fell ill. As he had never thought of 
the Morrow, he was ſoon reduc'd to Po- 
verty ; and the Porters ſeeing him ſo 
weak, refus'd any longer to give him the 
Sum they had agreed upon, He had Re- 
courſe to God in his Misfortunes ; and 
whilſt he flept, the holy Prophet appear'd 
to him ſhining with Glory, and faid to 
him, Dgerberi, this Illneſs has been ſent 
to thee only for not having continu'd to 
employ thy Strength, and not having ac- 
knowledg'd it as a Gift of God: Hum- 
ble thyſelf therefore before him, return 
to thy uſual Induſtry, and thou ſhall re- 
cover thy Strength, From that Moment 
his Heart was touch'd, and his Health 
was re-eſtabliſh*d; but he was ſtill too 
weak to execute his Profeſſion again with 
his uſual Succeſs, and to revenge himſelf 
upon the Porters. He was one Day 
ſeated before the Gate of the Grand Vi- 
ſier, when a Woman all in Tears came 

ang 


234 ORIENTAL TALES. 


and fat down by him, to wait for the 
Audience of that Miniſter, Dgerberi 
aſk'd her the Occaſion of her Tears. 
Alas! ſaid ſhe, my Son was aſſaſſinated 
Yeſterday ; he came and fell down at my 
Door pierc'd with a thouſand Wounds, 
without having time to name his Afaſſin: 
Iam murder'd, ſaid he, and expir'd: He 
was my only Conſolation, I come to 
conjure the Viſiter to have his Murderer 
diſcover'd, that at leaſt his Death may 
not remain unreveng' d. Have you any 
Circumſtances to inform him of, that 
l. may conduce to the Diſcovery? return'd 
| Dgerberi. Alas! No, repiy'd ſhe, and 
ö that is what redoubles my Sorrow: I am 
2 the Widow of a Tradeſman ; my Son 
4 was young, and I hop'd that he would 
= have proved my Support. The Viſter 
doubtleſs will anſwer me, that in ſo great 
a City as Bagdad, it is impoſſible to diſ- 
| cover the Murderer of a private Man. 
1 Hearken to him with the Reſpect that is 
[ due to his Condition, return'd he; but 


| 
| 
| 
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if he finds no Ex pedient to do you Ju- 
ſtice, ſay to him that Dgerberi, the Por- 
ter, has told you that if he was Viſier 

0 . he | 
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he could diſcover the Murderer of your 
Son. The diſconſolate Mother built not 
much Hopes upon ſo flender an Aſſiſt- 
ance; however, ſhe return'd him Thanks. 
All that he had foreſeen happen'd: And 
the Viſiers fatigued with the Tears and 
Lamentations of the Woman, had even 
commanded her to be put out; when fal- 
ling at his Feet, ſhe ſaid to him, My 
Lord, condeſcend to adviſe with Deger- 
beri the Porter, and I ſhall find out the 


Perſon who murder*d my Son. This is 


ſome Intimation that thou giveſt me how- 


ever, return'd the Viſier, thou accuſeſt 


him then of the Loſs of thy Son? No, 
my Lord, reply'd the Woman; but he 
has ſaid to me, that if he was Viſier he 
ſhould know a Method of diſcovering 
the Aſſaſſin, The Vifler immediately 
turning to his Officers, ſaid to them, Go 
and ſearch for this Man of Sagacity, 
conduct him before me; and if he does 
not find him who has done the Murder, 
he ſhall be puniſh'd in ſuch a manner, 
that he ſhall not again perſwade himſelf 
that he has more Knowledge than the 
King's Viſier. The Officers of the Vi- 
ſier 
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fier were not long before they brought 
Dperberi before him. Knoweſt thou this 
Woman? ſaid the Viſier, when he faw 
him appear. No, my Lord, reply'd D- 
gerberi, Thou kneweſt her Son then? 
Still .3, return'd he. Haſt thou any 


Knowledge of his Murder? I am as ig- 


norant of it as you are, purſu*d the Por- 
ter. How can'ſt thou then diſcover it? 
ſaid the Viſier with Impatience. If I 
had your Authority, added Dgerberi with 
a reſolute Tone, I would know To- 


morrow Morning who it was that mur⸗ 
der'd the Son of this poor Woman, I 
give thee till then, reſum'd the Viſier, 


and to inform thyſelf thou mayeſt com- 
mand whatever thou deſireſt; but if thou 
doſt not ſucceed, I promiſe thee a Baſton- 
nade of five hundred Strokes, I conſent 
to it, reply'd the Porter. 


Dgerberi immediately commanded an 
Officer of Juſtice to go to the Moſque 
neareſt to the Houſe where this diſconſo- 
late Mother reſided, and to arrive there 
juſt at the Cloſe of the Day, to wait at the 
Gate for the Muezin, who proclaims the 

Prayers 
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Prayers upon the Minaret, to ſeize upon 
him, tye his Hands behind him, and 
conduct him before him. The Officer exe- 
cuted the Orders of Dgerberi punctually. 


When the Muezin was in his Preſence, 
he made him a great many Excuſes for 
their ill Treatment of him, and order'd 
they ſnould give him ten Sequins as a 
Recompence. He then made every Body 
withdraw, and commanded him to tell 
all thoſe who ask'd why he had been 
ſeiz'd, that he was taken for another: 
But above all he recommended to him to 
proclaim the Prayer in the Middle of 
the Night, and to come down immedi- 
ately from the Minaret, to give an An- 
ſwer to thoſe who came to know why he 
proclaim'd it at ſo unuſual an Hour, with 
expreſs Orders to remark him particu- 
larly who came the firſt to ask that Q 
ſtion. 


The Muezin retir'd fully ſatisfy*d, and 
did as he was commanded. He had no 
ſooner proclaim'd the Prayer, than a 


young Man came ruuning to him and 
ask'd 
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asked him why he did ſo, and for what 
Reaſons he was ſeiz'd the Evening be- 
fore. The Muezin only told him that he 
had been taken for another. When an 
Account was given to Dgerberi of what 
had paſs'd, he had the young Man who 
had teſtify*d ſo great a Curioſity brought 
before him, and had him baſtonaded fo 
ſeverely, that heconfeſs'd, with a moſt par- 
ticular Detail, in what manner he had aſ- 
ſaſſinated: the Perſon who was found dead; 
he added, that the Dread of being diſco- 
ver'd rendering him attentive to every 
thing that paſs'd which was extraordinary, 
had oblig'd him to come and inform him- 
ſelf of the Motive which caus'd the 
Prayer to be proclaim'd at ſo unuſual an 
Hour, every thing being ſuſpected by 
him, after the Crime that he had com- 
mitted. Dgerberi, according to the Law, 
deliver*d up to the Mother the Murderer 


of her Son, and ſhe demanded his Death, 
which was granted her. 


The Viſiter, ſtruck with the Senſe and 
Judgment of Dgerberi, wiſh'd to know 


his Hiſtory ; he related it to him; and 
; that 
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that Miniſter reproach'd him for having 
embrac'd ſo mean a Profeſſion as that of 
a Porter, and determin'd him to enter 
into the Troops which the Califf was 

then ſending againſt the Guebres. He 
was glad to have the Appearance of giv- 
ing a Recompence to Merit, whilſt at 
the ſame time he ſent away from the City 
a Man whom the Califf might wiſh to 
advance and to have about him, if he 
ſhould happen to hear of him. 


Dgerberi perform'd Prodigies of Va- 
lour and Strength in the Campaigns 
which he made againſt the Gyebres. But 
truſting too far to his Courage, he was 
taken Priſoner 3 and at the time when 
his Enemies were deliberating upon 
what kind of Death they ſhould make 
him feel, after having repeated the hun- 
dred and fifteenth Chapter of the Alco- 
ran, he broke his Chains, ſtrangled the 
| Goaler, who would have oppos'd his 
Flight; and for fear of falling again into 
the Hands of his Enemies, he threw him- 
ſelf into the Deſarts, where he wander'd 
a conliderable time, and liv'd upon Fruit 
and 
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and Roots. At length he found himſelf 
in a Foreſt, upon the Borders of the Sea, 
and mounted upon a Tree to ſleep in 
Safety, and preſerve himſelf from the 
wild Beaſts that might have attack'd him, 


THE 
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HEN the Night was come, he 
ſaw a Black Bull riſe out of the 
Sea, who made molt dreadful Bellowings, 
and then approach'd the Tree upon which 
| he had mounted. It was eaſy for him to 
remark that this dreadful Animal let a 
Stone drop out of his Mouth which en- 
lighten'd the whole Foreſt, and ſerv'd him. 
to chuſe out thoſe Herbs and Flowers 
which were moſt agreeable to him, as 
Saffron and Hyacinths. Dgerberi, who 
had been brought up in the midſt of 
Jewels, which his Father carry'd on a 
large Traffick in, doubted not but what 
he ſaw was a true Carbuncle, that uncom- 
mon and precious Stone which he had ſo 
Vor. II. M oicen 
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often heard of, without having ever ſeen 
it; and ſtruck with the Largeneſs and 
Luſtre of this, when he was a little reco- 
ver'd from the Fear which the Bull had 
given him, he was wholly occupy'd with 
the Means of ſeizing upon ſo great a 
Wonder of Nature, 


When the Day appear'd, the Black Bull 
took up the Stone apain, and return'd 
into the Sea. Dgerberi deſcended from 
the Tree, made his Prayer, gather'd ſome 
Fruits, and repair'd to the Banks of the 
Sea, where he ſteep'd ſome Earth till he 
made it moiſt, and took it carefully with 
him up to the Tree where he had ſlept 
the Night before. The Black Bull came 
as the preceding Night, He laid the 
Stone upon the Ground ; and when he 
was at a little Diſtance ſearching for 
Herbs that were to his Taſte, Dgerber: 
threw the Dirt that he had gather'd upon 
the Stone. The Bull not ſeeing the Light, 
precipitated himſelf into the Sea, after 
having made the moſt dreadful Bellow- 
ings; and Dgęerberi ſeiz'd upon the 

7: Car- 
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Carbuncle, which had not its Equal in tke 
World. 


Bebel ſatisfy*d with this F ortune, 
chought of nothing now but retyrning 
into his own Country. He was ſo for- 
tunate as to find a Veſſel which brought 
him to Ormus; he croſs'd thro' Perſia ; 
and knowing that the King of Perfia was 
very curious in Jewels and Precious 
Stones, and collected them from all Parts 
of the Univerſe, he made himſelf known 
as a Perſon who could produce the fineſt 
Stone that ever was ſeen. That Prince 
was then with a Merchant of Balſora, 
who had ſurprized him by the Magnifi- 
cence, the Beauty, and the Number of 
the Jewels that he had ſhewn him. The 
King, glad to confound the Vanity of a 
Man who made ſuch a pompous Exag- 
geration, at a time when he believ*d the 
moſt beautiful Jewels in the Univerſe 
were produc'd before him, ordered Dger- 
beri to enter. He appear'd juſt as the 
Merchant of Balſora was ſay ing - Your 
Majeſty ought not to be aſtoniſh'd, if I 
ſnew youſo many Maſterpieces of Nature, 


vu 
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When you know in what manner I ac- 
quir'd them, you will not be ſurpriz'd. 
Ts King having teſtify*d that he ſhould 
be glad to know how he had collected 
ſuch Riches, the Merchant ſpoke thus: 
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FISHERMEN. 


M Y Father was poor, and a Fiſher- 
man by Profeſſion; my three Bro- 
thers and myſelf were with him in his 
Boat; we caſt our Nets, after having 
invok'd the Holy Prophet to gra it us a 
favourable Draught; and it was with in- 
finite Labour that we drew them up, 
their Weight was ſo enormous. At 
length we ſucceeded in drawing them to 
the Shore, and our Surprize was exceſſive 
when we perceiv'd a Fiſh which had a 
human Form. My Father propos'd to 
us to carry it to the City, and ſhew it to 
the People for Money. But this Sea- Man, 
after having look'd upon us as if he un- 
derſtood 
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derftood us, aſtoniſh'd us ſtill more when 
he ſpoke. I am, faid he, an Inhabitant 
of the Waters, and a Creature of God 
as you are; give me my Liberty, and do 
not abuſe that Sleep which made me fall 
into your Nets: If you grant me this Fa- 
vour, 1 require but a very little time to 
bring you wherewith to raiſe a conſider- 
able Fortune, The Sea-Man moved us 
by his Entreaties, and ſwore to us by the 
great God, that there were twelve thou- 
fand Mufſulmen in the Sea, and that he 
would engage a great Number of them 
to ſearch for the Preſents which he de- 
ſign'd to make us, in Acknowledgment 
for the Obligation he had to us for ſetting 
him at Liberty. At length we conſented 
to what he demanded. He bid us adiev, 
deſiring us to be in two Days at the ſame 
Place where we then were, and immedi- 
ately we ſaw him plunge into the Sea. 
We return'd on the Day appointed, and 
were punctual to the Time of our Ren- 
dezvous. The Sea-Man appear'd, fol- 
low 'd by feveral others of his own Spe- 
cies, who even feem'd to be highly ſub- 
miſſive to him, and were loaded with a 
| M 3 | prodi- 
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prodigious Quantity of Tewels, which 
were preſented to us by the Man to 
whom we had given his Liberty. The 
. Jewels you ſee were of the Number; 
we quitted our Profeſſion of Fiſhermen, 
after having ſettled our Father in ſuch a 
manner as not to want for any thing : My 
three Brothers and myſelf divided into 
four Lots all that the Sea-Man had given 
to us; and we undertook the Buſineſs 
of Jewellers in the different Cities which 
we choſe for our Eſtabliſhment, The 
uncommon Beauty of the Jewels proves · 
the Truth of this Hiſtory, return'd the 
King with Admiration; and turning to- 
wards Dgerberi, he ſaid to him, What 
doſt thou anſwer to what thou haſt ſeen 
and heard? Doubtleſs the Examination 
of ſo much Riches will prevent thee 
from expoſing the Jewel which thou haſt 
ſo much boaſted of. My Lord, reply'd 
Dgerberi, if I had not already promis'd 
your Majeſty to ſhew you one of the 
Miracles of the World, this Hiſtory, 
| and all the Jewels which I have ſeen, 
would have engag'd me to it. The Ad- 


yentures of this Merchant, and my own, 
will 
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will prove that Chance is of greater Ser- 
vice in finding out the moſt valuable 
Things, than the moſt laborious Search 
can be, He then produc'd his valuable 
Carbuncle. The King was dazzled with 
it; and the Merchant of Balſora imme- 
diately put up all his Jewels and with- 
drew. Dgerberi faid to the King, Oh 
Prince, this Piece deſerving to belong to 
the greateſt King upon Earth, ought not 
to go out of your Court: I intreat your 
Majcſty to accept of it, and think my ſeff 
too happy that Fortune has choſe out me 
to preſent it to you. The King, ſooth'd 
by this Diſcourſe, and touch'd with his 
Generolity, commanded his Viſier to give 
him immediately five hundred thouſand 
Drachmas of Silver, a thouſand Picces 
of Brocade, two Horſes, and ten Robes 
of Honour, This is not all, faid the 
King; I deſite to know in what manner 
this magnificent Carbuncle fell into your 
Hands, Not only your Highneſs ſhall 
know that, return*d Dgerbert, but all that 
has happen'd to the molt faithful ef yoar 
Slaves, if your Majeſty has the Conde- 
ſcenſion to grant me a Moment's Audi- 


ellice. 
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ence. The King conſented, - He told 
him exactly what I have now related to 
your Majeſty; and the King, charm'd 
with the juſt Sentiments that he diſco- 
ver'd in him, would never part from him, 
and made him his Viſiter. He poſleſs'd 
the Charge for many Years, fill'd it with 
Honour, and kept it till his Death. 
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THE | 
CONCLUSION 
OF THE 
S 15Tom yY 
OF 


1 Approve extremely of the Choice of 
this antient King of Persia, ſaid Hud- 
jadge, and think a Man who has been 
try'd by Misfortune, and always pre- 

ſerv'd his Mind in a perfect Equality, is 
worthy of governing the Univerſe. I 
wiſh I was happy enough to meet with 
ſuch a Miniſter. 


Mor adbak, charm'd with this Diſcourſe 


of the King's, ſeiz*d upon that Occaſion 
M 3 * 
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of ſnewing her Gratitude to the Sage 
Aboumelet, and delivering him from his 
Captivity: My Lord, ſaid ſhe to him, 
your Majeſty poſſeſſes an equal Treaſure. 
If your Slave, added ſhe, throwing her- 
ſelf at his Feet, has found Favour in 
your Sight, condeſcend to reſtore the Li- 
berty of Aboumelek, who has theſe ten 
Years languiſh'd in Irons. It is to him, 
my Lord, that you owe the happy Tran- 
quillity which ſeems to reign around you. 
Since I have had the Honour of appear- 
ing before you, *tis he has inſtructed me 
every Day in what I was to relate to your 
Majeſty. Hudiadge then recalling to his 
Memory the Impriſonmest of Aboume- 
let, reproach'd himſelf for having op- 
preſs'd his Virtue, and at the ſame time 
felt a ſincere Repentance for all the Cru- 
elties that he had exereis'd; but he was 
not leſs mov'd by an Exceſs of Gratitude 
to Myradbaꝶk: Thy Beauty, ſaid he to 
her, has already begun to make an Im- 
preſſion upon my Heart; thy Virtue has 
now ſubdued it entirely. The Archives 


of antient Perſia add, that the King 
Hudjadge 
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Hudjadge govern'd himſelf wholly for 

the future, by the Counſels of Aboumeleł 
and Moradbak, that he placed her upon 


the Throne, that he eſpouſed her pub- 
lickly, and that he ſlept in quiet. 


The End ef the Stcovp Volume, 
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